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PREFACE 

Literature has always fascinated me and reading between the lines to
find hidden messages have made works more interesting for me to read. For,

that matter, I thought, I would concentrate on a British writer Jonathan Swift

who could be read and enjoyed by both children and grownups a like but from

different perspectives. Reading Gulliver's Travels as a boy and then as a

grown up made me realize how majoring in the English Department

broadened my perspective and enabled me to have better understanding in

the works of art.

I extend my warmest gratitude to the President, Dr Suat Gunsel, of the

ear East University for having established such a higly esteemed

epartment in the university and also my most sincere thanks go to our

irperson, Associate Prof. Dr. Gui Celkan for having helped me all through
y four years in the department. I also wish to thank her for her assistance in

preparing this graduation thesis.
\

Metin Varon, 30 May 1996 Lefkosa

TRNC.



DUCTION TO GULLIVER'S TRAVELS

About 1714, the Scriblerus Club was formed with Alexander Pope,

rbuthnot, John Gay, Thomas Parnell and Swift as its best known

ber. This group published a collection of writings called the Memoirs of

u~rrınus Scriblerus, which were intended to satirize pedantry, and " false

tastes in learning. " As part of the Scriblerus material, Swift chose to write of
M!:wtin, ıs' adventures in distant places.

Scriblerus was to travel to a place where he would encounter little

people, and he would also travel to a country composed of philosophers. The

lerus Club, however, soon disbanded, and Swift apparently put these

aside until 1720 or 1721 when he began Gulliver's Travels in

e probably used some of this early Scriblerus material in the

oyage to Lilliput" and in the "Voyage to Laputa " but Gulliver's Travels in

s final form was substantially a new work filled with many political allusions

referring to events which occurred after 1714.

Parts I and II were probably written first, and then Swift completed the

Voyage to the Country of the Houyhnhnms " about 1723. By 1725, the

ravels were completed and revised. Swift wrote to his friend, Charles Ford,

on August 14, 1725 : " I have finished my Travells, and I am now transcribing

them; " I have finished my Travells, and I am now transcribing them; they are

admirable things and will wonderfully mend the World."

In 1726, Swift went to England and, on October 28, 1726, Gulliver's

Travels was published anonymously by Benjamin Motte. Motte, however,

made several printing errors and also made additional omissions in the text.

Certain corrections weremade by Motte in an edition of the Travels which he

published in 1727, but many of the original omissions made by Motte, who

was afraid of legal prosecution because of some of the allegorical references,

remained. In 1735, George Faulkner, a Dublin printer, issued an edition of



Gulliver's ..:rravels which included the passages omitted by Motte. One

important section was omitted, however, by all of the eighteenth-century

publishers. I this passage, which concerned the rebellion of the people of

Lindalion ( Dublin ) against the Wood coinage proposal, occurs near the end

of the third chapter in the " Voyage to Laputa." This material, omitted

intentionally by Motte and probably inadvertently by Faulkner, was not

· duded in editions of Gulliver's Travels until the last decade of the

· eteenth century. The Faulkner text of 1735, with the addition of the Wood

coinage passage, is generally taken to be the best text cif Gulliver, but

- Professor Arthur Case, an eminent Swift scholar, favors the Motte 1727 text.

JONATHAN SWIFT 

Jonathan Swift was born in 1667 in Ireland of English parents. Through

bom in Ireland, he refused to identify himself an Irish and he considered
imself an Englishman. His father died before he was born, and he and his

mother lived in poverty. After taking his degree at Trinity college In Dublin he

went to England at the age of 21 .

In England, he become the secretary of Sir William Temple who was a

distant relative of Swift.. Sir William was an important salesman, writer and a

man to whom Swift gradually admired. Service with Sir William Temple

continued during 1690's. Because of some interruptions Swift had to return

to Ireland for several times. Swift acquainted with many fameous people,

including the King William Ill. He learned many thighs based on politics and

he began to share the literary and intellectual excitement of the times. From

time to time he dealt with poetry in which he never gained any success that

he expected. His failure in poetry was a kind of discouragement for Swift who

never attempted again to write poems. John Dryden, being his cousin greatly

criticized his poetry in a negative way.



