
NEAR EAST UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF ECONOMICS AND ADMINISTRATIVE SCIENCES

GRADUATE STUDIES

THE IMPORTANCE
AND

THE ROLE OF EDUCATION SECTOR
IN THE TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS

BY
ZEKİYE İŞEGÜVEN

A THESIS
Presented to the Faculty of The Graduate Studies in the Near East University

In Partial Fulfillment of Requirements
For the Master Degree Studies

Under the Supervision of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Fikret KUTSAL

June 98
Lefkoşa-K.K.T.C



CONTENTS

I. INTRODUCTION 1-3

I 1. A GE)iERAL VJEW OF CYPRUS ASA WHOLE
I 2. HISTORY OF CYPRUS
I 3. TR.~C

n, EDUCATION IN TRNC (1983-1997) 4-22

n 1. FIVE YEAR DEVOLEPMENT PLANS
II 2. EDUCATION IN TRNC

II 2 A. FORMAL EDUCATION

i) PRE-PRIMARY EDUCATION
ii) PRIMARY EDUCATION
iii) SECONDARY EDUCATION

a) SECONDARY-JUNIOR SCHOOLS
b) GENERAL HIGH SCHOOLS
c) VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL SCHOOLS

iv) HIGHER EDUCATION
a) HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS IN TRNC

1) TEACHER'S TRAINING COUEGE
2) OPEN UNIVERSITY
3) NURSING AND MID-WIFERY HIGH SCHOOLS
4) EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN UNIVERSITY
5) GİRNE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
6) NEAR EAST UNIVERSITY
7) UNIVERSITY OF LEFKE
8) INTERNATIONAL AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
9) CYPRUS INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

b) GENERAL HIGHER EDUCATION IN TRNC
V) SPECIAL EDUCATION

II 2 B. INFORMAL EDUCATION

m. MEDHOT AND MATERIAL 23-24

III 1. MATERIAL
III 2. METHOD

III 2 1. THE METHOD USED TO COLLECT DATA
III 2 2. THE METHOD USED IN EVALUATING DATA

IV. FACTORS AFFECTION EDUCATION IN TRNC
V. ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS
VI. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

VI 1. SUMMARY
VI 2.CONCLUSION

24-29
29-31

32

BIBLIOGRAPHY
REFERENCES



CONTENTS OF TABLES

Pages:

1) TABLEI: PRE-PRIMARYEDUCATION 6
2) TABLE ll: ELEMENTARYSCHOOLS 8
3) TABLEIII: SECONDARY-JUNIORSCHOOLS 10
4) TABLEIV:GENERALHIGH SCHOOLS 12
5) TABLEV: VOCATIONAL,TECHNICALAND COMMERCIALSCHOOLS 13
6) TABLEVI : HIGHER EDUCATIONIN TRNC r 15
7) TABLEVII:HIGHER EDUCATION(general) . 18
8) TABLEVIII: SPECIALEDUCATION 20
9) TABLEIX: INFORMAL EDUCATION 22
10) TABLEX: SECTORALDISTRIBUTION OF FIXED CAPITAL

INVESTMENTS(Education) 26
10)TABLE XI:GOVERNMENT'SINVESTMENTSTO THE EDUCATIONSECTOR

ACCORDINGTO THE BUDGETAND GROSSNATIONAL PRODUCT. 27
11) TABLEXII: SUCCESS IN ÖSS AND ÖYS(Due to general high schools) 28

..



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

greatly indebted to assoc.Prof. Dr. Fikret KUTSAL,my supervisor,for his generous
during the work on this thesis.

And also I am greatly indebted to Mrs.Neriman GÜNSEL,my headmistress(B.T.M.K),
for her generoushelpand moraleduring the work on this thesis.

Appreciations go to the ministry of Educationof TRNCand State Planning Organizations
Forthe useful information that they provide me.

I am greatly indepted to Dr. Suat GÜNSEL,founder of the NearEastUniversity ,who
gaveme the opportunity of getting a master degree in TRNC.



I. INTRODUCTION

is globalizing and all over the world knowledge is very important.We are in
lmowledge age and education plays a very important role all over the world.In order to

date, in knowledge,we have to give big importance to EDUCATION.

·Edıııcaöon is a very important sector in every society and it is the same for TRNC.This is
eeı:: = !ary in order to catch up to date knowledge.

Because of these purposes I decided to prepare a THESIS about education in TRNC and
see what can we do at the future.

In the first part information about TRNC will be given, then in the.second part an analize
al education in TRNC and then in the third part some problems and solutions about
education, how it can be improved.

