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Bitter lemons. of Cyprus BY LAWRENCE DURRELL: 

1. PREFACE 

The book called Bitter lemons of Cyprus is a travel and 

island book. This is· not a political book, but simply a 

somewhat impressionistic study of the moods and 

atmospheres of Cyprus during the troubled years 1953- 

1956. Lawrence Durrell, a British travel writer went to 

the island as a private individual and settled in the 

Greek village of Bellapais. Subsequent events as recorded 

in these pages are seen, whenever possible, through the 

eyes of Lawrence D~rrell's hospitable fellow-villagers, 

and the writer would like to think that this book was not 

an ineffective. monµ!11,ent praised to the Cypriots peasc111tr:y 

and the island landscape. It completes a trilogy of the 

island books. 

Circumstances gave Lawrence Durrell several unique angels 

of vision on Cyprus life and aff:RirR, for t·l1P w ri t·Ar <1 i rl 

number of diffenmt. jobs wl1il~ h@ wnn 1·Jrnr0, nrn1 F1v011 

served as an official of the Cyprus goven1ment: [or t.he 

last two yee r e tif lliB suay in t.:11e Ls t anu . ·1:11uH l;iiWte11('H 

Durrell can claim to have seen the unto.l.dl 11q flt· 1'11,, 

Cypnu~ tr(lgedy bath f :rom t he v:l.lli:lge tave rn and f r orn 

government house. Lawrence Durrell, the Dr:l.t.:.J.nl1 wrI Le 1.·, 

tried to illustrate it through hl s clra.r a c l.ern and 

evaluate it in terms of. im.1:Lv:ldur1.ls ri:il:.l1Pr r hnn p()l lcilr,11, 

for Lawrenc8 Durr@l1 wanted to keep tlie book frAA f rn111 

the smaller contepts, in the hope that Lt; would be 
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readable long after the current misunderstandings have 

been resolved as they must be sooner and later. 

Lawrence Durrell much regretted that the cutting of his 

overgrown typescript removed the names of ruany f rLend a t:u 

whom he was deeply i~1debted for material and Lnf orma tion 

on Cyprus; let him briefly make amends by t.nank i.nq the 

following for many kindness. Peter and Electra Megaw, 

Greek. Paul Georghious, · Fuad Sami, Ndob on K1::r111id:l.ot::.:Ln, 

Paul Xitas, and Renos and Mary Wideso11. 

The poem Bitter le.i\lQll.S Qf ~Y.P..lJ,lll_first r1prAr1rP(l in rruu.. 
March 1, 19571• A race advancing on the East muat; start, 

with Cyprus. Alexander, .l\ugustus, R:Lcll;-ird n ud nnJuL Lc i.lrt 

took that I Lue . 'A .1.:ac.:e advauc.l nq 0.11 l l.tP Wr-1°11 111w~1 r-11,11 1 

with Cyp ru s , Sr1r9on, Pt.c l emv , Cy r u a , nr1rnvn--r1l-·Rnf.lJ·1lrl 

took this line. When Egypt and Syria were of first-raLA 

tn,d@ of. JncHn., Enught r or cy~rrllfl n1H1 All j()yf1c'l H11p1 H111r11•y 

in the land by turns. After a new route by sea was f ouud 

to !ntlia, ll:gyvt.; amt uy.L'.la cteuLLlH::!d. Ln Vr.1.lltt:l I II Ll1H 

Weste1:u Nat.Lous . ~yb,)n.t.s was Llleu tu.1:~ul I Pl 1, I ,111 I I 11:1 

openi_n~ of t he S\-\J:3?., CRrn~l hRf:I i:H-l(.l(.lFln:J. y ref:! tn rerl lier I ,1 

her ancient pride of pl nee' . (Bd.t:Lf311 Cypn1A hy 

W.H~.1,-1wort·1i nt xou. I.Bil'/) 

1 
'But tile poor Cyprus an~ 111uch~~ndur1.ng p@opl~f:l, r111c1 q111I 111 111~ 

mercy avenges them; they are no more rulers t han I l1A rrir11· s ert s R11d 

ha~tag~~ am, th~y makei 110 EJj_gn al: oJ.l' 
' tie1rt:~1-1t:~ ete 1;e1: l:lt'H~Gllt tG\11:lf:lly, £a1• clH::1se wt1u l1r1111-:1 t:litJJbL.i.t:l1111t<1i 1,r 

t hem recognise t he i r tn-1tl1fuUn(:ll=Hl', (Tl1e Clrrn11 Ir: I e , if M/\l<IIAll / 1\fJ) 



Lawrence Durrell remembers color and landscape and the 

nuances of peasant conversation. Eschewing politics, it 

says more about them than all our leading articleA. In 

describing a political tragedy it often hne great poetic 

beauty. Bitter lemor19 of Cy.QDJ..S_ is written :i.11 the 

sensitive and muscular prose or wh Lcu lie Ln rtcJ cu1HJu111111r1 t. 1-~ 

a master. The book of Bi'tter lemons__Q_f .Cyprus l·AJI R abou r 

Cyprus in the 1950R. Tl1j,R book, of:f.f:il,A par r n nl1rn1r 

Cyprus's struggle of freedom and national f Lqhr.Luqn wll.i cl1 

begun to J.11t.!n~l':tt,1a Lu Lliut:ta yett:L'tt. (J~J!JU J'J.1il,) 1,r1w1.H11c1H 

Durrell, the British writer and poet: rr:iJ: I P<!LA<i 1:11(' 

pecul icffi t .i.AR of J\@gAi'U) and Ti1fl~ t; f:ffll M!3(1 i 1-A I TA llf-lrlll I 11 

literature. Lawrence Durrell lived in t.lie c~reek. LaLauda 

ft)t' lllGlll}t yr;,ct:t'l"l, Gt11d. !::hf;;) eat'ly f:t-U:l.l::1:1 e t l1Jt::i nl.l r:IUlllllt:HII i.lJ 

l:hel\\ I s ucn HO ' Dl Lto1!).' J. \;1ll\l>lH:l uf C,Y..jJ.l'UJJ rt I td I• I ( Jl'I pn I ( JI I 

Cell, a r e t amoua , He t'ev la Lt.ed many of 1·11e111 n:ir1s111 ·1 y I 11 

order to wr:Lte t h i a more substantial ntHi w.i<ie- ranql 11~_.r 

~tudy. HlEl a i.tu, fl.Fl llP t.t'c\V!:!J.!=j fJ'{11H t1ttP I Ft I ;:i1111 In RIHd 1101, 

:t~ tG ~HW\\\1\3f. 1·n q11~~Jirnrn, WlrnJ wnul rl \.1r111 lli:1Vf:l J1st:i11 qlrlfi 

to know when you are on the spot? Wlla t wou.l.d you feel 

R~-t'-t'}t l:q l-1.-:\VP 111:l1=1pi:1n \,vl·\:l:t.1:1 ~·~H\1 Wl:l:l"i::l i:,l-11::::q-1:n 'l'llt:1 l·HHd, I ti c1 

gull\~1 but f\ Very p1;tl HOll,1.l llllf::11 Wt-lt:I.V.i.lllj I tHjt.:il ilnl 

evooat i va de acr Lp t Lou , history and 111_yt.l1, a roh I t.er rt 111 a I 

and aroheological study, and personal rem:L11iAceuce. 'I'h e 

outstanding illustra,ti0111e1, many of them in coLo r , add n11 

extra dimension to the text. 'I'he book of B;ltte:i::lemo1rn ,of 
Cygrus is both a controversial and a highly topjanJ. hnnk. 

It is also one of tbe most evocative accounts of a lovely 



landscape and its perplexing but likable inhabitants that 

have read for several years. Thirty-eight yearA after he 

left Cyprus- Lawrence Durrell remains a co11troverR:Lal 

somewhat enigmatic figure in the island' A Li tP.rr1ry ;:111<1 

political life, partly due to the uneasy alli;::111ce of: Ii LR 

role as both a writG;}p a.rrd an 0££:LciAl in 1~111~ n.-·-1 t-:.1 nil 
Colonial administratd,011 dur:L11g his scay . 

Published in 1957 ~1.tJ~ .. e~;i;:;.J ••. ~ffiQUJLO(_Cyp:n.ts ·immAdLnt·~ly l1r1rl 

cement Durrell's literary reputation and compJAte h:1.s 

trilogy of isl And bookn , al though llA n<!l Ii nvn1l I I In 

greatest t::ame as a w.,L'l.ter with tlle J.111111e11r.i~ r.:Juccest1 of'. '1.'I"" 

Alexandria Quartet by the end of the 1950A, Lr1wrencA 

Durrell called Bitter· lemons of Cypru...s. somewhat:. 

impressionistic study of the mood~ MH'l Al-111nrtpl1Ar~ nr 
Cyprus dur:l.ng tll€l troubl@d yeara of 11J.9!D .10sr,11, c!lF-1L111 I 11q 

to "have seen the. unf c Ld Lnq of the Cyprus traqedy bot.l: 

from the village. t ave cn and from gover11me11L ho11Ae11 • .I. L' H 

popularity shows no,ts.igne of. abating I t.o 11 In dr,y 11<1 

oth~r book about Cyp;i;u,13 i@ EJQ wid@l,y t'f3rHi hy vi f:l1 r ors , 

who frequently .aeekjout; his evocative memol.r Rn a p rLme r 

before they arrive. ; -, Many Greek Cypriot A hr"l vr:, r•, · I 1- Ir• ·I ;,.ci,1 

th~ book, (Bitt&U' l~m@ns at CYJ;:1.ruEJ.) a~ munh nf1 For wlif':ll 
can be regarded as a·patronizing attitude to the 

villagers with whom J.,nw:r,QnCJc::i Pu:r.r.,:;j],l i;iu1:-1:-uu11cl1:1 ld.1111:tolr .111 

Bellapais; since it cou l d be said that anecdotas about, 

them formed the most entertaining part of t:lrn book nfl f(),. 

what they cons i.de r is a destorted account of t he 

b~ginning of e tie fi:tH<'A,, El truggle. Heweve:1:', the book rLL so 

t'{ l 
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includes c r i.t LcLsrn ~liff1t3ritish policy. We can say that 
t , •• ~,;1 .. ~ 

Bitter lemons or Cyp'r-is is a political book. Certainly, 
~ /('"·;.; f. 

at that time °.f ~ci vi:\~i~prising and unrest, this may at 
. ·. .,, . ,,J 

license ')'?$.ken by Lawrence Durrell was 
~-~1'··,} 

any writer's 

perhaps the least of 'tt;::.he problems faced by the villagers 

of Bellapais. Lawrende Durrell could never write well in 

uncongenial surroundin;gs 'and decided that Cyprus was 

"charming", "with a ,1f:~1 beauty of its own- it lies in 
' ,~i;/{.·.'! 

Th i.s was be t o re T,r1wre11c:A DurrP.11 

s a writer although he was well 

the hush of 
.;;,}, •.· .. :;. 

had achieved an'~:· f,a 
Jl 

known in Gree~ ~jt~· 
·Jrt ·· 

years in the i11,:I?or\.\1 
· circles and as an employee f or' l'i 

11 service of British Pote i.qn 

put it in h i.a pre.frtrA 1-0 Bitter 
lemons of Cypru~, .. , h~· rived as a private individual, 

bringing with him hii/.{;t11ree-years-old daug.ht:Gr, ,c;Appl1n. 
' .:fff:.it\. 

He stayed in Kyrenia,.;'~}r a :f:ew months wi t h tll@ LocaI 
.. ;f':t:!< 

Greek Cypriot Sch oo.l l::-eacher depicted in his book a s 

Panos, until buying his house with the he I p of Hal>cL 

Tahir; an entrepreneur TurJdsh Cypriot. 'l'he pu:r:cltaf!e of 

t.ne nouse is told wi:~1]f gr€}at.: tlourifflk in .ItLtJ;_er .. 1Jamorrn of 

not tll@ r@al -rrnru@ O' 

of Cyprus rnay be 

~ ' 
killed off in t~e b . , 

@ Gr~@k Cypriot u:iaclrnr who w,;111 

supposedly by EOKJ\ and thuo 

providing ;l11 ~ApQcJ~;J:r:W pc:d,gn~tit, ~11d:L11g I Ai'.'Fl 1:1H ll Vl:it--y 
, .-., \>;~ .~.l'r(: 

much alive, liv:J;.ng 011;,~~pposite rdcl@a of L110 dl v Ldeu 
,, : ".( ~ 

island. With his fl-a~fess Greek and as a :Eo:rAigner who 
\-. ,' 

had bought a hou se ini.$ellapais, Lawrence Du rre.lL qu:LckJy 



became the focus of a great deal of curiosity and moved 

effortlessly into the life of the village. The villagers 

mispronounced version of his name,uMr Darlingu, stuck and 

was later mirrored in the name he gave to the chief(ly) 

character in the Qua~ted, L.G.Darley. in Bellapais 

Lawrence Durrell lived a stark existence. In September 

1953, Lawrence Durrell t6ok a job teaching English at the 

Pan Cyprian Gymnasium in Nicosia, then the largest and 

most prestigious school on the island and later to play 

an influential role in Cyprus intellectual and politicAl 

life. Many of its pupils joined in the nationalist 

movement for self-determination and ENOSIS. 

It had been the school of the leader of thA impAnrli.nq 

EOKA uprising. George Grivas, who would soou becom0. k11ow11 

as Dighenis and of Archbishop Makarios. To his studentR, 

Lawrence Durrell waa- viewed as an Lmpr-ee a Lve u~aC!l1.er. IIA 

spoke Greek with ant,,xcelleut accent, pub.L:IFJhr'lr't po(:lll·rv 

«nd spoke about; lite:r;nt:.nrA w Lt.h rm i.nApi.,Ar1 pr11n1-·lm1(1 

case. Lawrence Durrell came to Cyprus as an IT.nglish 

ex~v~l wr.Jt~j:' 11nd hc:;i·!,,w1:·t~l::1=1 Fill t:111:1 :n:::1.:11 J1--1 al:J ;111i-:i 11r, 1-1,d 

troubltlll ya,=u:f1 J.11 195 .U}!:iG. rl'A,i;\UI\.Lll!J nl I l1n l1ri11 C1y1.11 I r111 
Gynmasium gave Lawrence Durrell a c l.e a i. 111sL~l1L :L11Lo I lie 

aent Lmene a of many ot the youu~J po Lf.u Luaj. Li:Hi i r1r:L11::J ur 

""\yp.t:us- pnl'.!s.lu.llnL~ly,nuuL.LsL 11.lld NHL.I 111·ll lr::tl1 11111 r:1lwn\m 

thoughtful and courteous to hi.m . During IJLI.A 1- LmA 

Lawrence Du r r e Ll. was 1-f aat; tni':tld.ng f:r,iends in bnl-:l1,11J~itU;J,/Aflt 
~. ,ti•'~.·· *,1;,,o+_'·,.'. ·.;;t.·: ... ,-;. i\[1'\{!l;liJ\',/,{P;-• ·9~. 

and Cypriot circles and quickly got to know moRt./{ff{~?t~:ti'.~" 
major intellec nua l, 'ln:llll ELt'til:! tjsGJ P~t'§()UFI I ·I H t:l/:l I l r:''\,,.W~ '_· 



island, including Niches Kranidiotis, poet and secretary 

to Archbishop Makarios and the painters G.Paul Georgio, 

Adamantious Diamontis and Constantin Sipiridakis. Another 

acquaintance was Paul Xiutas who, as well as being a 

classics scholar and;poet was also sales manager for the 

KEO drinks company. Lawrence Durrell was hired on a part 

time bases to write and ·translate advertisements through 

to have been an inspiration for the composite character 

Panos in Bitter Lemons. Xitus was an enthusiastic and 

intimate source of Cypriot folklore for Durrell. 