In 1697 Swift wrote, in prose, The battle of the Books which was an

satire.

Swift had his M.A. degree from Oxford in 1692, hoping that the degree

~ from Oxford would help him to advance in the established English

nfortunately,. he was not able to receive church favors in England

to return to Ireland where he was ordained an Anglican priest in

began his clerical ministry at Kilroot in the same year. In 1696 he

again at Temple's estate where remained for a long time.

ext, we see him serving as a secratary and chaplain to the Earl of

-· fr_. in Dublin Castle. But Sir William had left behind a duty for Swift, that
l•lniııın to edit for publication his letters and memoirs.

Swift's association with Temple was important in the development of

rs and personality as well. He met socially cultivated and

•ıfintıtened people like Temple, Lady Temple and the Earl of Halifax.

Temple's well-stocked library was useful to Swift who took full
..tıııım'lt••ace of it. As secretary, Swift not only had the opportunity to meet with

ıiıııınwı:aıt people like the King, but also he met with some other people

so close to King. Swift had the chance to talk about constitutional

~ıııc::ı with the King, King's adviser and the Earl of Portland Swift's contact

emple and Temple's writings, made him familiar with history, politics

ltural subjects. He became the tutor of Esther Johnson, an intelligent
. .

o lived in Temple's household. With Esther Johnson, whom he later

" Stella " Swift formed a close relationship. Their friendship was so

that there had always been an unresolved question as to whether the

re married. Some of Swift's most delightful letter were adressed to her

er friend, Rebecca Dinley, an older companion of Esther Johnson.



~r ıll!h:ıır:¥v gifts began to attract notice. In 1704, he published in

.uaKbt A rae ex a Tub and The Battle of the Books both written some years
o books were published anonymously, their writer

ıcnrıuın among literary men in England.

p vice and foolishness to scornful laughter was as

eenth as it is today. Swift, begin aware of the new,

oowenul prose and created his works in a satiric way.

LAND:

sited England between 1700 and 1709. One of his stay in

onths, when he was sent to negotiate with the English

ain financial advantages for the Established Church of

ig government gave him no satisfaction in his demands,

man than a party man, switched to support of the Tories,

CIIJVYl lo come into power and who promised the favor he sought.

is stay in London he also amused the town by writing under
saac Bickerstaft.

g the years between 1710-1714, he spent his time in London.

government praised him and used his incomparable journalistic pen

eir policies. For a time he edited the government's party

~. The Tory" examiner. " He was on the friendliest terms with the

I ministers of Her Majesty's government, Robert Harley and Henry

During Swift's stay in England his wit, geniality, and capacity for

lnAıa-khip mode him very much in demand for both glittering occasions and

iıtiıııate parties. He enjoyed the friendship of leading writers like Alexander

John Gay.



ot glory Swift suffered from attack of pain and illness

ere s disease, which brought him deafness, headache and
ıys suffered by these attacks in England.

· g friends with people, Swift also made some enemies

e question of a reward for his services arose, his attack,

e Duke and Duchess of Matborough and Duchess of

armed him. He had hoped for at least a deanship at a
cnrnouıhere in England but he received the position of Dean of St.

ral in Dublin. His enemies, he thought, had reminded the

was the author of A tale of a Tub a book in which the Queen

years after Queen Anne's death and the Fall of the Tory

Swift tended his duties at St. Patrick's. In England, the

ig, scattered Swift's friends to prison, to France and to places
ig prosecution.

20, Swift was able to arose his fame to its utmost point. By

ish causes against England in such powerful satiric writings as

~s Letters and A modest Proposal, he established himself as

patriot of the century to unite the Irish effectively. His popularity

solid that once the Whig's first minister Robert Walpole was on the

arresting him. Finally Swift created his best known " G. Travelles "

which he spent more than five years in 1726.

Swift entered into a serious decline. Some three months before he

seventy-five he was legally declared of unsound mind, unable to care

self. His last years were pitiful. He had, in his own words, become" a

and a show, " and after much suffering he died on October 19, 1745.



Chronology of important Dates.

1667- Jonathan Swift born in Dublin, Ireland, November 30.

1686- Swift at Trinity College, Dublin.

