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PREFACE: 

I have been a student at the Near East University in
the department of English Language and Literature for
four years. During this period, I have learnt lots of
things therefore, first of all I woufd like to thank
Assoc. Prof Dr. Gül Celkan who has been a very
important person for me during my four years in this
department. I also would like to thank all the other
teachers because, I have gained lots of knowledge
from them.

The topic which I have been assigned to study is
about Alexander William Kinglake's tour of the Near
East, and also about his opinions about the Turks and
Ottomans. I hope my thesis will be interesting and
enjoyable to read to those who are interested in
reading about famous places, Turks and Ottomans.

Finally, I would like to thank the Near East
University · for improving my second language, and
also for giving me a chance to get prepared for life.

ÖZGEN RİFATER

(
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INTRODUCTION: 

Bom on August 5, 1809 in Somerset Alexander William
Kinglake became known as a traveler. He was also a lawyer,
historian and a member of the Parliament. He went to Eton and
the Trinity college of Cambridge University. He never saw
himself as a successful student, but he succeeded to receive his
B.A. and M.A. degrees in 1832 and 1836. Kinglake was said to
be a dandyish, strangely dressed young man. He was a shy
person. In his life, he always admired men of action, especially
great commanders, and his closest friends remained high
spirited Eton contemporaries. When he graduated from one of
the best Cambridge colleges, Trinity he denied an army career
by his short sightedness. He was brought up as a gentleman
must be. When it was time for him to begin his life career, he
decided to make a tour of the Near East. After the return of one
of his friends Lord Pollington from foreign parts in 1834, his
intentions had been fired, so he offered Pollington to make
another tour of the Near East. Talking together they decided to
set off for the Near East, and they left London. Pollington was
really affected by the Ottoman Empire extending from
Yugoslavia through Turkey, and the Levant to Egypt.

Kinglake was not interested in building or literary remains
or works of art or ruins. In his life, he always admired Turks,
and he never lost his interest for them that's why, Kinglake and
his friend Pollington decided to begin the journey at the frontier
of the Ottoman Empire at Semlin.

During their journey they visited lots of places together.
lnfact, Pollington could not accompany Kinglake until the end
of the adventure because of his illness. He returned home before
the end of their journey but Mysseri, a servant who was the
speaker of all languages except Arabic and Slavonic was a
partner for Kinglake during the tour of the Near East. Traveling
lots of unforgettable places including Turkey, Cyprus, Egypt,
Palestine, Jordan, Damascus, Lebanon Kinglake reached the end
of the journey landing at the little port of Satalieh. Later, he
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published his book under the title of Eothen. In the book, he
talks about everything that he saw during his adventure. His
words show us how he was affected by all countries he visited,
and especially by the pyramids, sphynx and the plague in Cairo.
Everything he saw was all familiar enough for Kinglake. His
accepting life as it is made him first class traveler. For a
traveler, observing each place that he visits is also an important
factor. He should record his feelings in his mind, and reflect the
truth. As a traveler, Kinglake attached importance to all these
factors that's why, he became known as a famous traveler.
According to some critics, his book called Eothen is the most
important work of British travel literature. There are some
reasons that make it well written, and above all Kinglake' s
written style with passion of youth and all his energy make it a
good book. In the book, he expressed his feelings about his
adventure very clearly, and when you read it you feel yourself
traveling along with him. Of course, the style is an important
factor that makes Eothen famous. His style was described by a
contemporary as lively, brilliant, and rather insolent.

However, the language of the book is not very difficult to
understand. somcnmes, it becomes confused because of some
foreign words. Infact, the title shows this situation quite clearly.
Eothen is a Greek word. In Greek, it means Eastern or at dawn.

In my thesis, I wrote what kind of things interested
Kinglake during his adventure, and his opinions about the Turks
and the Ottomans. According to Kinglake, they were clever and
honorable people, and it is no doubt he was affected by them in
a good way.
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GRAND TOUR OF ALEXANDER WILLIAM
KINGLAKE AND THE ALLUREMENTS OF

THE NEAR EAST:

Alexander William Kinglake was very pleased for
catching an opportunity of travelling the East with his
faithful comrades. During his adventure he sometimes
spent some hard time, but it was also an enjoyable
journey for him. For example, he sometimes could not
find water to drink, and on the other hand, it was not
always possible to find anything to eat; that's why it
was getting very difficult to continue the journey.
When Kinglake met with a difficulty, he was thinking
the wonderful places he would enter, and trying to
forget his hunger and lack of water. Among his
partners there was a Tatar who helped Kinglake during
the adventure through out the different countries.
Mysseri who was the speaker of all languages except
Arabic and Slavonic was a partner of Kinglake.
However,· Pollington who made Kinglake decide to
make the tour of the East had been a partner for a
short while. They all had a big influence on Kinglake,
that whenever he met a difficulty they were always
ready to help him, and they were trying to make him
feel glad for their journey. Traveling usually with
horses was of course difficult for all of them. Kinglake
and his comrades were using English saddles and
could not easily keep their beasts up to the amble, and
they used to walk their horses till the party in front
had got into the distance, and then retrieve the lost
ground by a gallop. By the tour, Kinglake caught a big
opportunity of getting lots of knowledge about
different countries and people. Besides this he also
found himself free from the civilization of Europe. It
was strange for him to taste the cold breath of
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earliest mom, and to lead his bright cavalcade till
sunset through forests and mountain passes, through
valleys and desolate plains that became his mode of
life.