It came as a surprise to many, especially his Greek 

Cypriot friends, when appointed as the new director of 

information services •around the middle of 1954. However, 

as an experienced information officer who spoke fluent 

Greek and had spent·· much of his life in Greece, he wc11:1 n 

logical choices. Lawrence Durrell was put in charqe of 

Government press reJ;e.nses and pub l.Lcat.Lons and t hn Cypr nn 
Broadcasting Service;., (CBS), in Bitter lemons oJ~_c.y_ms_ 
he describes the state of his d~pa.rtrnAnt wh/:111 hP t:c:mk 

over: "a ce l l ar full-: of diecarded b l ocks and pl10to9n1pl1 lr: 

equipment". As Ian.McNiven Durrell's authorized 

biogr~ph@r, w:1:·:i.t~t1 dn hlf;l bt:1t:1Je to l::;c;;i J?llbl-lnllHrl t::11:ir:J 

suuuus r by Fal.Jet': 11ld .• ld (Dur ra l I I El) a.lm WHrl Lu ~J.L'Ullltil.rj .., 

sense of "Cyp ru s " qS,,m1 independent: c11J.t111.aJ 'idenl.:.J ty 

with Britain ae a- friendly Geel pe rent.s 1 LlLLEJ aouudeu 

suspiciously like a.1P unholy alliance between h i.qh ru·t nrH1 

low politics. This is. exact ly how (Qeor9A) AAFA:r.:I A wou l d 
take Larry's direct ton of the review." Before a ccept i.nq 



the post Durrell had gone to Maurice Cardiff; head of the 

British Council for ~dvise and was told matter-of-factly: 

"do what you want, ~.lit you will lose all your Greek 

Cypriot friends." D.uf'rell know that becoming the official ·,- '-' . ;f :.r;~~,:~ 
spokesman for the· ~JJ.tish administration would be 

.... ,.)··: .. 
regarded as a ~.e.~.rS\~;#1 by many of his friends in Cyprus 

and Athens. Many w~"{t indeed to feel that their 

confidence had been~~etrayed and begun suspecting that ,. 
Lawrence Durrell had:cultivated their friendship only to . ~~ 

gather material for\Bts book and for his work with the 

information services,.;- Depicted in this role, Lawrence 

Durrell is easily re~ognizable as Harry in a novel set in 

Cyprus at the same time; "the Age of Bronz" by Rodia 

Roufos, when Greek council in Cyprus. 

The job which 1laste~};~two years was to cont; Lawr ericrs 

Durrell several :fri,e.m.lfl.ships:.he valued h.i.qhLy , Lnclud l nq ;.!fr!., ;r, 

Cyp r i o t pr'e aa ArclftrC$l}OP Maka r f.oe and h is Er:J ends a11cl 
'·•·?-...· '. 

Athens radio .. 1l'here, tj,.ould be no d Laqu I a i nq LJ.1e uo.l o: Li .. d I 
-,.-,. 

mt:'H:;sage i11 th~ isE:lrie:~.'..o.t: pamphlet.~ 11@ Lt:H:tu~tl, 1=1ut~l1 Ft,=j '' 
;, h) 

~t\y ~:r.13 Wi3 ~n Cypn1t:i't;,.,Rm1 tllf:3 mr.rnnpnly nf RNDR rR, Ill I fJFil-i 
Lawrence Durrell' s post was ohanged to that: or D:i rent:ri1· 

• :1, 

c:i;{; Pu~l:l<=l R~J~t:l~.11~ .;':IIH-1 h~ WA.Ii f\!Jl§ l=:1=1 ~ti1=>11r1 tlliit·p 11 ttto 

completing "Ju1;3t;ine"_. J\.s tl1© turmoil ;Ln CypJ·un 111rn111Led, 

rif~ with bombings oI}@ killing€!, Lawr@nof! nm:-n~ll nnmfl 1- o 

the sickening 1fealiz~J1ion that after II two ye arn npeur. a n 

~ SQt"V'Ant: of: th~ C:110.V,.i,1.111 Jie;i hrcttl 11r'ldl·d .. t:;ivt::1t1 111,lcl1 I 1n1" ni::l I n11 
' >'.LJ -· 
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McNiven writes: there was indeed a bitterness in the 

lemons". Years later, in 1987 Lawrence Durrell would 

comment in the "Aegean Review" that the "digesting 

situation in Cyprus" was "entirely engineered by us" and 

would admit his part .in" our double-faceless" in 

politics. In Cyprus controversy over Lawrence Durrell as 

a man seen as using Greek Cypriots for his own- and 

British -ends was examin~d in an article in 1991 by 

Theodore Pavlidou for the now defunct "Cyprus view". She 

wrote that in her research she repeatedly encountered 

"the same feelings of anger and betrayal". Her conclusion 

was that "Bitter Lemons" is an unashamed apology for 

Britain's conduct during the Cyprus struggle. "Although 

she acknowledges that towards the end of his life he 

appeared to regret Britain's role in the Cyprus tragedy 

and his part in it. Not withstanding this controversy and 

his complex, sometimes troubled personal life, the 

strength and genius of Lawrence Durrell as a writer have 

never been disputed. Bitter lem.o.llil....Q.L.Cy_p.r:.11@ n~~m;i:l11r:1 rm 

important ccnt r i out Icn to Cyprun ll t~n, 1··11 r o , Dl L t.or 
~ffi.QIUL_Qf_~,I:Jruia Ls about; the t r aqedy , t roubl erl yea,·s r,r 
Cyprus. 

'l'h@ book of B.itt~H'.._.lelllUllE!._t)_e__jJ~p:t'.Ufl t@lJ.1:1 u~ I l1r-1l , IJ1i::; 

11.rttiRh t,n.v~1 wr.i t:er l,nwr(:ln0f3 P11rrsll qnsl:l r n ("'y1.rr1rn Al:l 

a private individual. He goes to Cyprus becaus8 it is 

conveni enu f o r him p~rt"Jottttl advtut.tol:it~~f;I. '1.'hr.i bnok wl.vt;jrJ II rJ 

inf:ormation about lli.EJ impr~~~1enifll!3.e gl~ud.L@r,i I 11 (1yp.1.·11r1 

t ne :re.l~t:.ionR bet.ween Tur.k:t.l:lll, Q:rf:l@l\. and Brl t·I ah , Tl1s 



--------------------------- 

book reflects the position with its whole realities and 

proves that Lawrence Durrell is a realist writer. The 

book of Bitter lemons of Cyprus carry a great importance 

for us because it s~pports the facts of Cyprus. At the 

same time besides the. relations between the communities 

in Cyprus, the.book gives us information about the 

historical monuments, places, beauties of Cyprus and also 

the life of Lawrence Durrell. This book which covers the 

known facts should be read by everybody all over the 

world. Lawrence Durrell is a travel writer. By going to 

Corfo, Rhodes and Cyprus(islands); Lawrence Durrell 

develops his investigations and completes a trilogy of 

island books .. Lawrence Durrell examined opposite 

communities and he gave his decision about them. Not mu ch 

was writ ten about 'I'urkiell Cyp r i.ot.a Lu t.lie Look o r JJ.lJ,.J.,..Q.t 

lemons of Cy;Qrus. The Greek Cypriots were cJ.e1nocrRtJc 1J111 

their nationalism wnre much mere t.hsn nrrrma l. Tl1f.l rlrf.lA]; 

Cypriots were always ,fighting against the British 

people/ar111y for. u11il:i.11g Cypi·ue w I Lh (h·beH..!h. (JJ:N0,'3.Lll) 

"Megalo Idea" was much more :lmportanl: l:l1m1 r r I 01H'lnl1 Ip l'r ir: 

Qr.e.e.luL At first, the Rr;i.tJ,1':1h p~opl,1ai/r1nny ·111 Cypn1s llrHl 

good relations wit the Greek Cypriots but t liey maLn t.atnerl 

£.irm ~etieucle1:;1 a9ah11::H:: e!±>E::lelrn atEe:i?wi:tn11:l. 

GeU()l.'&1 Gt'lvrrn ruill Mrtkc\t'1oti1 (J\1•alll)i~l10p) w1:11 r.s I l1t:1 I 1:1r11iH1 ,-1 

of the Greeks during the years of E:OKA (e1rnAJ.A) . nA11A1 n I 

Gr.iva.s came to Cypnis wJt:.h th@ c.i@QJ:§iGn to un ir e cyrinrn 

to Greece but to do this, first he had to f I qht: agR:1.nAI 

th~ Brit:i,Rh. /!!\Xmy/p~opJ~. At t:hat; tim~, Me:ik~1·-'·lnl=l wr.1!:l 1·!11:1 



/1 ruhb I ul1uµ ut' Cypiuu find lrn was in agre@mant with General 
c:J,· I v o u . 'l'llt;; 'rurk Lsh Cypriots would be killed after the 

British left Cyprus. The British army/people did not. want 

Lo .Leave Cyprus and there were bloodyfightings between 

11111 o rtiul{ Cypri 01:r:1 and the British. Finally, the British 

Ln11itH;J wJ tl1d.1-·ow f.J..."0111 thtlil i~land but the Greeks could not 

u11.L t: Cyp r u s with Greece and they were obliged to 

~1::JLal.JlJt::1lt U1e Cyp ruu Republic with tl1e Tu rk i ali Cypriots. 
'l'l 1t:: ·1·11 rl, I full1 < ypr:I ot.s did not play a big role during the 

tr'oubl.ad y~c1r1sJ or 1953-56; except those Turkish 

auxlliarlel::l called 'l'urldsh Commandos who helped the 

Hr:l ti sh sol rt i.e.rn to fight against the Greek Cypriots. 

Ur:J t Lul; arrny/people had good relationship between the 

Turkish Cypriots during the troubled years of 1953-56. 

2. IS LAWRENCE DURRELL A TRAVEL WRITER? 

Lawrence Durrell : HIS LITERARY CAREER: AND LIFE 

he was born in Jullundur;India, February 27,1912 and he 

died in Sommeires, France, November 7 1990. Lawrence 

Durrell is poet, novelist and travel writer. He returned 

to England in his late teens, and there after traveled 

widely living in Paris in the 1930s and then for much of 

his life in the Eastern Mediterranean. Although he begun 

to write and publish both verse and pros when very young 

(his first pamphlet of verse appeared in 1931, his first 

novel, "Pied Piper of loversu, in 1935) his work made 

little impact for some years. He was first recognized as 

a pot: his collections include A private Country (1943) 



Cities, Planes and People; on seeming to presume (1948); 

The Tree of Idleness(1955). His collected points appeared 

in 1960. His first novel of interest, The Black Book: an 

Agan, heavily influenced by Henry Miller, published in 

Paris in 1938, did not appear in Britain until 1973; it 

is a mildly pornographic fantasia, people by prostitutes 

and failed actrists,, intended by the author as a savage 

charcoal sketch of spiritual and sexual etiolation. It 

was with the publication of Justine (1957), the first 

volume of his Alexandria Quartet, that Lawrence Durrell 

achieved fame: Balatazar and Mountolive followed in 1958, 

and Clea in 1960. Set in Alexandria during tlJe per1ucJ 

just before the second world war; the firat thrPP nnv0ln 

cover roughly the same period of time n1HJ 1-.11~ OFHnn 

events, while Clea advances the action in time; the 

central topic, acco rrlf.nq e e Lawr-eriee lJUJ:'J:'Bll, Lt1 1'au 

investigation of modern love". Princi.p1P. cl1nrtH:LAn1 

includ.~ th~ \\nrrn,-Or., J1.G.Dnrlay, hi.13 (lreek 1rrl13J ref:lF-1 

Melisa the British Ambassador Mountolive, the BrLt Lah 

ln~~ll;lg~,1~¢ Afil~i1t1:L Pt:1:t-'f:l~Wi::\t't-'h:~t1, 1::hP A r't-1 !=lt- r• 1 PA, A11rl 

Ju~tin~ (who hJ J@Wi911) and lHU' wenlLl1y C'llpl I,, l111Hlm1111 

Nessim, All are bound t oqe t.he r in a web ()r [l!ll l ll.r ia l r111d 

sexual intrigue whieh neve t reveals d.i r te I HI IL rl t:1peuLt:1 11 r 

the truth. 'I'he style is t>:t'nl9.te, Lyr l.ca.l , n11d r1r-11r111n I., 
perhaps too much so !or English tastes, nfl U1A Qrn,rtAI 

tends to be more highly rega:rded abroad than in Britain. 

Lawrenee Durrell' B late:!;' We)l;'ltB (neve t s ) , wuLun Lnu.l.ude 

•rune (1968), Nunquan,.(19?0), Mo11ei@ur UY'/4), r1w1. 



Constance (1982), ~how even greater disregard for British 

respect for realis~. His best-known travel books are his 

three "island" books, Prosperous Cell (1945), based on 

his pre-war y~ars in Corfu; Reflections on a Marine 
I ; !' 

Venus(1953), based ~n his experiences as information 
officer in Rhodes, (i945-6) ; and Bitter lemons of 

Cyprus(1957) on Cyprus. Lawrence Durrell's brother, the 

zoologist Gerald Malcolm Durrell (1925-), is also a 

writer, well known for his popular accounts of animal 

life and his own zooiin Gersey: tittles include The 

Overloaded Ark(l953_)', My family and the Other 

Animals(1956), Island Zoo (1961). Lawrence Durrell ; the 

British writer an1d. poet reflected the peculiarities of 

Aegean and EaE1't:;en1r Medi t e rr ane an in U. t e ta t ure . Lawr'euce 

Durrell wrote about the Ls lands of Gret=ik, IHH,<'iP8 aud 

Curfu. Lawr@nc@ Du:t'r.{i)ll was born in Iud.la r.o r111 r.ng.l:I nl1 

Irish family. Al:tho~g;h sent back to E11ql,H1d for r1 

eouvene Loua.i eeueau t en , t.awr-euee UuJ.'t'B.LJ LuL11H<1 11r1t.t11 n I I y 

to Bohemia.uistn. 'l'he· eccentric life ho 1 :Lv~d :l.11 tJll.l Jdlt< )( H1 

and manncod in b~flt:,1':nown th:roufJh h i.a 17.nnlnriit:11· h rnr he r 

Gerald's autobiographical booka , and vl.a Ii:! A own 

Gel~brati0119 of pla.t;le~ and _p~@~lE!El i1.1tLLurl-l 11t:1 1- r·Rvl=l I h,,,,lu:i 

on Gurfou f\nc, Rhocl§,§, l§t,t~r§ and memor i ~f:l n f n~111 y 
Miller, and that, tour-de-force .of d i.ab l.e r Le , 'I'he n1 a<?I~ 

nook ( 193 u) .. · rn many, -ways , . Dur:eell resemLJ.es t.lie LILL LLt:1l1 

poets of ,the Las t · century who lived t!rxpat1·i11t~ J.lv~ti 11111 

directed th8ir works bnck to th@ir homA l.Anct- 

Browning,Landor, Eugene Lee. Hamilton- w i t h the ue ce s s a ry 



~ .•.. .,~ . 

writer the Lawrence Durrell has always seen the Americans 

and English speaking continentals as part of his 

audiance. His tangential relationship with England (he 

never lived there and length of time) did not prevent 

his being employed in various official. British 

capacities, both in war time and after, chiefly in the 

Eastern Mediterranean. Lawrence Durrell's novels, travel 

books and comic forays into diplomatic life are better 

known than his verse. Indeed, the author of "The 

Alexandria Quartet" is probably not known to many of his 

readers as a poet. 

And yet few poets of any generation have started as 

brilliantly as Lawrence Durrell. His precocious early 

verse culminated in his first book from a major publisher 

A Private Country, in 1943. This way claim to share with 

Wallace Stevens harmonium and W.H.Auden's poems (1930) 

the title of most ·accomplished debute of the century. Rut~ 

Lawrence Durrell was too prove more a mature nnd p.rodur.t 

the masterpieces his readers had every reaso11 to expecL 

ft'O ll!Uelh y~ut::h:1:ul ~t:J-l-.d .. f:lve1t1et11::, ll1Vdli l:i(::;l ld .. l:i llt::!it:I l:WU IHHil•.l:l 

Cithrn, Plfl.l1rn aud L'rauplt:Hl (1945) eUld. Oil rJriri111i11q I <1 

Presume (194R) 1 m,lk.e the c~ecarie of. t he fn1"I l e s i:l I 1111a rll 

r teh harvest for Durrell, This was the pe ri od whau hi s 

'e.1elJratio11 of M@!dit~rnui13~11 li:tE! WM§ tmuul~t1 wll0l1 i=:i ~l11b 

satiricfll vf.s.ion of h.i.a English Inner-tt.auo« , r111d lJAf.ri, A 

the sway of the exot Lc ovarwhef.med hie lyd .. onl .l.mpu Lae , 

The beauty of his early poetry, written in and about 



-------------------------·- ·-·-- 

and 'On Ithaca Standing' breathe the sharp-aged realty of 

timeless Greece, its lives and options as hard as the 

light of the country. The exotic had not turped into the 

picturesque at this juncture. Early Lawrence Durrell 

celebrates more than ,the genius of place. His sequence 

'The Death of General Uncebunke' is the most (perhaps the 

only) successful example· of surrealism in British Poetry, 

David Gascoyne notwithstanding. His scabrous and 

satirical poems are·brilliant, as "the Ballad of the Good 

Lord Nelson" and Pressmarked Urgent" show. Perhaps 

Darrell's greatest gift is his celebration of the 

antinomy of past and present, of classical persistence 

and contemporary emot:ion. For this reaRon,"on fi.rRr: 

looking into Loeb' s,'.HOrace" may be cousidered h Ls most, 

characteristic poem, He finds a copy of the LoAb of 

Horace's poetry annotated by a former lover's hand, and 

the poem is both a sympathetic ana Lys Ls of. th.A Rorna n 

poet's life, and a lament for vanished love and the 

Mediterranean civilization that nurtured it. A revised 

addition of the "Collected Poems" was published in London 

in 1980. 