1689- Swift become secretary in the haushold of Sir William· Temple in
surrey, England. Met" Stella".

1690- Swift returned to Ireland.

1691- Swift rejoins Temple hausehold

1692- M.A., Oxford. First published poem" Ode to the Athenian society."

1695- Ordained as priest in the Church of Ireland ( the Irish branch of the

Anglican Church )

1699- With Sir William Tempe again; probable date of composition of

A tale of a Tub

1701-Awarded O.O ( Doctor of Divinity) degree from Dublin University.

1704- A tale of a Tub, The Battle of the Books, and The mechanical

Operation of the Spirit published anonymously.

1707:. Swift in London as emissary of the Irish clergy.

1708- The·Partridge - Bickerstaff Papers.

1710-Swift renounced Whigs, joined Tories; editor of the" Examiner", a Tory

newspaper; began the " Journal to Stella " ( September 1, 171 O -

June 6, 1713 ).

1711-," Argument Against Abolishing Christianity";" The Conduct of the

Allies";" Miscellanies in Prose and Verse"; "A new Journey to Paris".

1713-Swift appointed Dean of St: Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin.



tion of the Scriblerus Club ; beginning of long Whig

posal for the Universal Use of Irish Manufacture

ı.n>bable beginning of composition of Gulliver's Travels.

Drapier's Letters ; great popularity in Ireland; the British repeal

law which prompted The Drapier's Letters.

it to England, as Alexander Pope's hause-guest;

lliver's Travels published anonymously.

st trip to England; Pope-Swift Miscellanies, Vols. I and II published.

eath of Stella; Pope-Swift Miscellanies, Vol. Ill.

A Modest Proposal.

- Pope-Swift Miscellanies, Vol. IV

Pope-Swift Miscellanies, Vol. V

- Guardians appointed to care for Swift's affairs, because of mental

deterioration.

- Swift died, October 19.



The eighteenth century had many names. It was called as "Neoclassic

u " The Augustan Age " and " The Enlightenment ". Perhaps the most

manly used term was the " Age of Reason ". 181h century was devoted to

son and common sense, literary rules and regulations, and to the spirit of

rty and skepticism. Most of the political and literary historians discovered

at differences in this period.

It is worth noticing the two workable literary arrangements which

ivided the period in to two parts. The Neoclassic trend and Pre-Romantic

nd were the main concepts in this period. If we are to look at the

eoclassic trend we can say that much attention was given to the works of

omer, Aristotle and Horace.

On the other hand, the Pre-Romantic era which occured in the later

part of the eighteenth century, placed more emphasis on descriptions of

nature, subjective flights of imagination and a wider variety of verse form and

meter.

Since the Augustan Age in England was characterized by an

increasing amount of wealth gained from trade and manifacturing, the century

saw a vast increase in reading. Newspapers, magazines, journals started

circulating.

The most famous journal was " The spectator " which was edited by

Richard Steele and Joseph Addison. Men gathered at coffee houses, which

were extremely popular. At these coffee house one could read, discuss

literature, politics, science and any other topics on which one could show

great affinity. The eighteenth century was a period when literature

flourished.



Apart from the journal called " The spectator ", the poetry of Alexander Pope

and the works of Daniel Defoe received acclaim in this period. Especially one

of Daniel Defoe's book called Robinson Crusoe become very fameous right

after its publication.

On the other hand Swift's ,Gulliver's Travels was, of course, one of the

high points among the literary works produced in the early part of this

century.

-·_Apart from the advencement in Literature, there was proqress in the

field of science as well. A group called The Royal Society was trying hard to

show the power of service.

Swift and many other man of letters at this time attacked and satirized

the Royal Society. Swift and the others were opposed to pedantry, which they

believed the Royal Society fostered.

Since the 181h century was a period of skepticism, writers like Swift

tended to use " satire " in their works aiming to mock and attack the things

which seemed ridiculous.



