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Preface 

At the beginning, I am glad to be a graduate of the Master of 
Sciences at the Near East University. 

In this project, I studied The Tourism Sector of TRNC. 
I investigated Tourism from the beginning ( 197 4) up today. I 
searched the number of tourists which is coming to TRNC according 
to the years and according to the nationality of tourists. Also I 
studied to find how much does tourism sector effects the TRNC 
economy. 
The problems of TRNC tourism and the suggested of solution . 
And the last is the future of TRNC tourism. 
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1 Introduction 

Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus which encompasses 
the northern part of the island of Cyprus and comprises an 
area 3298 km.squre , and the lenght is 387 km ,has taken 
its share from this highly intensive tourism market. 
Due to its nice climate , historical wealth ,beauty and 
geographical location ,the TRNC is an ideal place for 
tourism. 

Tourism is gaining an increasing importance in the 
overall economy of the, TRNC, since the desired 
Development in the other sectors can not be 
maintained due to the lack of natural resources. 

The importance of tourism in the development of TRNC 
may be summarized as follows: 
- Its contribution to the national income, 
- The continuous increase of its contribution to the foreign 
exchange earnings and its positive effect on the balance of 
payments, 
-The employment opportunities and the social-cultural 
effects it provides. 

The Turkish Cypriots were consciously kept away from 
the tourism sector by the Greek Cypryots before 197 4. 
After the Turkish Peace operation of july 1974, the 
gavernment of the TRNC has followed a policy of 
providing the appropritate institutions and taking the 
necessary measure to mobilize the available human and 
physical resources in the tourism sector. 

Besides the Greek embargo and suppression improvements 
have been achived in a short period. The government has 
made the necessary laws abd regulations 
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in order to maintain the tounstic installations and to 
provides the sector with trained man-power. 

According to the State Planning Organization, the tourism 
sector will continue to be a basic priority sector and one 
of the main factors of the economy. Tourism in TRNC is 
accepted as the locomotive sector of the Economy and is 
expected to dominate the other sectors in coming years. 

Since 197 4 there is a steady rise in the incoming tourist 
as well as in the bed capacity. There are difficulties in 
economy of TRNC since 1990 with the Gulf war and 
collapse of Asil Nadir. There is a general recession in the 
economy for the last few years. But the Tourism sector is 
the least effected sector in comparison. 

TRNC is situated in one of the best spots of the world. Its 
climate, historical heritage and friendly community are the 
biggest assets. It is inevitable that the tourism in TRNC 
will improve. 
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2- INFORMATION ABOUT NORTH CYPRUS 
AND NANES OF THE HO':(ELS,MOTELS,AND 
BUNGALOWS 

Tourism of Cyprus with its unique historic 
treasures and so many natural beauty spots , North 
Cyprus is a Paradise island lying in the 
blueMediterranean. Cyprus is covered with pine, 
carob and alive-clad mountains and verdant valleys 
fringed with golden beaches stretching as far as the 
eye can see. It lies between Europe ,Asia and Africa , 
approximately 40 miles from Turkey ,60 miles from 
Syria and 250 miles from Egypt. Cyprus through the 
ages has had many different names; some of them are 
: Asia, Yatana, Alasiya, Lantannai, Atnana and 
Khettim In addition to luxury hotels , idellic beaches 
and traditions Turkish hospitality , here you can find 
little and cosy restaurants, typical of Cyprus , which 
provide various spiced Turkish dishes like kebab , 
stuffed vegetables and other delications Cyprus the 
deliberate emphases is on traditions Cypriot 
friendliness,service and courtesy. 
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2- INFORMATION ABOUT THE PLACES AND THE 
NAMES OF HOTELS I BUNGALOWS I HOTEL APT. I 
HOLIDAY VILLAGE I MOTEL-CAMPING 

2-1) KYRENIA 

Historian disagree about exactly how old Kyrenia is but it goes 
back to at least the 10th Century BC, and it was one of the nine 
original kingdoms of Cyprus .Its castle and the enchanting 
harbour of the ancient city itself, but in the ancient villages castle 
and monasteries which are to be found in the neighbourhood set 
as it is among scenery of beauty 
unmatched throughout the island .A variety of cafes, discos, 
bars, restaurants and casinos are available. 