Books by Lawrence D~rrell : 

Novels: 'l'he Black Buok , 'I'he Dark Labyr l nr.h , Wl1ll.e hlRLflHH 

Over Serbia, 1'110 J\.l,.oxfil:ndr:La Quartet, J·u1:1LJ11A, llnlll1niH1, 

MouutolivG, Clea, 'l1HE ,RIJ:VOL'l' Oli' Ai?IiRODI'l'Ji:, 'l'lJN(', N1111q11r1111, 

THE AVIGNON QUINTET., Monf.:li.t'm;(, Li.vi~' ConRtnnCA, 

Sebastian, Quinx .. L 

,l . 



TRAVEL BOOKS: Prospero's Cell, Reflections on a Marine 

Venus, Bitter lemons of Cyprus, The Greek Islands, Spirit 

of Place, Edited by Alan G.Thomas, Ceasars Vast Ghost. 

POETRY BOOKS: Collected Poems(1931-74), Edited by James 

Grigham, Selected poems, Edited by Alan Ross. 

LETTERS: THE DURRELL-MILLER LETTERS 1935-80 Edited by Ian 

MacNiven 

HUMOR BOOK: ANTROBUS COMPLETE 

Lawrence Durrell writes as an artist, as well as a poet; 

he remembers colour and landscape and t.lie 11ul'.111c~e ur 

peasant conversation. Eschewing politics, 1L: 1=1.1ys mo r» 

about them them. all ou r leading ar t tc.l ea . T11 dAncri hi 11q n 
political tragedy it often has great poetic benuty. 

::Sp~ak~ Gt·~~){ flutan~ly. La.Wt'§llU§ DU.L'l'~ll llnH rl w.llir-i 

knowlectge of modern Gree]~ h ia t o rv , pol I 1:Jr1r:i a11rl 

literature. Lawrence nur r e Lt has .l i.ved J11 r!o11L i 11e11LrLI 

;ra~e and has sp~nt 1ua.11:y :y~!'U'El i11 otll~t· th·~~k. I t=tJ ;:11Jt1F=1. 

lti~ aQQGunt: ot th@ m, lRmH:,y i.r=t Y.-f:lV§J r-1 r.nry, movi nq i:111(1 

restrained. It is written in the sensitive and maou.l.ar 

Law.t'ence Durrell is au Engli~h novelirH., pcxH., r111d w1 · 11 r11 

of topographical bocka , ve.rf:!s pJ,aQ@ and f a t n l.na l nhnrt. 

stories, widely regarded as one of the mo a t; o r Lq inaI 



English novelist of the post-war period. Lawrence Durrell 

spent most of his life outside England and had little 

sympathy with the English character. He was educated in 

India until he reached age 11 and moved in 1935 to the 

island of Corfu. During world-war II he was in Egypt, as 

press attache to the British Embassy in Cairo and 

Alexandria and after the war in Yugoslavia, Rhodes, 

Cyprus and the• South of France. Lawrence Durrell wrote 

several books of poetry and prose before the publication 

of the Alexandria Quartet, a novel in four parts; Justine 

(1957), Balthazar (1958), Mountolive (1958), and Clea 

(1960). The lush and sensuous tetralogy became a best 

seller and won high critical esteem. The first three 

volumes describe from different view points a series of 

events in Alexandria before world war II. The fourth 

carried the story f o rwaz d into t he war years. By Lt.s 

subjective narrative .a t ruc t ur e , the Al.exandr i.a Qur1rt:pt· 

demonstrates one of,, L ts main thEHTl€H3: th A rnla.t· f.v i.t.y or 

truth. More important is the implied theme: tllat sexur1J 

@Xp~'.t'i~t1C~, th~ ·};:rl::'~t:11:.:lt:H::} d:f: A:l'.'1:.1 i:U1t1 .l.r i v es nH:, n.l l Wcij!~ ,1r 

l~arning lo uudet'E1Leu1L1 a11d f Lnal Ly Lo ~,r11·1H lw1y( ,11t1 

successive phases of development toward u.l tl.ma t.e 1·.n1 I 11 

and reality. Later novel B, 'I'uno ( l~tH.1) r111d. :L t.s aeque L, 

Nunguam (1970), were less well receivec1 1·.11;;111 l>111TPI I' ,.1 

earlier fiction. The avignon Quintsnt:- connJ.sLl.ng of 

Mansieur;or, "The Pr-i.noe of Da.rknaaa" (1974), I.Lv i.a : or, 

Buried Al:Lve (.L9?8), and ooriat ance , or, BoU_tnry 

Practices (1982), Sebastian, cr , Ruliuc, Pi:11=1t=1:lrn1F1 

.,.\ 

,, 



(1983)and Quinx; or the Ripper's Tale (1985)- received 

mixed reviews. Many critics in Britain regard Lawrence 

Durrell's poetry and topographical books as his most 

enduring achievements. He firs gained recognition as a 

poet with II A Privat.e Country" (1943), and his reputation 

was established by ~Cities, Plains and People" (1946) 

"The tree of Idleness" (1953), and "The Ikons" (1966). 

Lawrence Durrell's "Collected Poems" (1931-1974) appeared 

in 1980. "In Prospero's Cell" (1945), "Reflections on a 

Marine Venus" (1953) and "Bitter Lemons" (1957; Durrell 

describes three Greek islands: Corfu, where he lived with 

his first wife, 1937-1938; Rhodes, where in 1945-1946; he 

acted as press officer to the Allied government; and 

Cyprus, his home from 1952 to 1956. His last look, 

"Caesar's Vast Ghost": "Aspects of Provence", was 

published in 1990. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Harry ·T.Moore(ed.), The World o:f L;=iwrenr.A 

Durrell (1962); Alan W.Friedman, Lawrence Durrell and the 

Alexandria Quartet (~970), 

G.S.Fraser, Lawrence Durrell ,rev.ed. (1970), John 

A.Wiegel, Lawrence.Durrell, rev.ed. (1989). Lawrence 

Durrell's other poetries are:"Delos For DiRnR Gould", 

"strip-tease", "Acropolis", and 11Vega11• 

THE DURRELL-MILLER LETTERS: (1935-1980) 

Edited by Ian S.Macniven. 



List of Illustrations 

1. Durrell and Miller in Corfu, 1939 (Durrell Collection) 

2. Lawrence Durrell with family and friends in Curfu, 

1930s Nancy second from right, next to 

mother(Seated) (Allan !homas). 

3. Miller, c .1940. (New direction) . A(i~~~1'f::f·~~t\ 
' ,\. 

4. Eve Durrell in Turkish costume, Rhodes,1946(marry 

Mollo) 

5. Miller in the mid-1950s, Big Sur (Bernard Stone) 

6. Durrell and Claude, early 1960s (Durrelll Collection) 

7. Reunion at Sommieres (Durrell Collection). 

8. Jill Krementz. Henry Miller- Lawrence Durrell. The 

present carefully selected correspondence bet.ween Henr.y 

Miller and Lawrence Durrell belongs to infinitPRima] 

handful. Lawrence Dunre l l t s r r Leudanip wJLJ1 Ilc11J:y ru.l.l.Ln r 

was based less on anjidentity of mind than an identity of 

t.empe r'aman t . 'I'he,let.ttu::1:1 you r.l:t'~ abe,ut Lo 1.r:,r:111 .11.nvt.l 1utiL 

non of their pri.at Lue rresh11er:Jt:1, o.r:Ly:L11.t1.U.Ly, l1t.1111ut· ftlld 

wi.t. TbJR iR t.n\fl f1Y\'.',·tlw wtml fl nf. t::he rinrrf3F-1prnHlt=>1H1e1 

covering nearly half a century. 

WRITER: Alfr@d P~rlen W@ll§1 England1 1900. 

Miller and Durrell began life a Qeneration and a world 

~P~.t't. L~w.t'et1t:Jf:l bu.t':t'all w.:i1:1 l::1(:):1:'tt, :l:fl 4'tt11uut:1L11::' :t.11t.Hc:i, u11 

27 February 1912; Iut o a family with colo.11.L11l I ool.ft J 11 

the civil service. A~ 11 he WRB Bent to RnglRn11 for 

further schooling de~tined, so his engineer father hoped 

for a solid c:~J;QQt' :L11, th~ land of hi111 );:}Jt't:.11. ny b l t es H 111b 



he was eighteen Durrell has asserted his independence by 

state fastly refusing to studying subjects he disliked OR 

TO pass university examinations. he wanted to become a 

writer! Early in 1935, he decoyed his widowed to Corfu 

and soon he initiated the correspondence with Miller in 

Paris. The early meetings between Durrel and Miller 

acured from 1937 through 1939 when the second world war 

draw Miller back to the USA and Durrell a year and a 

half later to Egypt. Thereafter Durrell lived as close as 

he could manage to the Mediterranean- the one exception 

was the year he spent in miserable Argentina- whil.A Mi..1 P.r 

established himself in California, first at Big Sur, 

later in Pacific Palisades near Los Angeles. H.eunJ011s 

were infrequent but the friendship flouriRhAd hy poRt. WP 

are lucky in t lie preservation of such rm ext.snn l.vt3 

collection of correspondence. Both principles took grer1L 

risks, and suffered more t.hnu tlrnlr t1J1ar"" ut LI tUftf, 

disasters of war and pe raoua I upheavaLs wh I cit nr~p,n:;il·,:1 

many gt UR from ou r · f.i] A~, Wl1F1n T1nwrenne n11 r r e I I - he n rv 

Miller: a private correspondence was pub.l Lahad J.1.1 19(i1, 

it was just the B.Clc.1J,a1Jn~d a.A l!'1 t:1:pLr~,t'.'.f:id r=sxr•ltAli(ft:l hr=sl·woott 

two g~.mhrn@~ , 
It is time that the full chronological swe ep or the 

Ourr~ll ,,.M:1.lle:t' tlt:>l:'l:'61:1j;:H::)l1df!li(:ld be i:ldtHl, M·l.l:Lt:j L· I tcj i:J ltt:!t:sl t 

dead for 8 yea rs , aud the revolutio11 u.C h.l.n v.1.nc!M I 11 

America and indeed in.world lit@rature JA dne , nur rn lt . 

seventy six at the time of writing has recently completP.d 

t.h~ Avignon Qu1nt~e, h:I,~ ltH1£ff:!li:lt ~u~t::l;l:lum1 Ht l:tH I:: :111 



fiction, and his readers should have the opportunity of 

examining the friendship that, more than any other, 

encouraged and informed his art and Miller's as well. 

Most important, this exchange valuable in itself, should 

turn the reader back ~o the major writings of both man. 

Lawrence Durrell as he presented himself to Henry Miller, 

and vice versa. It has all the candor of an eavesdropped 

conversation between the intimates. Ian S.MacNiven, New 

York, February 1988. Lawrence Durrell was a travel 

writer." The Alexandria Quartet", set in Alexandria, 

Egypt, the Quartet explores the varied and complex 

aspects of human love, telling essentially the same story 

from various view po:imts in the different volumes. The 

work, written in rich,.rhythmic prose, is regarded by 

some critics as a maj:or contribution to twentieth ce11tury 

English literature. Lawrence Durrell was anglo-Jr1Rh 

author. Lawr~nae Dur:r~ll Wflij born of IriRll pnr:-Antf.l t n 1-11A 

Himalayan region of India, and was taken to England as a 

youngster. J\.n i11di££~:t'.CJ1t r;stud~ut, he:; t1L:l:.n.11tlr:id 1111111t:11:u11H 

scnccl s f LuaLLy qui l:. till~ his s Lucll~f:J Lu I..M lu~ udrl J "1,,,, 
inclucUn9 that of j az z p.ian Lat; in a London Ni.ql11: ol11J). 

Shortly after moving to Corfu Ln HJ35, Ile l1Aqu11 n lo11q 

and fruitful corresµo11uence with Ht!mrv MJ.LI 1:11· I" l1t=s<!( ,111~ 

hJg m@nto:r, In l~]B. T,rw1r~nQ.~ nurn~lJ puhl i ~IH3r~ r o "'l'l1e 

Black Book", a novel t.hat; fore shadowed many elements of 

the Quartet. 

From 1941 to 1956 he '1'1:e:Ld various off:Lci·l;;i·1 r-rnr1 r11plrH11::11 l r : 

post,n in t.he mic1dle f:lfl.Bt and M€1diterrf:HlARll ,'1 l'An IIA i IHI ,, i H 



experiences as a subject matter for such works as "Bitter 

Lemons" (1957), a travel book on Cyprus and Tune (1968), 

a psychological adventure story set in London, Istanbul 

and Athens. He also wrote plays, including acts. (1962) 

Harry Turkish. Moore, southern Illinois University. 

NUNQUAM: By Lawrence Durrell : Nvel Book: 

Nunquam is the complementary novel to the best-selling 

Tune. It is positively enjoyable; comic, grotesque, and 

spiced with detailed information about embalming process. 

Lawrence Durrell has always possessed a greater 

intellectual range and a more quirkish humor than the 

majority of novelist, Lawrence Durrell knows all that 

needs to be known about the technological age; t ha t; Lt; .in 

the ultimate horror of men's ingenuity, and his hero, the 

inventor Felix, dragged back from death by" the firm" , 

is perhaps the symbol of the artist's vain efforts to 

escape. In this volume he comes to term w:i t.:11 t·h~ Ll nll, 

and is its ulbimat.e,,-d13stroye1·; tlrnre J.s a r.H.l1Je.1:b cl.J.u1t1x 

in St.Pauls CathedraL. Elizabeth Berridge in D~ily 

•relegrapll." 111 Nunqueun uue lauguage lfJ un 11111 MVH11 

reserved. 'l'imes -move 1:orwaru tram page 011e w:L U1 a uew 

~t~i'\.dinesR, indeed, . wi t h an old. :l.ne:KoTnhi.l i rv. Rven 
Lawrence Durrell' s humor, while r e t a Ln Luq U1e qu Lr ik A111i 

amicable priapic u11zippings of fo:rm~r da.y~, lrn~ now 

r@ach@d a mode of. traiV@l§C.1 urbanity, an aJl wor Id, 
possibly colonial, grace. The regression of memor:Les iA 



given a brilliant and literal exploration in "Nuquam". 

Richard Holmes in the Times. 

Lawrence Durrell "The Greek Islands". Travel Book. 

There are about 2,000,Greek islands and every year more 

tourists visit them, ·some to study the pats, some to sail 

from the island, to island; some to marwell at the 

architecture of the abundance of wild flowers, some to 

bask in the heat or batheamid in comparable scenery 

fortunately many islands are still unspoiled. Nowhere 

else has the same heady, unforgettable appeal for both 

young and old. Lawrence Durrell lived in the Greek 

islands for many years, and the early fruits of his 

attachment to them, such as Bitter lemons of Cyprvs and 

"Prospero's Cell", are famous. He revisited many of tl1c111 

recently in order t o. write this more aubat ant La.l and 

wide-ranging study. ,His aim, nA he t,:-r1vAl A f rrnn m1A 

island to another is to unscrew two ques t i.ona . Whr1 t wou I cl 

you have bAAn .glfld to know whAH you Wl"'!Yr::1 n11 1 I 1n rq1t ,1 . ., 

Wlrnt: wou1fl you f~Ell nm.Ty to llf\.Vf-1 m:I.AAA,1 wl1 I I fi vo11 wn1 H 

there? The book is a guide 

but a very personal une, weav:l.ng Logel.:JH:H evcHJr:11 .i.ve 

tleHH~t'ipt:1011, hlsto1·y Etuu mytll, 1.:11·t1lliLecLu1·..-1 I F111t1 

ctroh~ol0g:i Gnl Rt:\1c1y, n11C1 p€3r.1:1nn?;1l r.enrl 1i-l 1:1re11r1e, T'l1e 

outstanding illustrations, many of them Lu color, add r111 

Q,Xtl;'~ dl.ltl~lli:1:Lt:lt\ to l::h.P l:.G:H:t, lt :1.1:l i';t. btJnk 1-n l-1 t:1ri1:Jt1 l·t::i r,,t 

anybocty who hnD 1)t)~ll tu Lh~ 0J.'f3€1lt ,Lflltt.1H1H u, 1_ilr111rl I 1; q11. 