SUMMARY OF BOOK I

" A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT "

Gulliver introduces himself as the third son of five. His father had a

all estate in Nottinghamshire. He was sent to Emanuel College in

mbridge. When he was at the age of fourteen. He stayed there for three

ars and he applied himself close to his studies. Although the charge of

intaining him was limited, it sufficed him for a great fortune. Gulliver was

ade apprentice to Mr. Bates who was a surgeon in London. Along with his

edical studies, Gulliver pursued navigation and " other parts of the

athematics" useful to those who had great intentions related to travelling.

After 4 years with Mr. Bates, Gulliver decided to study medicine at

eyden University. Next, we see him serving under Captain Abraham Pannell

as surgeon to the ship called " Swallow". He married Mary Burton, daughter

of a hosier in Newgate street. Gulliver's medical practice in London did badly.

He went back to se~ for several voyages. In 1699, he had the opportunity to

sail to the South seas on a boat called " Antelope " under Captain William

Pritchard. Near Van Diemen's Land ( Tasmania ), the ship was driven

violently north-west by a storm and wrecked. Of six who were on the boat,

only Gulliver managed to swim until he could touch the bottom of the sea. He

managed to swim up to the shore. Being extremely tired, he fell into a

profound sleep. He slept about 9 hours on the grass which was very short

and soft. When he woke up, he found his arms, legs and hair fastened to the

ground. He also felt several slender ligatures across his body. These

ligatures were Lilliputians as he later learnt.

He was kept a prisoner by these little men and there fore had to obey

whatever these little men asked Gulliver to do. He seemed on the point of

breaking the strings, but the little men discharged such a volley of stinging

arrows at him. He thought that the only way to escape would be to wait until

'



night. The Lilliputians erected a platform from which a little ligature of

t importance tried to talk to Gulliver. Gulliver made signs to show his

ger and thirst By the speaker's orders, little ladders were set up against
!liver's sides and delicious meats and wine were brought to him. After this

pitality, Gulliver thought not to hurt any of these ligatures who entertained

·m.

As the result of the drug that had been put into his wine, he fell asleap

again. When he woke up, he saw that these little men were in an attempt to

raw Gulliver into their·capital ( Mildendo ) by the help of the fifteen hundred

of the king's horses. In the city, he was housed in an abandoned temple

which was thought to be the largest in the kingdom. Gulliver was chained to

is building by one leg and he was viewed by thousands.

Gulliver saw around Mildendo a country beautifully cultivated. The

country seemed like a continued garden to him. But problem was to be able

o escape the crowd and disburthen himself of an uneasy excremental

accumulation of two days. He managed to solve his problem by creeping into

his temple house . Later on he saw the Emperor. The Emperor who was taller

than the other seemed to be a noble and energetic prince. But, he was

unable to find a tongue they knew in common.

Gulliver become a national problem in Lilliput. Nobody was quite sure

of what should be done if Gulliver would break the strings. There went on

some debates related to Gulliver's maintenance. Questions like letting him go

to death by not giving any food emerged in the minds. An idea of poisoning

him was at its utmost point. Finally, they decided to supply the needs of

Gulliver; and for this job, hundreds of Lilliputians were assigned. Some

scholars were responsible for instructing him in their language. Its request for

his liberty wasn't really ready to search Gulliver and make a detailed

inventory of what they found in his pockets. As the result of this search, a

shining scimitar and a pistol were found in his pocket which terrified all of the

Lilliputians.
,?



,..
Thinking of his freedom, he increased his intimacy with Lilliputians and

urished the Lilliputians' trust in him. He was greatly impressed by the court

entertainments and he admired their dexterity and magnificance. He was

particularly impressed by the skill of the dancer who was trying to jump higher

an anyone else without falling from a suspended rope. But the most skillful

was Flimnap, the treasurer.

Gulliver wanted to show something good which he thought would be

for Lilliputians' own good. He allowed the Emperor's cavalry to test their

orses' skill by jumping them over Gulliver's hand or foot, or to perform

military exercises on his handkerchief after he suspended it on four sticks in

order to make a little stage. Lilliputians liked these exercises which would be

repeated several times. By this time, Gulliver's liberty was opposed by

Skyresh Bolgolam. He considered Gulliver a personal foe. Bolgolam

consented in exchange for being alloved to dictate the terms on which

Gulliver should be freed. The conditions were eight in number. Gulliver wasn't

able to depart from their dominion without their license; he wasn't permitted to

come into metropolis without their express order; he wasn't allowed to walk

in meadow or field of com; he was asked to be careful; he would be their ally

against the enemies in the island; he would help in managing certain great

stones.