Hotels & Motels & Bungalows 

I-CELEBRITY HOTEL ,CHA TEAU 
LAMBOUSA, CELEBRITY 
BUNGALOWS(*****) 

2-DOME HOTEL(****) 
3-JASMINE COURT HOTEL-APT. (*** 
4- THE OLIVE TREE HOLIDAY VILLAGE 

(****) 
5-MARE MONTE HOTEL(***) 
6- DORONA HOTEL(***) 
7-GRAND ROCK HOTEL(***) 
8-DENIZ KIZI HOTEL(***) 
9-KYRENIA OSCAR HOTEL(***) 
10-CLUB GUZEL Y ALI(***) 
I I-CLUB LAPETHOS(***) 
I2-HOTEL LIMAN (***) 
13-ACAPULCO HOLIDAY VILLAGE(***) 
14-L.A.S. HOLIDAY CENTRE(***) 
15-AMBELIA VILLAGE(***) 
16-HILARION VILLAGE (**) 
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17-GOLDEN BAY HOTEL(**) 
18-YENI ANADOLU HOTEL(**) 
19-ATLANTIS HOTEL(**) 
20-HOTEL BRITISH(**) 
21-SOCRATES HOTEL(**) 
22-RIVIERIA MOCAMP(**) 
23-KINGS COURT(**) 
24-SERIF HOTEL-APT.(**) 
25- TOP SET BUNG.(**) 
26-RIVERSIDE HOLIDAY VILLAGE(**) 
27-THE VILLA CLUB(**) 
28-BA YBURK HOTEL(**) 
29-MUFTUZADE HOTEL-APT.(**) 
30-KASGAR COURT(**) 
31-ESPRI HOTEL-APT.(**) 
32ALTINKA YA BUNG.(**) 
33-ALPERHAN HOTEL-APT.(**) 
34-BELLAPAIS GARDENS(**) 
35-PIA BELLA HOTEL(**) 
36-SAMMY' S HOTEL(**) 
37-MARMARIS HOTEL-APT.(*) 
38- GREEN OLIVES HOLIDAY HOUSES(*) 
39- M.SA VARONE BUNG.(*) 
40-CLUB TROPICANA (*) 
41-SENDENIZ BUNG.(*) 
42-SUNNY BEACH BUNG.(*) 
43-SIDELYA HOTEL(*) 
44-MANOLY A HOTEL(*) 
45-SILVER WAVES HOTEL-APT(*) 
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2-2 NICOSIA 

The capital city Lefkosa was known as Ledra in ancient times.It 
lies alittle over five hundred feet above sea level.Although the 
site was occupied from the Bronze Age right through to the 
days of the Romans the city itself did not become important 
until the 13th Century dominion of the lusignans. It is thought 
that the ancient city-state of Ledra was found in 280 BC by 
Lefkos, son of Ptolemy Soter exactly where the walled city is 
to be found today. 
Ledra was certainly prosperous ; by 1211 a traveller was 
reporting how impressed he was by the wealth of its 
unhabitains, which he thought could be compared with that of 
fabled antioch. This prosperity seems to have lasted until the 
city was sacked in 1426 during the Egyptian Mameluke . . mvesion. 
Today it is a city of striking visual impact , with some 
buildings still remaining from the days of the Lusignans , and 
with examples of the many periods and architectural style 
which have flourished since that time. 
As with other medieval towns, it is Lefkosa' s city walls that 
first make a great impressions in the visitors. They were built 
by the venetians in just three years (1567-70) , at a time when 
Venice was a very powerful city-state , and Cyprus one of its 
most prize possessions. Of all the sights to be seen in the city, 
one of the most important sight for the visitors must be the 
selimiye Mosque. originally built in the 13th century, it was 
once the cathedral of the Lusignan Kings; today it is the chief 
mosque of Northern Cyprus . Also very much worth a visit are 
the Stonework Museum, the Sultan's Library,Bedesten and 
Haydar Pasha's Mosque. 

1-SARAY HOTEL(***) 
2-HOTEL LAPETHOS NICOSIA(**) 
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2-3 GOZELYURT 

Gtizelyurt which means beautiful country in Turkish is aptly 
named. Situated in the north west with a population of 10 000 it 
is a charming little town which is surrounded by citrus groves ; 
there wonderful heady scent is itself a good enough reason for 
a visit in blossom tame . 
Underwater springs nourish the apples, vegetables, grapefruit 
and melons for which the area is also famous. A large 
proportion of the citrus fruits are exported and the remainder 
are turned into fruit are exported and the remainder are turned 
into fruit are exported and the remainder are turned into fruit 
juice and canned for local consumption and export. 