It is also a work at :1.:\_\::.13r.?;1t::.,1r.13 WQ:r.t::.l1y o f I lie I a I s111 i:11111 



achievements of the author of that modern classic, the 

Alexandria Quartet. The novelist and poet Lawrence 

Durrell established his reputation as a compelling and 

innovative writer of fiction with his four Egyptian-set 

novels constituting ,the Alexandria Quartet (1957-60) 

As a youth in England, Lawrence Durrell took up 

automobile racing and part-time piano playing in a night 

club while experimenting with avant-garde poetry. His 

first serious novel, the Black Book, as satire on the 

shabby inhabitants of a London residential hotel, 

appeared in Paris in 1938. As a public relations officer 

with the British Foreign Office during the world war II 

and until 1946, Lawrence Durrell served in Egypt and 

Greece. These countries provided the backgrounds for much 

of his later fiction and starting point for such assays 

in travel literature as Prospero's Cell (1945), 

reflections on a Marine Venus ( J.953) ai.t;...t_er_lem.011.a_oi 
Cyprus(l957), Spirit of Place (1969), Si~lal 

Carausel(1977) and Cesars VRst Ghost : R portRrRit nf 

Provence (1990), Esprit de Corps (J.9!J'l) r1.11d !1LLtt: Uppr>1 

Lip (1958) are aatirea of Bt·itit:ill Dh).L0tt1RI Jc) I l.tFS. 

L(\wr@nc@. nurr.Bll'A tflrn,l.09y-1T11F-1r:Lns (lOFi7)1 ni"lli-i1i"l?.i:1r 

(1958), Moun t.o l.d ve (1958), and Clea (1960); wa a r!c111<!nlvec1 

Gttt ct l:'t;::;lat.J.v:l.dt.Jtl i;:it.Ut:1:Y ~:I: t11t:1tlo1~1t :Lt.ivo, cit1t1 110 vlvl111y 

CElptured th~ decadence , romant Lc f\L l:r1:1c1 I 011ft, rllld c11 ·n111rl 

of pre wnr and Wf\r tj,m~ J\.l@xrlndria with n l R M<rnl Am, 

Coptic , Jewish, Greek and British characLer. LAwreucA 

DurrQll lnttll.t:' llbV-blf! 'rune (:1.!iHitl), Nuu4un111 (JD'/U), 



Monsieur (1975), Constance (1983), Sebastian (1984) and 

Quinx (1985) proved less popular with the reading 

public. His poetry has been published in collected poems: 

1931-1974 (1980). His younger brother Gerald is a writer 

and naturalist. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: ·Closter, S.V. Lawrence Durrell (1985); 

Fraser G.S. , Lawrence Durrell: a critical study (1968); 

Friedman, Allan W., Lawrence Durrell and the Alexandria 

Quartet (1970); Moore, Harry T., and MacNiven, Ian S., 

eds., the Richard Aldington- Lawrence Durrell 

Correspondence (1981). Untrecker, John, Lawrence Durrell 

(1964); Weigel, John A., Lawrence Durrell (1965). 

*In Kyrenia ~Bellapais), here (at his house), he 

finished the Justine volume of the Alexandria Quartet Eu.11- 

entertained .a\succession of British and Greek literary 

notables including Patrick Leigh fermor, PRtrJck RRl.fnr, 

(Lord Kinross), John Lehmann, george Seferis, S:Lr Harry 

Luke , Re,s~ Mc cnvl~y ~nd F':1::'Glya 9t~l::'lt, rtll t1t: w h cnn 11tn1fo 

their names as poets or d11·onicl<'.9:.t:'E! uf. Ll1.n n:hrtL 

Medit.~rrenian, 38 year1:1 af t.e r he Le f t, Cyp ru a , L,i:lwrenr~e 

Durrell remains a controversial somewhat enigmRtic tiq11rA 

in the island's literary and pola,t:Lael li 'f'P. prn·1· I y (111r.~ 1·,, 

the uneasy all lance of his role ae both rl wr:I LAl' a 11d R 11 

off.i.cial in t he B;r,Jt:l~h QgJ,gniE\J admt n i.at r at.i or: d11r:l.1111 

his stay. Published in 1957, Bitter lemQn§_g_t_i,'y-1JI1!1l 

i®n~diately help~d~~m~nt L~wr~nc~ Ourr~I I'~ 11~~~~~v 



reputation and completed his trilogy of island books, 

although he achieved his greatest fame as a writer with 

the immense success of Alexandria Quartet, by the end of 

the 1950s. Easily i9entifiable with a ceramic plaque the 

house stands on a s~eep slope leading up from the village 

square and of ten draws more than a hundred visitors of 

different nationalities.daily. All are curious to see 

what captured the imagination of the write who lived in 

Bellapais vill~ge between 1953 and 1956 and died at the 

age of 78 in 1990 in France. Lawrence Durrell called 

Bitter lemons of Cyprus somewhat impressionistic study 

of the moods and atmosphere of Cyprus during the 

troubled years 1953-56, claiming to have seen the 

unfolding of the Cyprus tragedy both from the village 

tavern and from government house. Its popularity shows no 

signs of abating- to this day no other book about Cyprus 

is so widely read by, visitors who frequently seek out his 

evocative memoir as a primer before they arrive. 

Politically weightier than his book on Rhodes Reflections 

on a Marine Venus, ,J ... t snared cert.a in Rlm:ilnt-L1-i,~n, 

described in the British Newspaper 11'l'he Sunday 'l'Lme a " an 

"GXP:t'GI.Htlng tt poee, l: t:1 :i.111:0:x:;l t:t;t l: Lon w:l. t:b l 1111Ll r-1 tint H::l I rt 

hUt\\anist.1 s apl)et.lt.~:. l:m: lde1to:r:y an ijy€! to1' ul1rtt'at!L~r 
worthy of a nove Li.at;" , M~rny Gt'§f:l){, Cypd.ot:1:1 h av e 

criticized the book as much as what can be regarded as 

patronizing attitude to the villager witll whom Lr1w:n~:nr:A 

Durr@ll sur rounds 11lm@@l f In B~llapaj,fl, A I no A i 1- non l r1 hA 

said that anecdotes about them form the most A11tArtAJ11 I 11q 
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part of the book; as for what they consider is a 

distorted account of the begging of the EOKA straggle. 

However, the book also includes criticism of British 

policy. It is interesting to note that as a young lawyer 

working in 1950s Rauf Denktash, now leader of the Turkish 

Cypriot community sniffed a potential libel case against 

the authority canvassed the mainly Greek Cypriot 

residents of Bellapais about their reactions to how they 

had been ported in Durrell's book but it seemed there was 

not enough antipathy to take the case to court. 

Certainly, at that time of civil uprising and unrest, 

dismay at any writer's license taken by Durrell was 

perhaps the least of the problems faced by the villagers 

of Bellapais. 

When Lawrence Durrel} arrived in Cyprus in early 1953 it 

was with the intention of spending "a golden year off the 

work". He could never write well in uncongenial 

surroundings and decided that the Cyprus was "charmingu 

with a "real beauty" of its own. It lies in the hush of 

the Levant. This was before Durrell had achievp,d r111y rnmr-, 

as a writer although, he was w~lJ known in Glr.AAk u.,-A,nry 

circles and as an employee for 15 years in the 

I11for111~t::lou 901:v:Lt:idr.:l L1f: l:.ht:s t\.1:•:Ll::1.1:th .IJ'u1:·1::!.lq11 urrl11a~ 111 

Athen:s, Cnl1·u, Rhutltau and m~lyr@ld@. J\t::1 Li~ pu l 11. I II Ji I H 

preface to Bitter Lemons, he arrived as a privr1te 

individual bringing with him hi~ J-yeara old daughter, 

Sappho. He was soon t.o write in Justine 111 .I. JJavA e auapert 

to this island .. with l;1; :f!@w bocks emd a cit.I I t1. Mt::i I I ~rn I t:1 



child." The villagers say jokingly that only a sick man 

would chose such a remote place to rebuilt. Well then, I 

have come here to hail myself." As fiction it was very 
·'·i, 

close to the.truth. Durrell has placed himself at arms 

length from his estr?nged second wife and Sopha's mother 

Eve Cohen, the Alexandria Jews he had lived with in 

Rhodes and whose character bore similarities to the dead 

Melisa and the living Justine in his novels, while she 

recovered from a nervous breakdown in England. He stayed 

in Kyrenia for a few months with the local Greek Cypriot 

School teacher depicted in his book as Panos, until 

buying his house with the help of Sabri Tahir: an 

entrepreneurial T4rkish Cypriot. The purchase of the 

house is t.o Ld.iw i t.h great flourish in Bitter Lemons. 

With its earth floe~~ clay ceiling, no indoor lavatory, 

no electricity and no running water, its ownership and 

renovation became "tlle most Ln t oxd ca t.Lon of n.l L 111a.11.Ltw 11 

for Durrell. (Readers of Bitter. lemons of __ .Cypr'us may l,n 

interested ta know thRt the bot-charaotarR thA PannA iR 

not the real name of the Greek Cypriot teacher who waA 

kil.led. 0££ :ln ,th~ b<:?ok, ~uppeH~i;H:ily by ll!OKI\ r:111t1 1::ltul=l 

providing an f'lt1t1~Q1~1ly poignant tmcH11g, n i:f..1 HI LI I vt,i I y 

m\lol1 alive livin~, on \:hf::l gppgijj,t:~ t=ii{.:le~ Pf l:l1e rlj vtrlerl 

island) . With 11;1.s flawless Greek and as a t o te I y11Ar wl1<1 

had bought a hous9, it!l Bellap~ie, D1:1r1~·~L I 1.111 Ink I v l,t:it1r-11110 

the focus of great d~al of euriof!Ji ty and 111ovfH1 

effortlessly into the life of the village. 1~e villaqers 

mispronounced version of his name, Mr. "Mr ua1..Uu~111, 
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stuck and was later mirrored in the name he gave to the 

chief(ly) character in the Quartet, L.G.Darley. in 

Bellapais Lawrence Durrell lived a stark existence. One 

hose guest remembers the upstairs room which was his 

combined bedroom and stud as almost completely bare, with 

just a bed, chair and a table, upon which there was 

always a mug filled with sharpened pencils and a sheet of 

plain paper; that was all he had and all he needed to 

write. "But Durrell's planned year off to write rapidly 

dwindled as he contemplated the various expenses of 

buying a house, the cost of Eve's treatment and providing 

for himself and Sappho on his limited savings. (There 

have been interpretations of his attitude to Eve, ranging 

from her being" locked up at his orders" to him being 

"very concerned" about her). In fact, Eve came to live 

with Durrell 1954 although she is never mentioned in 

Bitter Lemons. Eve i.Ls remembered by Deirdre Guthrie, a11 

English womeri who lived in Bellapais at the ti.me, RA 

"very beautiful dar:k. and intense with gazelle .l Lk.e ey e a ? • 

Her looks were inherited by Sappho who n~A~mllLed 111·1,~ 

young .lUir.nbetll Taylor" . DURRELL J1imAS.l f I Ft I All1Amllt=rn,r1 

as having a captivating charm:" you cou l.d 11nvnr be ho t ncl 

.by L~rry arrd .Yt:lU dt:lUlti lliat::ea l::t.l h:1.rn .l:t11~ ltt1111:H. 11 Vt:::lt. 1 l1t:1 

ma.1'.ria.g~ wll:11 Ev~ wafoJ over . Mor@ at:.l!~uLJ(>II I t1 qlvr-,11 I 11 

the book to Durrell' a friend Marie MilJ.j_nq1-.on Dn=tkA, a 

much travelled, blond expatriate, Her house Fortuna, 

started wlt exotic oci enue i posseasJ.01tr:1 uvH.L'.l.tHilu-i<i n 

little bay east of Kyrerd.~ close to t.:J.H~ I omh or IIF1~/:l 1 !':ii 
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Omer, a favorite reading place of Durrell's. In September 
,;·,.·;·.\' 

1953 Lawrence Durre~l took a job teaching English at the 

Pan Cyprian Gymnasium in Nicosia, then the largest and 
\.-i 

most prestigious sch?ol on the island and later to play 

an influential role ,in Cyprus intellectual and political 

life. Many of its peoples joined in the nationalist ~ 
movement and ENOSIS. 

It had been the school of the leader of the impending 

EOKA uprising. 9eorge Grivas, who would soon become known 

as Dighenis and of ·Archbishop Makarios. To his students, 
)_ ' ,~(. 

Lawrence Durrell was viewed as an impressive teacher. He 

spoke Greek with an excellent accent, published poetry 

and spoke about literature with an inspired practiced 
<t; 

case. Lawrence, Dur~ell came to Cyprus as an Ellglish 

travel writer·and·he·.wrote all the realities during thP. 

troubled years in_l96-1956. Teaching at the Pnn Cyprian 

Gymnasium gave Lawrefuce Durrell a clear insight into the 

eentimente or many op tlle young politiea.L radJua.l.B ut 

Cyprus- passionately enotiat and auti-.8:d.l:ial1 but: r-1Jw;:1yr1 

thoughtful f\nd con:r.t<t;mrn to rum, Du;r.Jng 1-1i:1 fl 1 [ ma 

Lawrence Durr:ell wa9;,,fast making friends Ln both Br:LL.I nli 

majo1.' intellectual,,.,e.md a.1:·t:LE1tic p@1'E10llal.LL.Lf';Jt:1 uf Ll1FJ 

island, .i.nc Lud i nq Ni cos Kranidiotis, poet and secretary 

to Archbishop, Makarios and t he painter G. Paul Geor~:Lo, 

Adamantious, Di,amontr:.zLs and Constantin Siplridalds. Anot.hnr 

acquaintance. was Pau,l Xiutao who, as w@ll aa be Lnq a 
classics scholar am:l;,>,poet was also sales manager for Ll1A 



KEO drinks company. Lawrence Durrell was hired on a part 

time bases to write and translate advertisements through 

to have been an inspiration. for the composite character 

Panos in Bitter Lemons. Xitus was an enthusiastic and 

intimate source of ~ypriot folklore for Durrell. 

It came as a surpriie to many, especially his Greek 

Cypriot friends, wheel appointed as the new director of 

information services around the middle of 1954. However, 

as an experienced information officer who spoke fluent 

Greek and had spent much of his life in Greece, he was a 

logical choices. Lawrence Durrell was put in charge of 

Government press releases and publications and the Cyprus 

Broadcasting Service (CBS), in Bitter lemons of Cyprus 

he describes the state of his department when he took 

over: "a cellar full.of discarded blocks and photographic 

equipment so shabby,.and moldering as to be a disgrace: an 

aged film one or two~ a moribund house magazine and 

various other odds and ends of little practical use". 

His official du c Laa .int!lud~d b~i~! ing bol::.11 cyptJot:H n 1111 

foreign joun.wlist, .. ,e\. tiu.1k 11~ usua.l Jy t!F11:1:lnc1 u111 111 lilr1 

own style .i.nv it Lnq t.hem for a beer at t.lie T,edrf.l Pa l a ce 

Hotel. The duty in which Lawrence JJurreJ.L took ti.IA 1110RL 

pl(HlQUr~ Wtl.9 ta·~nA:fOt'll\inq th~ {')[ r ltd A. l 11( 'Yll l-'11 !:.j l~t=1\I I ~W11 

from a dull pr.opEl.ganda diE!pat.cll Int o 11 l:I vAl y l .I t:.fn·nry 

and artistic form. Hera Lawrenoe Durrell'R real. flair 

could be indulged, 11L am planning to ~J.LvA I l1A qnvA1:11111A111 

~ t'~~l.1.y 900d M;l,dc:.U{:),Jr.:.1.~tr;i:rn Revft==!w", l1i::> wn1h:s 111 t1 



project Cyprus ... and to give some standing British 

Culture. The review was soon to publish articles and 

poems by Freya Stark, Patrick Leigh Fermor, John Lehman 

and other well-known English writers as well as work by 
\. ~ 

distinguished but dea9 Greek authors. That because no 

contemporary Cypriot or Greek writer wished to publish 

their work in his pages. ·As Ian MacNiven, Durrells 

authorized biographer, writes in his book to be published 

this summer by Faber .. "His (Durrell' s) aim was to promote 

a sense of Cyprus as an independent cultural identity as 

Britain as god parents this sounded suspiciously like an 

unholy alliance between high art and low politics. This 

is exactly how '(George) Seferis would take Larry's 

direction of the review." Before accepting the post 

Durrell had gone to'·Maurice Cardiff; head of the British 

Council for advise an~ was told matter-of-factly: "do 

what you want, but you will lose all your Gr.eek Cypriot-, 

friends." Durrell know that becoming the of LLcJal 

spokesman for the B:ri,tish administration would be 

regarded as a betrayal by many of his friends Lu Cyprus 

and Athens. Many were indeed ~o feel thRt thAir 

confidence had been bet rayed and begun fHlflpFH!t· I 11q L11r11 

t.avrence Du r r e L] had" '.(;ul ti vat.ed t he i r f r i.erid s h ] p n11ly Ln 

gather material for \'his book and for his work w I t.h t lre 

information serv.ice1;3 ,·,:J)epiGted in this r o] P, l,/!1wrP11<1CJ 

Durrell is easily roc:wg11izabl@ as Harry Ju n uoval FIAi. I 11 

Cyprus at the same time; "the Age gf Branz" by Rodia 

Rou f o s , when Greek coune Lt in Cyprut:t. 