L6ENERAL VIEW OF CYPRUS AS A WHOLE:

Cyprus, is the third biggest island in the Mediterranean , after Sicily and Sardinia.It is in
the Eastern Mediterranean , just 40 miles off the coast of Turkey, 60 miles from Syria and
250 mies from Egypt. The position of Cyprus in the eastern most corner of the mediterranean
has dictated its history.Like Constantinople it became a point of confrontation between
east and west.

Cyprus is not a large island. From its western extremity, the Akamas Peninsula , to the
eastern tip of the Karpas it is the less than 1400 miles, and at its widest point ,between
Cape Kormakiti in the north and Cape Anauti in the south , it is less than 60 miles.

The result of those cataclysmic earth movements millions of years ago when molten rock
broke through the sea-bed to form our islands and continents.The contours of Cyprus bear
wibıess to such an eruption:the central massif of the Troodos rising to over 6,400' ,the

:yrenia range in the north rising to over 3,300'.

Between the two mountain ranges lies the plain of Mesaoria that originally, as part of the
51151 , divided the land masses.

forest of Cyprus are concentrated in the mountain regions.The Troodos is almost
• ı N4,'let~ covered by forest.

CYDrUS has Mediterranean climate with hot dry summer and variable winter.

The history of Cyprus goes to the Stone Age.In the Stone Age (7000-3900 BC) first
settlers came from Anatolia and Syria.This is the age of the foundation of the first cities.The
c:oppert:ools first appeared in (3900-2600 BC) Copperstone Age. In the early Bronze Age
(2300-1850 BC) new immigrants came from Anatolia. In the Middle Bronze Age (1900-1600
BC) Cyprus became important for export of copper, building of castles against the Hyksos
invasion .In the late Bronze Age (1650-1050 BC) Hyksos' power was declined,Egypt empire
reborn. Cyprus' trade expanded and archaic colonization began. The phoenician
colonization began in the Dark Age (1050-750 BC). In the Archaic Age (750-475 BC)
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belonged to the Assyrian empire for 40 years and was later integrated into the
Persian empire.In the Classical Period (475-325 BC ) there was an uprise against the
~n Empire was destructed by the Alexander the Great. In the Hellenistic Period (325-

) Cyprus involved in the struggle amongst Alexander's Generals for the division of
empire. Pb:>lornauswon and ruled over Cyprus. In the Roman Period (58 BC-330 AD)

becane part of the Roman Empire.Christianity under Paulus and Barnabas began.In
Byzatıtine period (330 AD-1191) Islam founded and Arab invasionstook place .In the

Lıısignaıısperiod (1191-1489) Richardthe Lion Heart conqueredCypruson his way to
lenı5alem during the third crusadeand handed it over to his vassal, Guyde Lusignans,

established his Kingdom.In the VenetiansPeriod (489-1571)Venicetook over but
always the lear of the Ottomans Empire.

Ottomans conqueredCyprus(1571-1878) which becamepart of the Ottoman Empire.
Sef0eıs from all over the Ottoman Empirecameto Cyprus.

Ottomans rented Cyprusto Britain (1878-1918).

1914-1960:Cyprus becamepart of the British Coloniesfollowing the LausanneTreaty
(1925). In 1918, headedby the orthodox clergy, the greek speaking population started to

·-- Enosis, an idea brought forward by the Orthodox Churchsince 1878.

1950 the Orthodox Church launcheda campaign for the union of Cypruswith Greece
Eı~-ıosıs-· ) amongst the Greekspeakingpopulation who were askedthe petition for Enosis in

•· churches.

The GreekCypriot population is only Greekby languagesand certainly not from an ethnic
·nt al view.Greeceis in fact the only Mediterranean nation which never hadthe occasion

tD invade and/or dominate the Island of Cyprus.Thelink between modem Greeceand the
Island al Cyprushasalways beenthe Orthodox clergy.Therefore the idea of "enosis" has

reasonsthan that of an ethnic root.Moreover the exclusive character of the Orthodox
urch, which has always headed and supported this idea has depened this dualistic

Underthe Ottoman Empire, the Orthodox clergy gained a very strong foothold in Cyprus
and the Archibishopwas more a political rather than a religious figure.

TheTurkish Cypriots, descendantsof the Ottomans, havealways strongly opposedthe
of "enosis" asthis would , for them , meanonly to substitute a foreign occupying

· on , Britain, with another, Greece, which would leavethem without future .Their fears
worries were more than justified as the succesiveevents proved and it were these

••• ,...,. which madethe Turkish Cypriots Representatievesto ask for the protection of

EOKA ( Cypriot National PartisanOrganisation) was formed under the leadership
week Col.Grivaswhose activities reachedits peak in 1958.Sinceits formation,this

oıgaıaisationturned to be an active Greekunit.Its actions were not directly solely against
oaııı,ying nation , England, but also against the Turkish Cypriot Community and Greek

did not share its ideas.