Beginning the journey on the Ottoman lands
Kinglake observed their mode of life. On the Ottoman
lands some people came down to meet him, and his
group with an invitation from Moostapha Pasha, and
they wound their way up to the castle. At the gates of
the castle, they met groups of soldiers, some lying flat
like corpses upon the cool stones, and some smoking.
The Pasha received them with a kind manner that
belonged to Osmanlees. It was very strange for
Kinglake to see the manner of Mustafa Pasha towards
his attendants.

" The Pasha clapped his hands, and instantly
the sound filled all the lower end of the room with
slaves : a syllable dropped from his lips ; it bowed all
heads , and conjured away the attendants like ghosts
( their comını. end the\Y ı,o,nı. ~uSı thu.Sı ~\\l und

quiet, because their feet were bare, and they passed
through no door, but only by the yielding folds of a
purder ). Soon the coffee bearers appeared, every
man carrying separately his tiny cup in a small metal
stand; and presently to each of us there came a pipe
b ,, earer.

In Istanbul, Kinglake gained the opportunity to
visit the interesting sites on his own.

"There are no pebbly shores, no sand bars, no
slimy river beds, no black canals, no locks nor docks
to divide the very heart of the place from the deep
waters. If being in the noisiest mart of Stamboul, you
would stroll to the quiet side of the way amidst those
cypresses opposite, you will cross the fathomless
Bosphorus ; if you would go from your hotel to the
Bazaars, you must pass by the bright blue pathway of
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the Golden Horn, that can carry a thousand sail of
the line."

Kinglake was a great lover of sea. Whenever it was
possible, he compared the Bosphorus to the canals in
Venice, and concluded that the sea was of more use to
the people here in Istanbul than to those in Venice. In
Venice, the sea seemed to run away from the land,
however in Istanbul it was clean and cairn.

· Another point that attracted him in Istanbul was the
bargaining. The merchants used the act of speech most
effectively. According to Kinglake, bargaining was an
outcome of the differences between the British and
Ottoman trade systems.

" In Turkey, the importing merchant, the
warehouseman, the wholesale dealer, the retail
dealer, and shopman were all one person. In
England, or in any other great mercantile country,
the bulk of the things brought and sold goes through
the hands of a wholesale dealer, and it is he who
higgles and bargains with an entire nation of
purchasers by entering into treaty with retail sellers. "

Reaching the isle of Cyprus, Kinglake found it very
beautiful. The air of the isle was beautiful for him.

"The air that came to my lips was warm and
fragrant as the ambrosial breath of the goddess
,infecting me -not with a faith in the old religion of
the isle, but with a sens? and epprehension of it's
mystic power. "

However, the passage of Jordan (Ürdün ) was
unforgettable for Kinglake. When it was time to pass
Jordan, the Arabs helped him constructing a little raft
that was not more than about four or five feet square
but constructed by skins. This little raft, with it's
weighty cargo, was lifted into the water and floated
well. Kinglake sat upon the top of the cargo, and the
raft passed the river, but it could not be trusted for

7



another trip and his friends passed the river in a
different way. Alexander Kinglake described the
passage in this way:

"Inflated skins were fastened to their loins and thus
supported, they were tugged across by Arabs
swimming on either side of them. The horses and the
mules were thrown into the water, and forced to swim
over. The poor beasts had a hard struggle for their
lives in that swift stream., and I thought that one of
the horses would have been drowned for he was too
weak to gain a floating on the western bank, and the
stream bore him down. At last, however he swam
back to the side from which he had come. Before
night all had passed the river except this one horse
and old Sheree! "

The next rooming old Shereef was brought across. ıt
was strange for him to see this old Mussulman, with
his shaven head and his sacred beard, sprawling and
puffing upon the surface of the water.

On the other hand, Kinglake' s journey upon the
desert with camels and Arabs was also unforgettable.

lie was to reach Cairo within ten days from the
commencement of the journey. He had four camels,
one for his baggage, one for each of his servants, and
one for himself. Four Arabs, the owners of the camels
came with him on· foot. Kinglake described the desert

in this way:
"As long as you arejourneying·in the interior of the

Desert you have no particular point to make for as
your resting place. The endless sands yield nothing
but small stunted shrubs; even thesefail after thefirst
two or three days, and from that time you pass over
broad plains - you pass over newly peared hills - you
pass through valleys dug out by the last week's storm,
and the hills and the valleys are sand, sand, sand,
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still sand, and only sand, sand, and sand, and sand
again."