The job which lasted two years was to cost Lawrence 

Durrell several friendships he valued highly, including 

those with George Seferis and Adamentioud Diamantis. It 

would place him squarely in opposition to most of the 

Cypriot press Archbishop Makarios and his friends and 

Athens radio. There could be no disguising the colonial 

message in the series of pamphlets he issued, such as" 

why are we in Cyprus" -and the monopoly of ENOSIS. In 1955 

Lawrence Durrell's post was changed to that of Director 

of Public Relations and he was able to spend more time 

completing "Justine". An important companion had come 

into his life in the form of Claude Marie-forde, a French 

women who had lived in Alexandria and was to become his 

third wife. Lawrence Durrell has got three wives one 

Greek and two Britishh As the turmoil in CypruR has 

mounted, rife with .bombings and killings, Dur rel I came Lo 

the sickening realization that after "two yearR spent aA 

a servant of the Cr own" he had "achieved. 11ot.:Jd11q11 nA .La11 

McNiven writes: there WR~ i.11n.t=1ed R. b:Lt1·P.r·11f'\r:1r1 I 11 l·ltr-"l 

l~mons!,j. YBfH'f1· lotftr, :In 1~87 T1n.Wt'1:m.flf1 Du rre l l woul rt 

comment in the "Aegea11 Review" that the "d Laqu s tLnq 

a i euae Len ill cyp rua« ,w,as 11entireiy eng:LueeL·ed LJy ua" a11C.1 

would admit lds b)lU't Lu II our t\oubl©uf~Uf~llt~l~f.111 I 11 

politics. Tn rssu. Cync oomm:LB1:Llon@d 'I'heortnra 11r1vl I rlnu 1 r1 

research and write a,text for documentary on Lawrence 

Durrell's life in Cyprus but th0 proj~dt wn~ lnLBr 

canceled. Pa.vlitlou uas speeulr:1tetl w@t:1tll~r ll1:LE1 waf::J 

possibly due t~ CyFIC' fl: r.f:'lluotnnQ€3 t;g 1r.rrobf:l nln~e ·1 y i 11 t'.n 



Durrell's role as a go-between bridging both Cypriot 

communities and the British governments as well as some 

murky revelations about his personal life. Durrell was to 

write about himself that "art for me is secateurs, an 

instrument to cut a ~ay that selves. I have so many, I 

have to lop them oft and let the fruit grow." This sense 

of having a multiplicity of selves is crucial in 

understanding the conflicting shades of the authors 

character; whose strength and genius as a writer has 

never been disputed. 

His life and work were dipped in the same brush. This 

held a darker personal significance for Durrell after his 

daughter Sappho committed suicide in 1985, aged 33 

hanging herself with a robe that was made from the hems 

of her dresses, followi119 a period of mo n L:.1J. ti L:r:,bJ.1 :L Ly. 

Al though he was never directly accused by h in dauqht.o r 

his reputation has .been ul.ouded by a Ll.un i onn in l1Ar 

diaries of an incestuous relationship betweA11 LhA Lwu 

incest io ~ theme t.:l1nt po1:;·vctdtiti Du:t:'J_'aLH L,'11 i-:,1 wu1 I•, 111 1 l1n 

"'1um~~ uf " Lht:) J\v .Ly.tHJll Qul'lt'l:.@L11 • 'I'hr: H l l i-;q11 I I um~ 111r1<1H 

by supposed friend and l:l.t::.13:ra:r:y exe out r ix Rnrl1r=n·r:1 FnJ-i13r111 

in an article in the Loudon Sunday 'l'eJeg1:r1b.d1, i.11 

May, 1991, wen~ cot111t~:n~d by Mar:iNiv~m i.n /:l I Pl I P 1·· t 11 1 I 10 

pap~¥' tn JUf\€3' II@ Jj_:f:!t§ll 11el0ffiK)@ll3J1g11 f3-Vi r1!3llf!f:3 f!HJAi 111::ll 

the charges. In Cyp.ru s controversy over Durrell as a man 

seen as using ,Greek Cypriots :!:or h i s own and Briti.sh- and 

WR.S 9Xfll\1),l19d +n Rn. P\'l'.'t,j,gJ,9 in J,991 l:)Y 'l'l1pnr1I 1''11 Pr-i II I I r'ln11 

for tho now c1oeuncL Cyprufil vi.ew , 81::tA w1:ol.A I l1r11 I 11 l1f-l1 
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research she repeatedly encountered" the same feelings 

of anger and betrayal." Her conclusion was that Bitter 

lemons of Cyprus" is an unashamed apology for Britain's 

conduct during the Cyprus struggle" although she 

acknowledges that towards the end of his life he appeared 

to regret Britain's role in Cyprus tragedy and his part 

in it. Now withstanding this controversy and his complex, 

sometimes troubled personal life, the strength and genius 

of Lawrence Durrell as a writer have never been disputed. 

Bitter lemons of Cyprusremains an important contribution 

to Cyprus literature. Lawrence Durrell was appointed to 

general information office by the Cyprus government. He 

express his life by writing the book of Bitter lemons of 

Cyprus(l957) .~ Lawrence Durrell gained, the ability of 

writing after he had read the book" Tropic of CRn~Ar1." 

in Corfu, written by Henry Miller. Lawrence Durrell and 

Henry Millmr w r'o t.e t e ~m.ch o t Iio r' :Ctn· tt lu111::1 1::L111t:i. MutJL or 

their lette1'S1were.µub.lishecl Lu .L962. (J,nwr·,·,r1<:r• llt11"n'll I 

and Hen:ry MiLle r ) { a p r i.vat.e nn:rreF1p1mr1f:311ne) , 1,i'iw r e nrie 

Durrell was influenced by the Greek culture and tile vJew 

in hio pm~t:ricH1 a11c1.11ovels. InEJptt~ o,f, t.h l n , l.riWthtll!h 

Durrell tried to. create a new world ot.her t.ha n no11c!e~11 ,,r 
time. Lawrence bu r re t L writings (novels) were uot: al1rn11 

problems uf social 1.·~alitit.H~, in g~n~:ntl Ui~.v 
symbol of quality. ·In 11:Lf'.1 writings th 

bounded to each other with sensitive relations t 
.:;~;~ '.'?,~\?/\(;~\:~ . .' 

aaaoe i aue r'enu nf.ecenoes , were tull of qeuer i o µleii~d:i:ies. 
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As a British travel writer, Lawrence Durrell had been to 

Egypt, Greece, Rhodes, Cyprus, Belgrade, Cairo, Corfu, 

India and France and he wrote everything he saw and he 

reflected all the realities of these countries and places 

(islands). Lawrence D~rrell is a travel writer by going 

Corfu Rhodes and Cyprus islands; Lawrence Durrell 

developed his investigations and completes a trilogy of 

island books. one of Lawrence Durrell's best friends Mr. 

Kemal Rustem a book seller in Nicosia, gave me 

information about the writer Lawrence Durrell. According 

to him; Lawrence Durrell was appointed to the general 

information office by the period of British 

Administration and he worked there for a long time. When 

the British Administration ended he returned to hiA 

country England. After then, Lawrence Durrell regularly 

visited Cyprus. His (.first) wif~ was GrGGk. TIA rip oleo t:l1r1 

Greek language fluently but he could speak only a LI LU P 

Turkish. Al though LawrenoA Du r r-e.Ll. had n GrAAk wi f A t1A 

never supported Greeks, and he behaved justifi~ble wrJ.LAr· 

dux.i.ng tlu;1 GtV(:llll:A (t:1'.'rn1l:fl.Pr:1) nl: Cyp1::-11r:1. l\r•onn1 I 11q 1·110 

book ~€}LL@.t', Kt3l\lal JHi.f-1Lt.al\l/ Ln.Wl'€Hl(J§ DlLL'l'r,] I WrH·I r1 HI I 111111 

wr i t e r , He had brilliant ideas about wrH::L11s:1 and J1e was a 

perfect writer Ln Eng.Lish .Literature and .lrn k uow 1:111::1 

Bnglisll l:Ltt=!rature very w9ll; And 11~ prnvf.!d I 11 I 1=:1 I 11 11 I r..i 

writings. He had bef\n In rugypt, Qreea~, Cnrf.11 n1H1 Pl1nr1AH, 

The fightings and event a in Cyp;ru1;;1 at'§ w r l.t t.en in hl.a 

troubled book Bitter lemons of Cyprus Accon.Ung t o Mr·. 



personality and a good friendship. Before Lawrence 

Durrell left Bellapais he sold his house for a British 

family and soon after it was sold to an American family. 

According to a villager, who has got a supermarket in 

Bellapais near Lawren~e Durrell house, Lawrence Durrell 

was a spy against the Turkish people so the Turkish 

government pan i shectfi.im during the troubles in 1974. 

Lawrence Durrell loved the Greek people more than the 

Turkish people. Lawrence Durrell supported Greeks during 

the troubles in 1974. Lawrence Durrell has got a daughter 

who lives in England. I went to Ballapais to see Lawrence 

Durrell's house. I told an American family that I wanted 

to see the house where the great writer lived for years 

and the family showed me all the rooms of the house with 

pleasure. I was told by the American family that there 

was a women by the na,me of Mrs. Deidre Guthrie who wao 

Lawrence Durrell neighbor and best friend. MrR. Deidre 

Guthrie helped. Lawrence Durrell wh LLe lie WRA µtll)lJ.~tll.t1~1 

his book. Another ne i.qhbo r of his, named l'l:l k mot ll I 111.:r1111 

crnd hi~ \\!:i EA who :i.R ,Bt'c:i.U.Rb gr1v~ m~ 1:1omA mr ue i 11 f n n11n I i r 111 

about Lawrence Durrell. 

highly Luplt;r\.l lJouk. IL 119 ttll!IO on@ of Llln 111ur-ll n11< 11 :,1 I i 11n 

accounts of R lovely Land s cape and j.1=1 pe rpl ex:L11c1 b111· 

likable inhabitants that have read for severa.l yearA. WA 

can prove t hat; he is a travel wri tar by gi v Lnq t·l1A 11::itttl'-'r-1 

of his travel boolrn such as 1 "Tl1@ Qreelr IA1Rrn1A", 

"Cicilian Ca r ou ae L" ,,,_ 11Prospf:!rP' 1:1 Ce l.L'", 11l\ gu:Lc1e Lo Lite . . 
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landscape and manneis of the Island of Corfu", 

"Reflections on a Mrine Venus", "a Companion to the 

Landscape of Rhodes", "Spirit of Place", "Letters and 

essays on travel" edited by Allan G.Thomas. Bitter lemor1s 

of Cyprus. His poetries "collected Poems, Selected Poems, 

Vega and the Icons". His drama is "Sappho". His letters 

and essays are: "Sprit of place" edited by Allen 

G.Thomas, "Lawrence Durrell and Henry Miller" "A Private 

Correspondence literary Life lines". The Richard 

Aldington- Lawrence Durrell correspondence. His humour 

books are:"Stiff upper Lip, Esprit de Corps, The Best of 

Antrobus, and Savve Qui Peut". One of his writing for 

drama is" An Irish.Faustus". His writing for "FOR YOUNG 

PEOPLE" is "White Eagles over Serbia". "SEBASTIAN OR 

RULING PASSIONS": A novel by Lawrence Durrell. 

"SEBASTIAN OR RULING.PASSIONS": This is the forth in 

Lawrence Durrell's current sequence of novels, following 

"Constance", which was short-listed for the Booker Prize. 

What Mr. Durrell calls his "Quincunx" can now be seen 

emerging as an Avignon quintet, more and morP. 

recognizably linked with the t hemes and charnct ars of " 
The Alexandria Quartet". In Sebastian the local :ls 

principally Qor,1ew~, picking up from t.110 uluHH ur 
"Constance'', and as, the·· at.ory unfolds what, r-:H'!P."rn1t~d 

brillia.nt paccnwork hecomea A ounnin~'Jy woven tr.1pARt:r.y. 

The relationship of. Constance and Aff ad :I.R undrvr t.h.r e a L, 

and t hay J:'aR],J:,:Q thi:;iy ;,n·~ h~Ac;i;l,ng fc:n:• R 'l:cir.n:''/:11l r,r .. l 1:1or::i 1 
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while her professional practice as a clinical 

psychiatrist involves her in the patient healing of an 

autistic child; her lover's son; and the handling of a 

dangerous crimina~ psychopath. These intervened episodes 

are as full of tende~.insight and electrifying melodrama 

as anything La~renqe Durrell has ever written. 

"ANTROBUS COMPLETE\\ .By Lawrence Durrel : 

Think-tanks and political review committees have 

confirmed that the British Foreign Office is indeed a 

timeless institution. Antrobus, narrator of these tales 

of diplomatic misadventures, is the embodiment of 

everything that makes it what it is. Here, for the first 

time between one pair of covers are all the Antrobus 

stories, accompanied by memorable drawings by Marc made 

specially for this .ed,j,;tion. The result i R ;:i honk r o 

cherish for Rs long:·as the r oo ho Ldn owny ovo r U11· n.1111q 

British I nt e r e at s .. ",What will still, please he av eu , be 
< •••• -i 

the diplomatic co.rps ," with its protocol and t o rma.Lf.t.Lan ., ' 

and a field foe humor wui.oh havs never FJeP.11 I )F>I I t:> ,. 111=11=>!1 

Umn Ln 1-\\Bi:113 fltorti=H:t,, n·I Fl fHlntlrnr i mporr aru 1.1rie1 , i Bf:i 
are: "The Tree of Ld.l.ene s a " and 110n seemJ.11s_1 Ln P:res11me11 

anel "ft'he !JtB11c1" • 

"CLRA" a navel by Lawrence Ourrel 

"Clea" comp.l et.es Mr. Lawrence Durrel' s "Al.axandr-: 

Qutt.t'ttlllt" . rt advat1eaB. arn1 reael ve s the 1:H:u,1.y u r: ·,, 
:~-.;; 

·l 1:~>.H:li ( · - Justine, Balthazar and Mountoli v-e have already .L :U; Ut.'' · 



different aspects. The narrator, Darley, returns to the 

city of Alexandria in time of war to find all changed 

falls in love with Clea and begins the writing of his 

work. Lawrence Durrel's supple and enchanting style 

creats landscape, atmpsphere, and mood. The story runs 

more smoothly than in the first two novels of the 

sequence, but no less de~ply. "The Times. With Clea the 

whole complex conception of Lawrence Durrel's "Alexandra 

Quartet" of novels, is before us. Its shear fictive 

imagination; the metapsychology gliding into farce, the 

political thriller interpenetrated by poetry, Alexandria 

mirroring all the artifacts of man - is unequaled. 

"QUINX OR THE RIPPER.' S TALE" A novel by Lawrence Durrel 

With Quinx Lawrence·'Durrel completes his Avignon Quintet, 

a quincunx of highly original novels to rival his famous 

Alexandria Quartet. "Monsieur", "Livia", "CousLance", 

"Sebastian" and now Quinx comprise a beautifully 

constructed major work, rich in Lnvent i on, pnynho l oq.i r.n 1 
truth and sheer entertainment. In Quinx the characters 

co11vergtel /;\11 J\.v:L911011 Lu the, i111111t:f)cU.G\tffl bl(: l::tH'llln.L:.lt U [: Lile 

war. Tribe9 or gypsi@li':l. from all over ruurubH~ f\J.'r1 111nv I 11q 
ctown t hr cuqh P:n::ivencs far their f-s1=1tiVAl At: t.he ril111n1J1 

of Les Saintes Maries de La Mer in the CF1111F1 r~111A. 1,r 11 d 

Galen discmven:i f1·01n A fc:::i:rt.un~ tell~r t::l1AI· 1·111:1 

wh~:n,;iabout.~ o:E tJ1~ gyprJi@ffl and to Elnurg@l, 1-J,A w~rl i mB 

double agent and lover of Livia, The great climax of t.lie 

book as everyone, real and illusory, gatlleLA .l)AJow LIIA 
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Pont du Gard at a banquet for the opening of the 

treasure-sanctuary, is one of Lawrence Durrel's most 

magical pieces of descriptive writing. 