In 1959 , the treaty of Zurich , to which Turkey was also part in order to protect the
Turkish Cypriot Community ,was preparedand signed in London in 1960.

The treaty established the conditions for independence;defınetlyabandonig the idea of
•enosis" by the Greekspeaking population and forbidding the division of the Island ,but
providing ı,oHticaland administrativepowers to the two different religious, cultural and
linguistic communities.
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1960 ,the Rebublic of Cyprus was founded with its own constitution.The President a
CVı>riotI the Vice-President a Turkish Cypriot, 50 parlamentaries, 35 of which were

the Greek Cypriot Community and 15 from the Turkish Community.Each
aıııanunity eecting its own Representatives.Three ministries to the Turkish Cypriot
Comnıunity:Defense ,Agriculture and Health under the triple guarantee and protection of
~and Turkey.

ltcscı.ıeı with the advent of independence, the dualistic division grew still stronger with
n of the Greek speaking majority to get rid of the Turkish speaking minority (The
n .see Mr. G. Klerides' book 1972).This complex situation was made still worse

interference of Greece through EOKA.

internal tension reached its highest point in 1963.

The Island is particularly split in two as a result of Arch. Makarios' attempt to change in
ravour of the Greek speaking Community thirteen articles or the Constitution: in particular
those governing the division of the political and administrative powers in open violation of

treaties..Arctt. Makarios undertook other steps against the Constitution ,such as
diciırminn the Turkish Cypriot police ,establishing the National Greek Cypriot Guards etc.

aiminal attempts and civil war.started. The United Nations sent its troops trying
·- , tD stop bloodshed.The creation by the U.N. of the "Green Line" dates back to this

period.The period from 1958 to 1974 is certainly the most tragic and dramatic in the
himwv of Cyprus.

ısııı July 1974, the Greek regime ,who had already transported its troops to the
• - violation to the U.N. resolution , and whose immage in Greecewas at its minimum

,tried tD regain its prestige by a military cop, in conjunction with the officers of the
Cypriot National Guard ,whose final aim was annexion of Cyprus to Greece (enosis) a

drgım -tıirtı in fact was never abandoned.

On the 2otıı July 1974, Turkey after consultations with England , in exercise of the power
gurantee given by the treaties, intervented militarily to protect the Turkish Cypriot

c:orrımunity.

13t1ı February 1975 , the Turkish Federal State of Cyprus , in North Cyprus is founded.

1974 , Turkish Cypriots tried a lot in order to get peace two nations but couldn't

Turkish Rebublic of Northern Cyprus founded on 15th November 1983.

Island today enjoys a great intrenal tra;nquality even if the economic development of
Northeı ıa Cyprus is slow ,hampered as it is by the embargo enforced by Greece and the

:vmiuts on the Northern part of the Island.

area of TRNCis 3,354 squre kilometres (1,295 squre miles). Its population is nearly
200.000 .Its capital city is Nicosia (North Nicosia).Its flag is white with red crescent ,star in

- middle af two parallel lines in red.The Official language is Turkish but English is
aıınmonJy spoken.The official currency in North Cyprus is Turkish Lira (TL)

Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus is a secular republic based on the principles of
SUDremacv of democracy,social justice and law.
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II. EDUCATIONIN TRNC (1983-1997)

L FIVE YEAR DEVOLOPMENT PLANS:

is a devolping country and government makes development plans in order to
yaıu:M: ,improve development.

first five year devolopment plan made for 1978-82 time period.

second five year devolopment plan made for 88-92 time period.

And the last, which is the third five year development plan made for 93-97 time
period.

And in addition to these five year development plans ,each year, government makes
transition period programs for development.

In the development plans education is taken as a sector and in each development
n, there are targets for education , like all the other sectors.

(88-92 time period) In the 2nd 5 year development plan targets are:

the opening of new kindergartens and starting new kindergarten classes
attached to elementary schools , the number of pupils receiving education at this

shall comprise 70 % of the age group and pre-schools education shall be
expended on a country-wide basis.

number of pupils attending elementary schools ,which comprises 100°/o of the
age group involed, shall be maintained.The number of pupils attending secondary­
junior schools shall be increased to comprise 100°/o of the age-group.

3. In Secondary Education the aim shall be to ensure an enrolment comprising 80°/o
af the age-group involved , with emphasis to vocational and technical education.
Efforts shall be made to direct 55°/oof the pupils to high schools Known as lycee's
and 45°/o of the pupils to vocational and technical schools.

4. In higher education ,efforts shall be made to increse the percentage of enrolment to
30°/o.

(93-97 Time period) In the 3n1 5 year development plan ,the targets are:

Pre-school education will be spreaded to countries,especially cities by self-managing
"ndergartens.And a study for 5 years age group will be done.Education at this level

II comprise 100°/o.
small countries and villages Centralization of schools should be done.

number of pupils attending elementary and secondary-junior schools which
prises 100°/o of the age-group involved shall be maintained.