1- GUZEL YURT HOTEL 

2-4 FAMAGUSTA 

Among the massively fotified places on the shores of the 
Mediterranean Gazimagusa takes a high place it has always 
been a stepping stone between the Near East and Europe 
.Gazimarusa' s real growth took place during the Lusignan 
reign when the diverse races of the Near East settled in the 
town and with their cultures and wealth gave a new impetus to 
the residents of Gazimagusa. 
Gazimagusa was the natural choice for them to settle in 
because by then the town was at its climax of fame and was the 
chief business centre of the Mediterranean. It is known that one 
of the nobles of Gazimagusa was the richest man in the world 
,for has daughter had more jewels than those of the King of 
France. The unhabitains lived in extreme ease and 

luxury. Perhaps by building 365 churches they intended to 
avoid God's wrath upon them. The golden sandy beaches of 
Gazimagusa is well known throughout the world and it is a 
most important centre of tourism. 
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I-PALM BEACH HOTEL(*****) 
2-SALAMIS BAY HOTEL(****) 
3-PARK HOTEL(****) 
4-MIMOZA HOTEL(***) 
5-CYPRUS GARDENS (***) 
6-HOTEL VIEW(***) 
7-SEA SIDE HOTEL-APT.(***) 
8-BOGAZ HOTEL(***) 
9-SEMA HOTEL-APT.(***) 
IO-LAGUNA BEACH HOTEL-APT.(**) 
II-DAGLI HOTEL-APT. 
I2-ALTUN TABYA HOTEL(*) 
I3-GIRANEL HOTEL(*) 
I4-VAZARO HOTEL(*) 
IS-LONG BEACH BUNG. (*) 
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3- The TRNC Tourism Up Today 

After being driven out of their homes and villages, by force, 
Turkish Cypriots had no chance of operating in tourisim and 
indeed in any other sector before 1974. 
Between 1963 and 197 4 Turkish population had no access to 
sea-ports and Airports. As in any sector, we can start to talk 
about Tourism in TRNC from 1974 peace - operation. And 
when we look back there is a lot of improvement. 

Number of tourist arriving in TRNC since 1990 is steadily 
improving except for 1991. This is due to the Gulf war. There 
is also a small drop in 1994, but considering the improvement 
from 1992, this is not much of a concern. 

Tourism in 1995 
Number of the tourists visited TRNC in 1995 season was as 
follows: 

Year From Turkey % others % Total 

1994 256549 73 95079 ll7.0 351,628 

1995 298,389 77 87733 ~3.0 385,759 

Increase 14 17.6 15 

Source: Ministry of Tourism 
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Revenues from the Tourism is in the table below 
million$ 1994 1995 (target) 

Value % Value % Increase 

I-INCOME 355.6 100.0 378.4 100.0 6.4 

Tourist 325.6 91.6 345.3 91.3 6.0 

Non-tourist 29.8 8.4 33.1 8.6 11.1 

2-Expenditure 103.8 100.0 109.8 100.0 5.8 

tourist 99.3 95.7 105.0 95.6 5.7 

Source Ministry of Tourism 

3-1 Target Planning In the Sector 

The following plans were made by the planning department, 
in order to reach the target expected in the coming season. 

Coordination between the dipff erent parts of the 
Gavernmental organizations will be improved , in order to 
preserve the environment and under no way give permission 
for constructing in the regions of forests, historical places and 
natural beauties of the island. 

* To improve the efficiency, 
- Plans should be made to increase the length of the holiday 
season, 

- Increase the duration of tourist in TRNC , 
- Earn more income per tourist 
- Give more choices to the tourist , in entertainment, sports, 
golf , health etc. 

* To give incentives to the investors through Development 
Bank 
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* Improve efficiency and services by training all those 
involved in the tourism sector. 

* To safeguard the envyronment , introduce this as a lesson at 
the school. 

* To improve advertising and image building at the customer 
countries. 

* Participation at the conference, meeting and workshops 
should be improved. 

* Attendance to the International tourism fairs will be 
improved. 

* Improve marketing activities, by coordinating between the 
international organizations and State representative offices. 