"THE BLACK BOOK" A N9VEL BY Lawrence Durrel : 

The Black Book was written in 1936. The author was 

talented, and twenty-fo~r years old. A kind of angry 

young man's at~ack on literature and 'the English 

death's savage batt~e conducted in the interest of self 

discovery, an ocean of sustained writing, it has always 

been regarded by him, and by those of his readers who 

have been able to get hold of it, for it has never been 

published in Britain before; as the first of his major 

novels. The phantasmagoric scene is mainly a short of, 

residential hotel with potted ferns, at the southern tip 

of the old Borough of Lambeth. The Christal Palace ALLJJ 

towers on its high. .r.anqe , the trams still nAriAnd and 

descend; and for a long time it is snowing. TILLA nove l. 

~f t€c)r tw~uty"' odd yo~:L'tl I t1 L:LLl l.tctti 1;t_ 1:1tJHtJ.l.nJ .I 1111:ir i L In 111 JH 

for Lawn~nce Dtll'l'(;ll t1ud 11my yc1L: 1.1.eM.v~ I.I 11 111H i k 11pt111 1 l1H 

:r~~g~:r who can :rf3ooqn:i.~f3 :\.t: fq:r. wl1~t :i.1-. ·1 f:l, 'l'l1e l=l I i=H1i, 

Book was truly an agon for him, a savage ba t.t J.e co11<iun1·ed 

i.n t:.hi? i1.1t::~t'1::11=1\:J:~ ~:F: J:lp:l:f:-1:Hl:l~!=lV-Flr.y, '.l.'111=1 hrinlt ·I /:i i:=d ,t1111- A 

~ctVct9~ Ch0\.CCOnl fH;Ot:-ul, f),[ ~.bl.I, I~ l.l'llnl fllH1 HMHllfi l 

etiolation, but it Ls not Luck Lnq Lu a oe rt a Ln au t.hr uI 1y 

of its own despite the violence of its exe cut.Lon , 

Uudornoctt:11 tho. J::>hct11t.nt:Jt11c:tgt:l:l:.'d.r.1, l:'t:;ti.l vctl11t:::i1::J d.l.t::l lHt::iu.1.tH:Jt::!!1, 

t'@al probl@ms o.c · ell~ A11glo=Saxo11 psyoue fl.1'L:Luu.Lat~ti F1.11ti 
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canvassed. All this had nothing to do, of cours~ with 

purely literary merit, which is not for him and 

encouraged him to believe that Lawrence Durrel was 

perhaps a real writer and not just a word spinner of 

skill. It was a turning point in his life, as a writer to 

receive the praise of artist who at that time seemed so 

remote and out of reach- Elliot and Miller and Cyril 

Connoly. Lawrence Durrel had not hoped for such 

encouragement when he embarked on the adventure of 

writing. He wrote all the realities. 

III. A BOOK BASED ON POLITICAL AND HISTORICAL_ BAC~G~OJmP 

OF CYPRUS AT THE 1TIME 

the Cypriots had a clear majority of votes when they wPre 

under Ottoman rule~ Under the English rule the Cypriots 

counting both Ch r.i a ti.an a and MoRlAmR, r1rP ., nl'i no ri rv nr 

two in seven. Under, Ot t oman rule, t he 1·eprer-iP.11.Lat:.L vr:H I o I' 

the people had a majority of: votes, Undr=r R11qJ.j_FJll r11 I A, 

representatives of the people are all t:og-et:hAr exc.LudA<l 

ft'Ol\\ t.h~ bo;:ffd. fl'(::il"llli::ir.:t.y t~llF> Gy19:ld ql-:1:1 l1.:1r1 ;:11:1 11111r1l1 ,1,,111 , ,, I 

OV&J.' thA.l.l.' own n . .Ef.fLi.t:fl nfl n!11gLLi;:iJ, pt:iOJJ°IR; uuw I ltny ril n riri 

helpless as a mult::l.t11cle of. R1.11:11,d.an Ssi:-lll:I. Nci ra.:e , 

however weak p.re.t e r s a s t ranqe r in the nl1a LI o t f:l I .i::l I H. 

yp1d.Qts wE1.ut~d l:LDE\1ty- Eld tlH~ (j1~t:H,~k wov,=11·'11111,:;111 1,;:1,1 1,, 
find a sc turton frn:, 1-.J1A Cypruf! prnnl.em . On:isne wr1111 Ar1 

ENOSl.S but they WBXA not in n hur ry , 
The decision .to take it to UN (United Nc1Ll.ouF1) wnA R 
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were reacting to the domestic pressure. For Byzantine 

culture was· something more than the sum of the elements. 

It drew from languishing Hellenian and the influences of 

the Near East. Greeks loved British but they became 

deadly against the~ during the period of EOKA. ENOSIS was 

too peaceful to be true. A true child of the 

Mediterranean Lt s- spiritual temper was shown in its 

religious and artistic spirit. Politically it was 

characterized by a belief in the unbroken indeed 

unbreakable, unity of church and state, and the Greek 

Orthodox church, its basic institution and mentor, has 

continued to flourish within the modern Greek State. 

Archbishop of the Orthodox Church of Cyprus had the whole 

authority and he was regarded as the ethnarch or leader 

of the Greek; speaking section of the inhabitants. Tn 

1804, a rising against the Archbishop was quelled. In 

1821, a more serious dl e t u i-bauoo o c cu rtod J.11 Ll ro 

authorities arrested and executed t.Iie 7\:rclll:J i nl 1op ·In 

Greece. From thif1 WA cou l.d AAA :Jun1- how r1AAply llirMA11, 

and in what depths of unconscious hd at or Lca.l p:r.:ocesB, I: lie. 

:t'tH}l::fl t,,f Ol11t:1ct.it1 lct,y hltldeli, •t1hB abt:l,::,IH:Jd u.t r.l pul.LL l1ld I 

lif~ ot any E101·t i11 t~ll@ :Uile:\.nd wa~ a maJ Of WF:!/:tk 111='.~~, r11111 

t he ot1rrent pol:l.t::l.oi:ll i=rn~ne o:l.vj.oe¢1 ~-t.~el f ((Jrselrn) 

neatly into two paue l a , right and Let c . 'I'lie a:Lc~B o f ,· I r1i11 

w~nt~d RnoA:l.A, bub Ir.hi=! 1=1;l.di:i t;j:/: :u:i.f-1:: t-Hi:'I Wil:. wi::1111- lillHt~ I t::j, 

Tlu~y could ~a0i1y b~ 1§d away by polH~iL!Fl. l dl f E~t PIH '~H. 
Priests were very Jm:porti:lnt:. at that; t Lme , 'I'he.r e wa~ a 

Greek island in Cyprus, with its apdr Lt un.I pArF1n11 of t l1n 



Ethnarch and embodied in Greek language and Greek 

institutions. 

The island was; in fact, quit despite the strikes and 

demonstrations; the press was free, there was nobody in 

prison for a political offense and life was normal. The 

problem was not being regarded as a European political 

problem but as a purely Colonial one. The angle of vision 

was one which took no account of Athens and Ankara, and 

in Cyprus it seemed; were the two nodes of the thing 

which determined the international aspects of it. Genova, 

Rome, Venice, Turkey, Egypt, Phoenicia, through every 

mutuation of history she was sea-born and sea-doomed. 

Hellenism was the ·important subject for Greeks. Modern 

Greek History can hardly explain the fantastic romance 

which the Greek mind.has built up around the story of the 

1821 Revolution. Political honesty was unshakable. For 

Byzantine culture was something more than the sum of th~ 

elements it drew from languishing Hellenism and the 

influences o.f: the Ncnr Enot~. Sil'.' Iln ri-y ~11nvr)ly 

diacorsing on chapt e is in Cyprus history wh l.<:11 I ny 

out ai.de the (hill rhrnty rrr.~flAnt, t he 1:1svsn.=irl l1Anfl nf 

Oneseilos buzzing with honey-bees, or Be reuqa ,~_Lr1 lJeL11(~J 

Ol'.'OWll~d J.11 L:llll~i'lf;Wl, t1:t: l::.h1:tl::. tH:.1cl .t(:l.n.9 t:::1r: Nat1 L'ct1.il1111:1 wl111 

invlt~d an @m.L'ly turm of fan by a110J,11L:..LJl~J .l1.l.111r1r;l 1- w.11 11 

Tyrian ail, wh i.ch l}l.A cloves ado:i:;@d, :l.n o r-de r t.hat. tl1A Ir 

fluttering wings should keep him cool du r iuq mea l a . 

'l'he:t'~ watt ilbl::.11:Lu~ vet~uely resemb11n9 a poi Luy .LJ.11tJ wl1.l.c111 

one could EJl:.udy and .l11te;J;'p1;·~t.. 15'0t' t.lle tJ.1·rJl: tl111t1, l.J1r; 
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writer realized that they had no real policy, save that 

of offering constitutions whose terms made them 

unsuitable for acceptance and of stone walling on the 

central issue of sovereignty. The few inches of space the 

island had enjoyed ~p to here in the world press had now 

swollen out of all iecognition, had proliferated like a 

cancer into feature-art1cles, political treaties, 

supplements and leaders. The police force had remained 

almost unchanged, except for a change of a title. 

Classical piece of ignorance was impossible to dispel 

among officials, none of whom had any knowledge of 

European politics and the Balkans. The map of Cyprus 

became crosshatched with visions of its landscape under 

sun or cloud, in various weathers, in the grim mou11tai118 

of Trodos, or the smiling vine and mulberry lFlndR abovP. 

Paphos, at Salamis and Jolousa, Myrtou aud Famagusta. J.11 

December t.r copn opAnAci f::i.rA Rt:. T,:LmRAfH,l, 1111rlnr nnvnrn 

p rovoca t Lon , and wounded t lrr youchs , i'\11 L11.cld~)11L l.l1cJ11ql1 

trivial, which. strnddled the front paqes o E tlie .Clundny 

press in London and convinced the Goven1rne11 t; t.ha L mwl 1 

t~Gtia~ W~l::~ _p{'.)1.'.1.t;l.t:.!,'1lly ~.')(J)e:lll~A.v~ /:lllt1 i:il11111 I tl I 11::! 

ab~m1on~ll. T.l\e wr.l.LeH.' preaeut.eu to QovAi-11111H111 w l 111 n 

brief poli t Lna L repo1:L 111 wld.Pl1 lie t.iI e~1 l.r i r!r 111de111::1s I 118 

fragments of aLL t he ae conversations Lnt.o aome r.h i 11q wl1 i r'i1 

might interest the 1JtLlicy~makt:it't::1, 13eEd.deFl Fl I I 

too. th@ fleconcln.ry l3f.:CijOtEI of th@ Cyprus ·i 1:ffrnA 

impinge on the soU.d:\.ty of the B>alkan Pa ot; a1HJ, _ 
1tr 

the tiresome mon t ha o r terg;Lversat.J.on tl1A 11:L1111;;d:=e:ifi 



had become alarmed by the difficulties it was facing. The 

swollen tides of public opinion in Greece and Cyprus were 

pressing upon the walls of the slender dam, the 

Archbishop's personal prestige, which alone kept events 

captive. These was almost a note of anguish in the 

Ethnarchy appeals for some issue to the problem. In 

default of policy try a bread politics seemed to be the 

general attitude and indeed seen from Whitehall Cyprus 

itself looks absurdly small a pink spot the size of a 

fingernail on the fretted map of the Eragi-comic 

landscape of the Near East. The reports from Athens and 

Ankara would show how quickly the tide was rising and how 

necessary it was to,think about Cyprus instead of taking 

cover behind indifference or petulance. 

This showed a frightening political ignorance, both about 

the nature of revolutions in general and about the 

animating spirit of,the present discontents. It was cleRr 

even at this time that tlle intellectuals .t·e~a1:ded l!:UJ<I\ 

as having beh i.ndci t . the irrer::ds t::LblA mnrn~11 t· 11111 <if nHH1~ 1 11 

G:n:i~k ni.st.ory , Cyprun wr1n nlmply n n~pA1- ·11· I on n f. 

Macodenia. Crete had I after all been cleared I 11 t:11 Is wny; 

and the only trageciy or the whoLe at r a Lr wnH I l1r11 ll1H 

war was dirl'.lcted e.qa.:L11Gt. e. t rad l t i.ona.l arn1 n1tH1lt···li1:1 I ovt:111 
frl~nd \.~ho}!~ lA.ol, ot lli~torj oi'-1.l \UlCl~rf.lt-rirnn 11q wnfl 
incomprehensible. With the political issueR :l.1 -remed:I.Fll i In 

land locked by the implacability of 'I'u r'k Lah op ln i.on , bot 11 

metropolitan and d0tDAAt,j,c:i, the J,s1trn<1 wM ri now 1·0 hr".1 

turned upon unde r courue , away from t he FH.!A<1A111 Ir! A><< ilin 11qhft 
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of the council chamber towards crueler extremist. From 

the problem child of the politicians it was to become the 

field of operations of the soldiers. Except for the 

absence of the slain, the present scene differs little 

from that witnessed by the victorious Turks as they 

entered the city under Lala Mustafa on the 5th of August 

1571, after nearly 12 months siege. 

IV. BITTER LEMON OF CYPRUS :SYNOPSIS 

while Lawrence Durrel was going to Cyprus by ship his 

first stationary was Venice. The write walks around to 

sea interesting places of Venice and he meets a Bolognese 

tug. The Bolognese person slanders Cyprus and advises the 

writer to go to Athens instead of going to Cyprus. 

According to the Bolognese person, Cyprus is not worth 

seeing but Lawrence Durrel envisages to buy a house in 

Cyprus and live there for a whl Le . Ile 1ne11LLu111:1 a.lJ011.L Lite 

poets and writers who had been to Cyp ru a r111d 1 ·i vAd t-llArP 

for a while such no .Rf.mbnud , K:l.tcincrr Arn1 Mrn. l,Aw In. I l1n 

writer thinks that the book "a Lady's Impressions of 

Cyprua II wrictf,:'lll by M.L'B. Lewis W1LLO!L lle Ltrl.H ':-IUL WUII I.Cl IJH 

good g-uidnrn..:'-' . 

F.~Xflt I t:l\A wri t.e r ornne.a t~O l1°irHi=HH=lO.l. 1~-111311 1·]1s rr1· i e1=1I 

Basil helps him to go to Kyrenia. The priest FlrHJJ.l aendn 

hi111 to Nlcol§l.:l~ with h:lt;1 tH:mt;ll!-:t l::b f::lttt:l h:lj:j br.bl:1101::- dt.lt1 

pl'iest Basils brot.htu·. wou l.d h~ly tllei WJ,'J.Lf:.iJ: . l,rtw1·/ol11cn 

Durrel. spAnkR Gn'IAk f l.uent.Lv , 'the G;r~(3k Oove1::-nment:. 

officers, English was spoken. The Greeks were uuea sv 



a village. Although he hasn't got enough money Sabri 

Tahir helps him. 

If he had had much money, he would have been in another 

country. Under these. conditions Lawrence Durrel wishes to 

experience it through its people rather than its 

landscape, to enjoy the.sensation of sharing a common 

life with the pumble villager of the place and later to 

expand his field of investigation to its history, the 

lamp which illuminµtes national character in order to 

offer his life subjects a frame against which to set 

themselves. The price of building plots increased after 

the war. With the help of Sabri Tahir he found an old 

house in Bellapais. The house belongs to a shoe maker and 

the corncob of the house belongs to his wife. After a 

long bargain, Sabri,,:Tahir convinced the widow woman and 

Lawrence Durrel pays the money and owns the house. The 

writer and his frie~p Andreas Kallergis go to the 

moughtar of Bellap~i~ and get information about BellapaiA 

and people who, liv~ ,'.there. There is the Tree of J'dl enerm 

where the inhabitants of Bellapai13 seat under it and 

spend most of t.lJ.eir, time. By the tra<.1itio11, Lile 

inhabitants of Bm.llf).paie a:re r@ga:rd~d as tlrn l rnd ~F-ll' I 11 

the islemd. Th~y a:t'~r all landed men, coff€H'.3rC)r;LnJrn:rr1 nll(1 
card-players. That ia.why they live to auoh aqes, Nobody 

ever seems to die t.her e . Lawrence Durrel learns from Ute 

moughtar how Bella.pEtis (Bellapaise-Guzelyur,·t:;) r ook ·I 1-r:1 

name and gets iufo:i:mation about the patJt of t.11@ v.lJ.:L1·1qA. 

,;;). 

'"!. ··., 
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because the British were the rulers. As soon as he goes 

to Kyrenia, he starts his searching. In a short time the 

writer gains a lot of friends and shares a room with a 

Greek Cypriot teacher whose name was Panos. He works as a 

teacher in a village.school. He begins to see the island 

as whole, his picture of it from the conversations of his 

host. Then Lawrence Durrel suffers from malaria at 

Larnaca. The writer concludes there must be a Cyprus 

beyond the red pillar-boxes and the stern union Jacks 

were weird enclaves of these Mediterranean folk lived a 

joyous, uproarious meddled anarchic life of their own. 