Right after gaining his liberty, Gulliver wanted to see the city called

Mildendo with great desire. The city which he aimed to see was like a square

surrounded by a wall two and a half feet high and eleven inches wide. The ·

streets of the city were so narrow that he had difficulty in walking without

causing any damage. Residents were looking at him with a great admiration

and some preferred to show great affinity by advancing up to his shoulders

from the roofs of their houses. He thought that he had never seen. such a

crowded city in his life because the city was capable of holding more than five

hundred thousand inhabitants.

? 



& Zir.er went on wandering, and he came to the Royal Park where he

·s time cutting the largest trees to make stools. By making two

, he was able to step into the palace enclosure and inspect

back to his home, he saw the young princess with her

smiled to Gulliver with a great enthusiasm.

.s later Reldresal, principle secretary of private affairs, visited

fained to Gulliver of what their country had been suffering

ioned the two menacing evils which caused so many

e first thing he mentioned was the danger of invasion from

1onnr1nm of Blefuscu and the· second one was the internal dangers

· isiorıs between the high heels, known as Tramecksan, and

own as Slamecksan. He mentioned that the domestic

olved with a related quarrel between big Endians and little

reason for the quarrel went back to times when the present

175; f t f:n1>eror'sgrandfather had ordered the people to break their·eggs·

srnaleı end instead of at the larger end as tradition had always

a sort of innovation to those ligatures who used to break

larger end. Resistance to this innovation had caused six

e emperor had lost his life, another his .crown, and 11000

ir lives. The emperor of Blefuscu, calling the new manner

a fundamental religious- error; had received big Endian

for ages. Because ot that reason, the Majesty of Lilliput

liver's strength.wanted him to take part· in state affairs. Gulliver

- readiness to defend the emperor and his, state. from all the

liver become a public hero. He observed. and studied the

,t from across the 800-yard channel which separated the two

D C lingdoms.He was able to' wade to the Blefuscudian coast without

ere he. had prepared before. He fastened a, hook to each ot

. Blefuscudians; orr the other hand discharged their arrows

m:w,w,ectto protect his eyes: by the help off hia spectacles which·



went unnoticed by anyone. He pulled the ships he captured to Lilliput. The

emperor made him a Narqac ( man of highest honor) on the spot , Gulliver•.. _.,.
refused the idea of enslaving them. He didn't want to be an instrument of

bringing a free and brave people into slavery. The emperor of Lilliput was

offended· by this refusal and he changed his manners towards Gulliver.

Gulliver, on the other hand, replied once again that he would never help to

take a brave nation's freedom away. He thought that these two nations would
live in peace forever:

Gulliverwas invited to visit the Blefuscudian court and he accepted this
invitation with-a great desire. But, on the other hand, Lilliputian emperor didn't

appreciate his desire to visit the Kingdom. The emperor and his friends

ought that Gulliver's friendship with Blefuscudians could result in
disaffection for the emperor.

King of Blefuscu wanted to negotiate with Lilliputians and therefore,

ulliver·was the one who was thought to be the most suitable person to hold

e peace process because Blefuscans knew how Gulliver had prevented the
·ng from destroying all their ships.

Later on Gulliver become an enemy of the empress. When her

ents were found burning at night, Gulliver extinguished the fire by

inatinq upon it. But the empress didn't appreciate the way Gulliver used to

extinguish the fire. She resolved that she would never ever use these

apartments and promised to take her revenge on Gulliver.

Gulliver started dealing with Lilliputian's laws, customs and their way of
le.ac~::ıicı...~. ~~c~t o.f.. a~~ t\~ ~a'-U t...t\at t...~~(~ ~~~\.~~~,w~.-:.~ ~~~"'~~, ,~ ~<:::>~""'o..""\"s:.~~

with his own country's laws. False accusers were put to death after the

accused had proved their innocence and those- falsely accused were

reimbursed four-fold from the accusers estates/ for all the charges and

inconveniences of the trial,

? 