4- INCENTIVES FOR LOCAL AND FOREIGN 
INVESTORS IN THE TOURIST INDUSTRY IN 

TRNC 

In parallel to the economic programme adopted by the TRNC, 
the tourism sector has been singled out as the most important 
sector for the improvement of the economy and the 
government is determined to provide all the necessary 
incentives for the prospective investors in the tourism sector . 
In line with this determination an act was passed by the 
Republican Assembly of the TRNC containing a wide range 
of incentives for the prospective investors. These incentives 
are as follows: 

1) Import duty exemptions for investment goods concerning 
the project; 

2) Government contribution to charter - risk; 

3) Contribution to brochure and advertisement expenditures, 
up to 7 5 % depending on the number of bednights 
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4) Exemption from income tax and corporate tax for a 
period of 10 years, in case of investment in tourist 
accomodation units, and /or operating charter flights; 

5) For public companies of which the number of 
shareholders are not less 50, the exemption period noted 
above is increased by an additional three years ; 

6) Annual interest and principal installments of foreign loans 
enjoy a transfer guarantee; 

7) Tourism establishment of hotels and travel agencies , may 
each year deduct 20 % of taxable income ; 

8) Repatriation of profit without any restriction or limitation ; 

9) Free transfer of proceeds in case of liquidation of 
investment; 

10) Employment of foreign qualified personnel who are not 
available locally ; 

11) Transfer of net income earned by foreign personnel is 
free; 

12) Exemption from construction licence free; 

13) The following expenses are also deductable while 
calculating annual taxable profit : 
- All travel expenses related to promotion and marketing, 
- All kinds of advertisment , promotion and marketing 
expenses. 
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Years TC Rate(%) Foreign Rate(%) TOTAL 

1975 67486 91 6685 9 74171 

1976 85298 92 7772 8 93070 

1977 108016 96 5130 4 113146 

1978 104738 93 8172 7 112910 

1979 95115 88 13286 12 108401 

1980 69808 83 14703 17 84511 

1981 62660 80 15474 20 78134 

1982 65018 74 22611 26 87629 

1983 78467 79 20467 21 98934 

1984 93413 82 19905 18 113318 

1985 103791 83 21284 17 125075 - 
1986 105729 80 25763 20 131492 

1987 147965 80 36372 20 184337 

1988 173351 76 56050 24 229401 

1989 214566 78 59507 22 274073 
- 

1990 243269 81 57541 19 300810 

1991 179379 81 40858 19 220237 
13 



Years TC Rate(%) Foreign Rate(%) TOTAL 

1992 210178 79 57440 21 267618 

1993 281370 78 77943 22 359313 

1994 256549 73 95079 27 351628 

1995 298026 77 87733 23 385759 

There are two groups of tourist who Coming to Cyprus . First 
is the number of tourist coming from Turkey and secondly the 
tourist coming from third countries , mainly from Europe. 

In 1990, total number of arriving tourist was 300810. apart 
from that, arriving local tourist was 74681 , in the same year, 
total number of entering Turkish nationals was 243269. 
In 1991 , total number of entering tourist was 220237. 17939 
of them was including Turkish nationals.And total number of 
coming foreign tourist was 4085 8. 

As from the 1991 , increasing had orderly been watched 
for in number of foreign tourist. 
In the 1992, total number of arriving tourist was 267618. 
Total number of tourist coming from Turkey was 210178, 
and total number of foreign tourists were 57440. 
n the 1993, total number of tourist was 359313. Total number 
of entering tourist was 77943. Total number of arriving 
Turkish national tourists was 281370. 

In 1994, total number of tourist was 351628 ,in the same 
year, total number of Turkish tourists was 256549 and total 
number of arriving foreign tourist was 950791. 

In 1995 , total number of arriving foreign tourist decreasing 
was stoped. Total number of arriving foreign tourist was 
87733. Total number of arriving tourist was reported 385759. 
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Tourism policy of the in TRNC was always designed in 
parrallel to Turkey. In the first days of tourism , which are 
days of great economical difficulties in Turkey , the main 
objective was to bring in foreign tourist to get foreign 
currency. Although situation in Turkey today is very much 
different , but some how, there are no changes in the strategy 
of TRNC tourism. 

Turkish Tourist visiting TRNC as per year are as follows: 

YEAR NUMBER OF TURKISH TOURIST 

1990 243269 

1991 179379 

1992 211078 

1993 281370 

1994 256549 

1995 298026 

It is early to speculate but there is a big drop in the number of 
tourist in the season of 1994. This led to a drop in averall 
number of tourist coming to TRNC . But as it can be seen 
below , there is a steady increase in the number of tourist 
from third countries, except for the 1991 , just after the Golf 
war. 
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