According to the writer, the British Colony leads a 

monotonous life. The .. writer's compatriots were decent, 

civil folk who hadlbeen brought here, not by any desire 

to broaden minds cumbered only by the problems of 

insolence and trade, .but by a perfectly honorable paRRion 

for sunli9ht i.'\t lov.r income tax. The BritiRil RAA a onA 

dimensional figure in the Cypriot. The BritiRil people who 

Ld v ad in Cyprus fcil:' y{'.ltt:t·t-i d:Ld uut lcu ow n11y li:11,1 I l.n h 111 

Greek. 011(~ o.C bent :F.1:.Le1HJf!l J,nwrf-1.ll.CB n111Tnl qrn111 1 r, !IHl11 

Tahi.r' a bu r e au Tu ck i.ah buy a hou ae w:Lt~ll 1~11e 

recommendation of his best friend C'l i.t o . Hnl)r·i 'l.'nl1ir'R 

~f f io~ ;l,~ :\q th~ 'l'ltt:ld.t;th (,'f\-lF\t'te!:f-' §;{; K:Vt:'PI i-1 A' /\rlrJt, r·t1 Ii tu I , I 

Vlito, Sabet Tald.r :Lu one of. ene blgg~F-11· nJCJllf-iH i 11 

Kyrenia. On the contrary Lawrenoe DurrAl JR VAry plenRAd 

from Sabri Tahir whQ,,.helps him to find a house w i.th r1 .I ow 

pr-d ce aud he dea:ldcH:1.1 t:111:Jtt €l~bf'i r11ahL1: :Lr.:!11' I. r1 1:u1::J1tti n1111 

he is 
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When the inhabitants heard him speaking Greek they found 

it strange. One of them named Morais tries to provoke the 

people against Lawrence Durrel but with the help of his 

friends; Andreas and Michaelis, the writer achieves to 

gain everyone's friendship including Morais. The moughtar 

of the village helps him to rebuilt the house, to 

decorate it and to move ·his belongings to the house. His 

neighbors are very friendly to him. He often goes to 

Dimitris pub for a glass of wine because he likes wine 

very much. Lawrence Durrel begins to lead a life in 

Bellapais just like the inhabitants. Lawrence Durrel's 

mother comes (to Cyprus for holiday) to his house sand 

stays for a while with him and she likes the place, the 

house, and the villagers very much. The beauty of the 

house contents Durre1l's mother and she is able to 

establish something like regular domestic routine with 

the help of the Xenu ,, the huge porpoise of a maid from 

the villr1ge of Cr1:r.·mi. ThA wri.r.Ar ltFlA n11P fi rm l1n'I rl o v o r 

his neighbors. He knows mo.re about. G1·0.e~0 Ll1n11 L11ny 

(Lnhab t t aut s ) do. He is regnr·ded with nwe and 1·e8pec1 

because the wr:l. t er ha s actually lived ov e t: LI tA 1. e, ;,111u11q 

tllosfe'l pat'AQ<Hlt:1 cc.1t tH~111oet'Al;ir1 vl1~k'..u~, 'l'l1t=i I ,. I t1P~ 

( Inlmb:LtnnLf:I :\ d@a) or Gl.r.eHi30t:'l :L6 or parad l f:lA r111 Rn rl 11, rl 

paradise w i.t.liou t, defect::.. Acco rd inq t o t.lre wrl 1.e1· I.I' 

Greeee had not; given the permission the lli. Hflli. cyp 1. .l.ul.1::1 

would have given up deme.nd'.lnq "Elnosit3". J t. w,H-1 w r ] 1 1 t-..,1, . .. 

"Enos1s14 c\.ll over t.lw wnlln of tl1@ lJJmAAA 111 nAl I npn I A. 

Some of the writer's visitors brought w:Lth t.heru more 



troubling preoccupation's which hardly seemed to find a 

place in that sunlit world of books and characters. One 

such was Alexis, an old Athenian friend, they had 

escaped together to create in 1941 by caique and had been 

intermittently been, in touch eversince, though their work 

had taken them far apart. He was now at the United 

Nations and was passing to the Palestine. Lawrence 

Durrel's friend Alexis, speaks about politicks but 

Lawrence Durrel came to the island as a private 

individual and he doesn't concern with politics. The 

writer's friend Alexis says to him they (Greek people) 

like British but while everyone wants Enosis 

theoretically but. there is no sense of urgency about it. 

The Greek people like British but during the period of 

"EOKA" they were behaving badly. Then, all these was 

given greater force and color for him when he was 

commissioned to write R series of art-icJ An on tliA i nrmn 

for an American institute of international relations 

bulletins; distasteful task, fu1-· lie, cJJ.nLLJrn w1·.I.L.l.11~ nlH1111 

politics. Yet the money would buy him n dorn· r11.tcl ti wl11d,,w 

tor t ne br1lcony :roomR, and h@ lrnow no h/31:.t:sr wny or 
earning it. The writ.er trJes together J11Eormr1L.Lo11 r11Jrn11 

th('} h:i.t:ttc::ll:'}f l'Ultl pol:l.t:::it11il pt:H:dt.ic,u AbtHII.: cn11 llt:1 liy At:JI•. I 1111 

}:)c=Ol:)le he~ \\ldc~L:r,1 ~Vc.t1:ywh~.1.1&1. La.WJ;'tmuta Du I I n I I 1mj I I iH I 'I 
t eacn EngliRh to the at udent.a ot NiP.Ol=d~ GymnrH:i:l.rnn fH1111A 

of his students are the children of his vdLl aqers so hl.n 

:re,l~tlt>11t1h:Lp wl tll ld.B villagt:il;'fl af'e f;:l t:.£tlHl:J. 'L'l 1e t::JUl.101, 1 t:i 

/'.l .. l'e detlH)l!l'Hl.1c: puO.L' tlllCl J;'ioll §t.Ude11Lf:l Crill ril 11dy I (Hjr1l l1n1 
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The Greek educational system itself is an oddity. 

Lawrence Durrel's students want "Enosis" with all their 

hearts. At school, bitting students is forbidden so 

shouting at students, convincing them and threaten them 

are the only possibl~ behaviors and all his colleagues to 

like-vise. 

Moreover at this time, the writer felt that perhaps such 

errors as there were might lie in assessing the situation 

on the spot, in lack of adequate reporting on it. The 

Colonial secretary of the island advises him to apply for 

the post of press adviser. Because the writer knows Greek 

and he can do better than a routine official. The idea 

was exciting, and indeed would solve all his problems, 

giving him the scope to finish the house as it deserve to 

be finished and t he. leisure to explore all that remained 

as yet unknown in the island. His appointment was 

gratified in the late spring and he was bidden to the 

government lodge in Tr.-odos for his f irr-11- lllPPI- inu w-i 1-11 

tl1e Governor. The11, constitution is p.L'()O(:;ttLnd Ly Urn 

British Government, The Greek realized t.ha t; t.h e.l r f r e edrnn 

of thoughts were restricted. As a new p r erin r1clvJAA 1· 

Lawrence DurrAl bPt1:i.1tA Lo qpt· wot·r.,~cl l1/,'j<',1111-1P I l1r:i 1 1111il1lr:, 

b~tw~~n th~ nr1t1Rl\·nrmy n.rn~ tlH1 Gn'H:ilf pAn1JlA iA nlm111 111 

begin. At the ae cre t ar-La t. a Ll, was s:l.lence and erupt. I ne au . 

'l'lrnl'e t1.1-·e only guap,1,tl UI.I. uut.y . LnWl'tHIUH lltlt.lH.I HIILIHllf1HIH 

the house to his b1:ot:lle1· e111d hi s wire aud ll.t:i i1nn !(1 

cllang~ ll1R actc'lr€:lRR' 1TB ClOflfl not QOm§ t.o l1i A hnuae A)fflfl,_)I 

on weekends. His brother used to work at a zoo :Lu I11dLa. 

' 
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Enosis had been a staple feature of Cyprus life since 

their arrival in Cyprus, and was likely to go on being 

so. Irrationalities of the kind did not deserve to exist, 

consequently Enosis didn't exist. The local radio station 

was forbidden to mention the Archbishop. He found himself 

imprisoned in the rigidified formula of the colonial 

office. He realizes now why the Cypriots regarded Greece 

as so far advanced. It was, if one compared capital with 

capital, Athens to Nicosia. With all its unfractuous and 

crazy anomalies Athens was Europe. There was things which 

caused his uneasiness. There were no policy files there 

were mountainous files of factual reporting on districts 

and personalities. There was nothing vaguely resembling a 

policy line which one could study and interpret. The 

colonial secretary~appoints an officer to him whose 

brains and initiative were exceptional, Achilles 

Papadopoulos. Achilles Papadopoulos could w r i 1-p l u c i.d r111d 

unexceptionable English, which was l'elieC. 

For the foreground of his life was already bnq Lrm inq t.o 

fill up with new faces, journalist, M.P. 'G , c1.L~1LJ.t.a_1_Jf~R 

of various calibres, each of whom had to hP wr-, I nn111Pcl :111<1 

bri@f@d. Ile becomon nn exper i encsd guicl@ nnc1 I Andfl r EcJ ,· 
visitors and his journeys begin. When he gave up 

t:aachiug, h La l:rio11t1n ruu.I etillea~JUl:'H:1 t!ou.Jt111'L rn1•-JHL 111111 

and visited him regularly. 'I'ha girls !::rum U1e c-:yt1111nrd.u111 

le.R.d by Aphrodite who waa Lf\Wr.€mc~ Dt:ir:r,AJ' n Al-11df-ln1 pA·11- 

the British police and the Headmaster of the (jyrnnasium - 

being b i t.c e n up by 11:Lo own e:Lx :l:e;i:m !tH:' td1owl11•-1 lnul( ut: 



Turks haven't opened their mouths, and the same time they 

were against "Enosis". Then Lawrence Durrel presented 

the government with a brief political report in which he 

tried to condense the fragments of all these 

conversations into s.omething which might interest the 

policy makers. Ten days later Wren's small force brought 

of a well-planned coup,· capturing the caique Saint George 

with all its cargo and the crew of five Greek nationals, 

together with their ception party of 8 Cypriots on the 

desolate beaches near Khlorakas. The prime mover appeared 

to be Socrates Loisides expelled from Cyprus 1950 for his 

seditious activities. A document which he obligingly 

brought with him revealed the existence of a well-armed 

and organized secret revolutionary organization "EMAK", 

which was the overthrow the Cyprus Government. On April 

the 1st, in 1955 events begun (EOKA) ; t ho t roub.l o 

between the British and Greeks started. The at. t r a c t. s had 

been island-wide and ayncrrr on i z art . 

Leaflets, scattered i.n r.hA At"r.P.AtR of 1-110 r•;ipi t·;i I npnlu 

of an orgf\ni;2.E1U.011 cal l l.nq LLErnl.E Ii!OKl\, wl1i1!l1 ltn,1 11H11i(in1i 

to begin the "Stn.1~Jgle for l.,:Lberty" ('l'o 11111.1:e cy1_J1"11s w 11 11 

~reeoe}. Lawrence qurre.L oono Lude s L11a1 l!:()l<I\ mu st. 

C01H3iSt Of El autn.l L UUtly U[ t't;JVOJ.Ut.i01.lA.l.'J1=1F11 lllli11111w11 I 11 

g~n~rfll public, 'T1,B p11l1l·in1 1·001 a l waya l l mnrnua i:ltlf1 111 

this case del:i.berat::.,ely sympathetic to tlie t r-oubl e+make rn , 

became deaf and b l.Lnd , prej ud:lc:Lng LllA cour ae ot J ua t:IJ!A 
by its silence, wli:lch Lu tllA end cou l d 011ly 1r,1,H1 1·,1 

\St~rn~r nm~fJ\lt'@.fl by wh;laJ1 tl1fl .punl f n ·11~AAl f wnn l rl R11ffAJ', 
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acceptable. The negotiations cut off at the half. Sir 

John was a peaceful soldier. He had a great experienced 

and he carried out responsibilities he had been given. 

The radio station was indeed badly blitzed but it was 

lucky in the posses~ion of a engineering staff which had 

bean eating its heart out for a change like this. The 

attacks had been island~wide and synchronized. Leaflets, 

scattered in the street of the capital spoke of an 

organization calling itself EOKA, which had decided to 

begin the struggle for liberty. They were signed 

DIGHENIS, an ominous enough name which to the Greek mind 

rings the same sort of bell as Robin Hood does to their 

school boys. His battles are famous and he fears no one, 

not even old Charon, death. Next morning the swollen-eyed 

headline covered the pages of the world press and in fits 

and starts the power-lines grew heavy with questions and 

answers with telegrams and messages, t h= j d l.e fLi.cl<:Ari.ngA 

of the worlds frontal brain and the press corps begun to 

swell. Such solutions as those cney l1t1tl dJ:en111fj(I t1liuuL 

were all thrown Lut.o relief by the ug I y rll 1t1d()w CJ r 

imptmcHng inRtnTBot~:i nn, TTl3 mrnC1lunen thar 1~nTrn 1111ml 

consist of a small, body of revoluU.onar.l en, 11111<11nw11 Ir) 

ehe gettet'ctl vubl!~. 

'l'h~ pub.l lc t.oo , tt.Lwt1yr1 t:111H>l.'(>UH 1111t1 I II I l1 I 1i ,•r1;.1r, 

dAli:hAr.nt:A ly RYH\f'n 1·.l1At· l n t:n 1-1,e t·.rrn 1l1 I e 111r111 s 1 ·A l1er.1r1111~ 
:-t~; 

deaf and bl ind, p r e ] ud i.c i.nq t:he cour ao or: 

silence, whl ch .L11 L11e eud (JCH.t:L(j oni y Jr1,u1 1 u H 

measures by which t:lrn public its~lf woul (I t-11it· r rH',, fft f l.1t'1 



"Freedom is a acquired only by blood", shrilled Athens 

radio. The shadow of communal reprisals grew bigger as 

the leader of the Turkish National Party warned the Greek 

community against and further outrage in the Turkish 

quarter. It became c;lear that there were two sorts of 

enemy, a vast amorphous mass of secondary school boys 

whose task was bombing ·and pamphleteering and supporting 

public disorder. To the alarms of the night were added 

the daylight terrors of the open street, where small 

groups of students patrolled on bicycles suddenly opening 

fire with pistols. From the problem child of the 

politicians it was to become the field of operations of 

soldier (Cyprus). It was misinterpreted by those who did 

not yet realize how the whole problem had been altered by 

the failure of the London Conference. Since the British 

did not want the whole structure of Civic life and 

administrative order to remain out of order forever, the 

British had to take firm actions against the Greek 

community and while these events were happeui uq , S:i.r .Jol n: 

came to the island find took over the adrn i n i s r r a t.j on . 

Since UNO has excluded any other means to regc1:Ln wlle.ie 

liberty, rec.id an EOKi'\ pamphlet, distr;lhi11-.Ac1 111 I ,1n·11M•n, 

hey nave nothing else to do but eo EJlrnd bl.ood , n11d I l t l r: 

will be the blood of English {:lnd Americans. 

Tlle at t aclcs on Pol ice Stations sharpened. 'rnere Jou' L n 11y 

hope from the negotiations. Turldsh people werA r1 qrp,i 1· 

obstacle for Greek so cnsy would never bf.l p~rmrndnd 1.r, 

accept any constitut:i.onal demands which the Greek f ound 
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midst of these deepening sense of crises they are came a 

welcome relief in the form of a policy statement from 

London, convoking a Three-Power conference to study the 

political and defense questions affecting the Eastern 

Mediterranean, a means of offering the issues of Cyprus 

at least a safety-valve if not a solution. Freedom is 

acquired only by blOod, shrilled Athens radio. When 

Andreas meets Lawrence Durrel he tells him about his son 

who become a terrorist and participates the terrorist 

group and Andreas wants some help from Lawrence Durrel to 

rescue his son. The gradually growing pressures upon the 

terrorist begun to react upon the civil population, upon 

industry, bu s i.ne s soand entertainment. Curfews plunged the 

old town in darkness no less than the bloody incidents 

which were now an almost daily feature of their daily 

lives. Stage by the stage, the island became an armed 

camp, upgrading the sense of suffocation in restricted 

movement. Passes and'permit, limitations on traffic, arui 

in the wake of the bombing soldiers came the cont.r-ac t. 

police. There were nothing left to recognize in NicoRia 

now. Th.e old town ahu t.t nr-ad , dark And clA~cl n11d 1··'1""1·r; wn1n 

uuf arui l.La r faces eve.L·ywllen~. 