In the Desert, Kinglake' s stores were a small
soldier's tent, two bags of dried bread, and a couple of
bottles of wine, two goatskins filled with water, tea,
sugar, a cold tongue, and a jar of Irish butter. There
was also a small jack of charcoal, for the greater part
of the desert through which they were to pass is void
of fuel. When it was time to rest for them they were
pitching their tent and resting for a while. During their
passing the Desert he described Arabs in this way:

"In passing the Desert you will find your Arabs
wanting to start and to rest at all sorts of odd times;
they like,for instance, to be off at one in the morning,
and to rest during the whole of the afternoon. "

On the evening of their secor.d day in the Desert,
four Arabs came to Dthemetri, and announced that
they had not brought with them one atom of food, and
they' looked to Kinglake's supplies for their daily
bread, but he had brought with him no more bread
than might be required for himself and his attendants.
Dthmetri wanted Kinglake not to share his bread with
Arabs, because before , they made an agreement and
according to it if Arabs were without food they would
cook their own bread so, Kinglake decided that they
should not touch any bread of him. At last, Arabs were
forced to cook their own bread.

Passing the Desert, Kinglake and his attendants
entered upon Egypt. During the whole time of
Kinglake' s stay in Cairo the plague was the master of
the city. There, Kinglake always remained thoroughly
impressed with a sense of his danger, but he
succeeded to remain in Cairo without losing his
cheerfulness and buoyancy of spirits. He was having
bath not to catch the plague.
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When Kinglake was about to enter a village in
Cairo, there approached him with busy face and
earnest gestures a French or French origin person in
Turkish attire. His long beard gave him a majestic
look. The aim of this man was to prevent Kinglake
from entering the city. In hot countries it is very
unusual really for a man to go out in the glare of the
sun, and give free advice to a stranger, but this French
man made Jıiın aware of the plague that's why, he
thanked him most. sincerely for his kind warning. He
wanted to see Osman Efendi who wasthe owner of
several houses, and would be able to provide him
apartments to stay in Cairo for a while. Osman Efendi
met him with a sorrowful appearance, for the fear of
the plague sat heavily on his soul. Infact, he. did not
want to lend Kinglake a resting place because of the·
plague.

Kinglake described Osman Efendi' s history in this
way:

"Osman's history is a curious one.He was a
Scotchman born, and when very young, being then a
drummer - boy, he landed in Egypt with Fraser's
force. He was taken prisoner, and according to
Mahometan custom, the alternative of Death or the
Koran was offered to him; he did not choose Death,
there/ore went through the ceremonies necessaryfor
turning him into a good Mahometan. But what
amused me most in his history was this - that very
soon after having embracedIslam, he was obliged in
practice to become curious and discriminating in his
faith - to make war upon Mahometandissenters,and
f o/low the orthodox standart of theprophet infierce
campaigns against the wahabees, the Unitarians of
theMussulman world."

Osman Efendi had a couple of wives and he invited
Kinglake to see his Hareem, but he made both his
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wives bundle out before he-was admitted. When he
saw his hareem, it's rooms reminded him an English
nursery rather than a Mahometan paradise.

When Kinglake arrived at Cairo, the deadly taint
was beginning to creep through Osman's veins, and he
became too ill and died. His death was a big shock for
him.

During his stay in Cairo, the power of the plague
was rapidly increasing. The funerals were conducted
in a simple manner. Almost every day he saw many
funerals, and he believed that about one half of the
people lived in Cairo was carried off by this visitation.

It was very enjoyable for Kinglake to move from
place to place in the city of Cairo upon donkeys. The
usual mode of moving in Cairo was upon donkeys and
Kinglake always found this way of moving pleasant,
and never attempted any other. He visited lots of
places in Cairo, but he was always unhappy because
of the plague. One day, he had a sore throat and he
thought it would be well to get it cured before he again
started 011- his travel, that's why he inquired for a
Frank doctor and was informed that the only one at
Cairo was a Bolognese Refugee, a young practitioner,
and so poor that he had not been able to take flight, as
the other medical men had done. A person summoned
would be sure to suppose that the patient was ill of the
plague, and would decline to come. Therefore,
Kinglake went to the young Doctor's residence. The
doctor opened the door and admitted Kinglake. After
accepting a chair Kinglake requested that his throat
might be looked at. The young man examined his
throat and wrote him a prescription. After that
Kinglake left there immediately and a few days later
he learned young man's death because of the plague.
Many people during Kinglake' s stay in Cairo were
seized with plague. His banker, his doctor, his
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