Lawrence Durrel' s couc r act; would f Ln I ah J11 fl r'ew lll(llll 111::1 

time and it w0uld be wiser not to resign aud carry aw;,_y 

otherwise the GreeJ<,-t1xess nr·()undi:i wouJ.d 1·.hl.nk- 11~ i-'1=11:l·I cp1or1 

on policy grounds and thj.EJ would have been unrnir t.o 11 In 

master. According to Lawrence Durrel, t he Lde a of un :I 1- I nq 

Cyprus to Greece belongs to Greece and Br.l.t.l.Ai1 are not. 



fighting with Greece but with the spirit of it and it 

cant be reached to a political solution and Cyprus had 

really become dangerously weak spot in the NATO alliance. 

Terrorism itself begun to spread rather than to diminish. 

There were street-murder of soldiers and policemen and 

murder of civilians. All these people died because of the 

idea of ENOSIS. Unarmed civilians are killed. Lawrence 

Durrel is frequently invited by his Greek friends 

Andreas, Frangos and Antemus but he is unwilling to go 

because Lawrence Durrel does not want to cause any 

trouble to his traitor friends who are against British. 

Wherever he meets a villager he is welcomed with a cry 

and a handshake. Lawrence Durrel's friend Panos was 

killed. two days before, Lawrence Durrel and Panos met at 

Marrie's headland at his own request. They met and they 

go to a small village and came upon Sabri Tahir. Panos 

and Sabri were old familiars and they were friends at 

heart and it was warming to see the genuine friendliness 

between them.,They.were born at the same village and the 

link of the village~was stronger there, on neutral 

ground, so to speak, then any differem.:e9 of race or 

belief. ~ 

Sabri Tahir said he wa sn ' t going w l t.h them bEH'.a1inA l1A wan 

busy Iau i.Ld Luq n b:l.~J hciu no Lu 1:t11 n:11~1l:Lr1l1. J,rtt1y. l1nw1 H1111r:1 

Du r re I and l:11:rnos al.'e t.:o~rel:l1~J; aud Pt1.11utJ 1:1ttl.d I() t.l1t-1 

writer t.hat; he r ece i.ved a t.ht e at.eninq lAttAr frrnn Ji:OT<l\, ,, 

second-grade letter. Panos would be killed because lie wan 

one of Lawrence Dur rto L" n c Lo s o fricudr.i nwJ J1r111tm Lm.L.I tivt11.1 



that Enosis would turn out to be true one day, he wished 

so because after all he was a nationalist Greek. He 

believes Enosis. They hear the sound of a shot while they 

were talking to each other. They wouldn't be afraid of 

the sound of a shoi {fit was a year ago. The man who 

fired the gun was Panos friend. The decisions which were 

operationally necessary to the present situation were 

political lunacy for whatever must follow upon the 

present. The Governor was the only person who could stop 

this terrible fighting which was continuing between the 

Greek and the British. Moreover, even a few happy strokes 

of lack he might draw EOKA's teeth in time, and genuinely 

win the peace he had.been sent to keep. Lawrence Durrel 

goes to Marie's house and also he goes to mosque but he 

cant communicate with Hodja because Hodja can not speak 

Greek. The Hodja tells him to visit him again, at first 

Lawrence Durrel refused but afterwards he promises to 

come on Saturday although he is going to leave Cyprus on 

that day. Panos calls Lawrence Durrel and they go. War 

still continues. Lawrence Durrel , as a clerk ocrvi11g 

for the United Kingdom (British) realizes that he is 

tired after two long years of duty and since he is 

unsuccessful and he decides to leave Cyprus. Lawrence 

Durrel had achieved nothing. According to the writer, it 

was good to be leaving. The writer turns to his village 

on the morning.of the execution. A general strike had 

been declared in the capital . 

. ' .~ ' 
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When Lawrence Durrel arrives at the village he sees 

everyone seating under the tree of idleness which is near 

to Abbey. Although Lawrence Durrel decided to leave the 

village the writer was later welcomed nor was seen off by 

the villagers. Only Andreas saw him off and told him that 

his son did not participate to EOKA and he won a 

scholarship in London and asked him whether the writer or 

his mother could look after his son or not who was in 

London. Lawrence Durrel promised Andreas that he was 

going to look after his son and Andreas was going to look 

after Lawrence Durrel's house. The evening that Lawrence 

Durrel was leaving, there had been two or more explosions 

in various parts of,the town, and doubtless there would 

be more. It was one~of those Greek conversations which 

carry with them a allusionating surrealist lover in the 

last two years in the last two years he had endured 

several hundred of them. Yes, he continued in the slow 

assured tones of a village wiseacre, yes, even DighAniR 

thought he fight the British really Lovori t.hom . nut 110 

will have to go on .killing them with regrAL, P._ve11 w·i L11 

affect.ion. 

Y.L...AIIK_J~RITKR '- B_ J\TTITUDJSS. 
a. Towards the Turkish Cypriots 

b. Toward~ G~eek Cyp~loldr 

c. Towards t.he Bri t isu 

La.wr@nc~ nm;rAl tR a j,rntjJ:Jnblf'I wri rAr I hAnn11As lie -1 fl n 

realist writer so his attitudes towards Urn Brioche 
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Cypriots the Greek Cypriots and the British were equal. 

Lawrence Durrel included his own community(British) and 

British it with the other communities (Turkish and Greek 

) . Lawrence Durrel did not support any side when the 

events were happening. during the troubled years 1953- 

1956. Not much was written about the Turkish Cypriots in 

the book of Bitter Lemon of Cyprus but the honesty, 

optimism, poorness and the laziness of the Turkish 

Cypriots were written in the book. He implied the logical 

attitudes and the powerful personalities of the Turkish 

Cypriots. according to Lawrence Durrel the Greek Cypriots 

were democratic but their nationalism was much more than 

normal. The Greek Cypriots were always fighting against 

the British people/army. To unite Cyprus with Greece 

(Enosis). According to Lawrence Durrel "Megalo idea was 

much more important than friendship for Greeks. At first 

the British people/army in Cyprus had good relations with 

the Greek Cypriots but they have maintained firm attitudP. 

against Greek afterwards. Lawrence Durre1 llr1cl qot rnr1ny 

Greek friends and also Turkish fiends. The British travel 

writer Lawrence Durrel' s attitude towards GrAAlrn, 'I'u r kri 

and British showed that he is a justifiable writer. He is 

a realist writer and he wrote everything as it was 

without adding or diminishing anything. Lawrellce JJurre.L 

did not either British Greek or Turkish people. Althouqh 

Lawrence Durrel·had got Turkish and Greek friend; 

Lawrence Durrel did not discriminate between them. 

Lawrence Durrel behaved equal towards Greek, IL'u1·Jc.Lsl1 Emel 
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British and he proved this in his book Bitter Lemon of 

Cyprus. Lawrence Durrel went to the island as a private 

individual and he did not interest in politics in Cyprus. 

5.A.The Turkish Cypriots 
. • +'i1~'lli'u ,,·d('I; 

the Turkish case such as it was, was hardly formu1a.ted 1' 

and had achieved no telling mark upon world opinion. Of 

course the Turkish would react sharply to the possibility 

of the Greek administration and the substitution of the 

drachma for the pound, but with the moral sovereignty of 

the place conceded to the majority it might not even be 

necessary for Cyprus to leave the Commonwealth at all, so 

accommodating did the Athenians seem in their offer of 

bases in Crete. Nicosia was a town which had been left 

becalmed by the Turkish, to drowse away its life on the 

dusty Mezaoria, what had been done to awaken it? There 

had been no need until now. There still exist traces of 

some twenty churches of which all but two ~rA i.r1 utter 

ruin. There is also a wretched konak and pris011, a 

barrack-yard with piles of stone cannou hr1 I I F:1, r1 r-un::i I 

bazaar, ~nd here and ther mong t.11~ ru Iun I l1fl hur n nf 
about a hundred of T,urkish families, whose ch:ief' 

subsistence i1:1 obt.a tned trom patch ot qa ruen-Tauu wl1Jc'.l1 

they have cleared of suones . Except; for tlle l'l.br1~1.1.cP o r 
the slain, Urn present scene dJ.:tE~rs little t rom t nar 
witnessed by the victorious Turks as they entered the 

city under Lala Musta.r on t he 51::.11 of! AuguBL J.!3'/1, RtLAL 

nearly a 12 months siege. For t hd s Greek Cvp ru s won ·1 rl I'" 
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peaceful but (we) Turkish have not opened their mouths 

yet. Turks will never be ruled by Greece there, Turks 

would take to the mount.a i ns and fight them (Greeks) if 

Enosis came. For the Turkish, whose reaction to Enosis 

could·be counted upon to remain hostile. But while one 

must deeply sympathize with anyone not wanting to be 

administered by Greeks it was impossible not to recognize 

that the Turks were a minority, while their actual 

influence in the island as traders, businessmen, 

industrialists was very small their life being almost 

entirely agricultural. Besides there was a certain 

hollowness about their case, though it was supposed to 

rest upon a desire,for union with Turkey. Lawrence Durrel 

thought positively about Turkish. Lawrence Durrel had got 

a Turkish friend whose name is Sabri Tahir. Lawrence 

Durrel loved Turkish Cypriots. 

5.B.the Greek Cypriots 

the Cypriots cou Ld. claim no Greek her:Ltago, n Lrioo Ll irvy 

did not speak .Gl.'eek, that the, wex·e h.11t1L:o.l J.l'111 l iyb 1: I c1t1. 'l'l 1n 

'Rnosi.s f~el.:tng WnR w:l.ped up by A f-ew f ana t Lna I n l erqyme11 

and had no genuine public support. Lawrn11cA I l11 rre I l1r1d 

got t11~ny Ch:"QQ]e fr:l.i'ntdtl /;:tUQ hc:;;i J.av-i:;icl t::.IIPlll, 'l'.lto 1\·1:·t:il1h:I ~ltr1ti 

was a man o.E p@a.ee'.-\ tu1cl l9VEl.L'yULl.119 wou l <l l1n f-ltil l. I h(1 

peacefully. RnosiR cont.a ins no nnt-Br:itfrill ha rb , c::n:iAlrn 

loved British and waut ed them to stay Rn F.rJrn1dA. 11111. 

Greeks wan t.od to ba. thoir own 111/:\l"llA·r.n. l,nwre,11,!n lll11·.·1·n I 

was of opu i iul.sm , Ld v.lnq aA 1.:lle w.1::Ll:~.1.· <1.1<'1 1·11 110111 wo1 l'111, 



•»··-····-·· ------ . 

the noisy urban world of Greek Nicosia with its mounting 

tide of strikes and demonstrations and the no less Greek 

world of the village, lumbering quietly among the 

foothills, with its ancient bemused courtesies and 

unworldly kindness .. According to Lawrence Durrel, surely 

it was all founded in a childish bad dream from which 

they would awaken one day and realize that they could 

enjoy perfect Greek freedom within the Commonwealth 

enjoying the best of both worlds. Was it not all due to 

lack of education? The students were singing nationalist 

songs and they were•participation to demonstrations. It 

seemed necessary to provide no martyers who would foster 

the Greek case. The island was, in fact, quite despite 

the strikers and demonstrations. The press was free, 

there was no body in prison for a political offense. Life 

was normal. Moreover the Greeks apparently presenting 

their case with such as an overwhelming politeness and 

friendliness that the whole thing might pass over the 

heads of the public world in silence. It was essentiAJ 

not to envenom it any further unt Lf, L:11e re au L t.n < .r LI 10. 

appeal could be judged. 'I'h~ local racU () r-,, .. .,,,. ·I 1111 wn rt 

forbidden to montion Turk.lah the Archb Lnhnp n, 11 In rinAA 

on the air I and abau rd i ty so pa tent. t.ha t tl ie w r]. (.er , !u11 Id 

hardly credit it., According to Lawreuoe ll111Te I, 

archbishop was very :lmporl".Aut for <terH~lu-1 , I ir1w 1·~11( 1t:1 I J111 1 ·,:, I 
held got many Greek .F r f.enrt . 



SC. The British 

every factor was favorable to British. British were known 

and loved and also reliable. Belief in their fair- 

mindedness and politic honesty was unshakable and indeed 

it seemed to the writer that even a referendum held after 

an intervening period of self-government might result in 

something like a drawn match, particularly when one 

considered the Turkish vote of one in five. The errors of 

judgment were the sort of things one always heard in the 

past frequented by the British community, and were 

perhaps not so important as the writer judged them to be. 

But what worried the writer was that officials in whom 

political power was wested should regard the whole 

problem essentially a colonial rather than a European 

one, and apply the dusty yardstick of other colonies to 

it. The Governor himself was in several minds about the 

situation; on the one hand people assured him it was 

serious, on the other the day-to-day transactions arising 

out of it suggested .t he crazy dd aoont.Lnu i.t i P.R o f Romp 

Irish farce. One t h i nq however was cLea r , r1 LI. 1~110.r1(" 

blasting and bombardinring was concluRivA to 

disaffection, and this must be stopped. 'I'l re wri.t:f'!r llAd 

found Sir. Robar.t::; rnc;:,c1P;r.AtA1 j11RI': and pA111i:il-nld11q, rrnr1 If' 

he had any reserva.Lion at all Lt wa@ oury i llfll l1t1 Fl"\11 

that the problem was not being regarded aA a Europer1n 

political problem but as a purely co Lou I.aI one , l\A t:r1 r 

as the wr i t ar could .Rea moat of tllA off., (11 Aln WA'l"A riH I 

thinking 111 terms of tlle r Lot.s or 193J. whI ch d Ld uuL 



spread into island-wide disaffection precisely because 

this factor was missing, Greek acceptance. In a sense 

everything now was vitally changed, yet British political 

approach had not upraised the change. According to the 

writer the British were the enemy for Greeks. 

VI:CONCLUSION. IS HE JUSTIFIABLE? 

Yes, Lawrence Durrel is a justifiable writer. Lawrence 

Durrel included his own community (British) and 

criticized it with the other communities (Turkish and 

Greek). Lawrence Durrel provide this by giving examples 

one by one about his community with its positive sides. 

Lawrence Durrel didn~t support any side when the events 

happening during the troubled years 1953-1956. Always, 

whatever he thought was right for him. Lawrence Durrel 

know very well how to defend his profits. It was not 

written very much about Turkish CypriotA in thP. hook or 

Bitter lemons o.LJ;.y.Q.Uw but t he nones ty, opt.Lm I run. 
poorness and the laziness of the Turkish Cypri.ntA werA 

write in the book. 

He .i.mpl:te:id t.lli:i lc)g:i.cnl l'lt~t:11·11e1t'lr.:t e:irn1 t·l1e:; 1_1r1wa1 r,11 

p~l'DOl\c\lJtlflf:l o,E 1.l'\1.1:lclnl.1 Cyp.1:.l.oLA. l\CJ(!()t'l1iiHJ 111 lir1w1r,11f'h 

Durrel the Greek Cvp r t.o t a werA detuoor at ·1 r: 11111. t l1e I 1 

nationalism was much more t han no rrna.l. '.l'l1A c~rAf'\I, C'ypr l.(lt Fl 

WE!l'el A.1WRYA f:l.ghting· AgAJ.nAt:: 1:hA Rd 1::Lr.:il, 1.1r::i11p In/ F11111y r, 11 

uniting Cypru:1 w:Lth G.t.'t3t'Jt.!~ (Ii:nof.'l.Lf1}. l\(!c!o1'tll11i"J 1(1 

Lawrence Du r r eI "Meqm lo IdAR" wa a much mnrA ·1111pnr1 A 111· 



than friendship for Greeks. At first the British 

people/army in Cyprus had good relations with the Greek 

Cypriots but they maintained firm attitudes against 

Greeks afterwards. If the British people/army wanted, 

they could stop the.rebellion of the Greek Cypriots by 

fighting and killing them. Lawrence Durrel thinks that, 

British people/army did not want to stop the rebellion of 

the Greek Cypriots by Bighting and killing them but 

Lawrence Durrel thought they did not do the right thing. 

The British travel writer Lawrence Durrel attitudes 

towards Greeks Turkish and British showed that he is 

justifiable writer. 

Lawrence Durrel is a justifiable writer; because he is a 

realist writer and he wrote everything as it was without 

adding or diminishing anything. Lawrence Durrel did not 

support either British, Greeks or Turkish. Although 

Lawrence Durrel had got Turkish and GreAk friPnds; 

Lawrence Durrel did not discriminate between them. 

Lawrence Durrel behaved equally t owa rdn Ch·()eJ( n Tu I k.lru 1 

and Bri t i sh and lie proved this in ld.a .l)()oJ{' Il l L t.ar ltHt1011u 

..... t .kYPUHl. Lnwreno~ Du r r'e I went; to th A i Al and n A n 

private individual and he was not interenl:fld I 11 J:H1 I .11 I rir1 
in Cyp r-u s , 
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