Bforts shall be made to direct 60°/o of the pupils to high schools known as lycee's
40% of the pupils to vocational and technical schools.

5. Goııııemmentshall provide money and credits to universities in order to improve
::ıır.:vı-nic ,economic ,social and cultural aspects.

In this thesis, an analize of these targets will be done if these targets are reached
or not.
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Q 2 EDUCATIONIN TRNC:

constitution of the Turkish Republic Of Northern Cyprus give right to education
training (Article 59) That is:

person shall be deprived of the right of education and training.
Kind of educational and training activity under the supervision and control of

state shall be free.
educational and training centres which contrary to the principles of

mııtemporaryscience and education shall be opened.
shall be one of the primary duties of the State to provide for the educational and

training needs of the people.The state shall carry out this duty in accordance with
the priciples and reforms of Atatürk, within a framework embellished with national
aıtture and moral values, and in such a planned manner as to meet the demands of
the age and of technological progress as well as the demands and the needs of the
individual and the community.

) Every child , irrespective of sex ,shall have the right to compulsory education until
age of eighteen.
state shall take the necessary measures for bringing up children, who ,owing

·r circumstances ,are in need of special training or education within or outside
a sdıool ,in such a way as to render them useful to the society.

state shall give the necessary assistance, through scholarships or otherwise,
the purpose of enabling succesful pupils who lack financial means to receive the

highest level of education.

According to these rules , the education in TRNCconsists of two main parts ,
nameıy, formal education and informal education.

Formal education aims to import certain knowledge and skills to children of
certain age group within a specified period.It comprises pre-school education , primary
education, secondary education and higher education.

Informal education covers all education activities besides and outside formal
education.

ll.2.A) FORMALEDUCATION

i) PRE-PRIMARYEDUCATION:

Pre-primary education is concerned to be the education of children that is not at
age of primary education.It is for the children at the age 5-6, according to the
ional Turkish Education Rule. '

to the restructuring of the education system , pre-primary class is made
c:r:,mpulsory.Accordingto this, percentage of pupils in pre-primary education became

·- 95-96 education period {Table I).

Pre-primary education is given by the public and private kindergartens are
attadıed to the primary schools some of them seperated.Teachers graduated from

t::rtfrrlr Teacher's Training College or other universities work in these schools.
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il Y EDUCATION

Acmırding to the Turkish Education System Rule, (No:17 / 1986) elementary
sı lıoı:ıts is between the ages of 6 and 11 and it is copmulsory for every child in TRNC.

ı::ıemeııtary schools was 6 years before 1986.In 1986-87 education period ,
••• - ry schools became 5 years, as in Turkey.Because of this reason number of
ct t sets lowered in 87-88 education period.

94-95 education period , because of the centeralization of schools ,number of
sı hııxıls lowered. This means that small schools in very small areas closed and the
stııdents there are taken to the bigger schools in bigger areas.According to this ,the

nology and optimum capacity of schools in bigger areas is shared by more
l"llılırtron,(Table II).

the election exams for colleges or science school is cancelled according to the
National Education Council held in June 95.

this decision was cancelled next year, because of the change in politics.

in 96-97 election exams again took place.

are private primary schools in Nicosia, Famagusta and Kyrenia on behalf of
univeısit:ies.These are EMU , NEU , IA.
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ii) SECONDARYEDUCATION

a) SECONDARYJUNIOR SCHOOLS

This level of education is intended for children between the ages of 12 and 14.

Secondary junior education is made compulsory for every child in TRNCfrom
89-90 education period.

In spite of puplic secondary junior schools there are private secondary junior
schools in TRNC.Theseare Near East College (1994), Eastern Meditterranean college
(1995) ,Kyrenia American College (1995) and International American College.

There are 30 secondary junior schools in TRNC.Someof them are with Lycees but
some of them are seperated.

In 89-90 education period percentage of pupils in schools became hundred percent
and it is the same now. (Table III).The ratio of pupils to teachers is lowered from 21.8
to 13.7.

The enterance to the public secondary-junior schools is free, according to their
settlementplaces.But for the colleges this is not the same.The enterance to the public
colleges is available with an entrance exam.Each year an entrance examination is
made at the end of the primary schools and taken to the public colleges.These are
BTMK+TMK, GTMK,Kyrenia 19 MAYIS C, MTMK.

For private colleges, there is also an entrance exam and a fee is paid each year.

In private colleges education is made from 8.30 to 16:00, but in public colleges except
Monday education is made from 8:00 to 13:00 .

..
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HIGH~SCHOOLS (ORDINARY LYCEES

of education is intended for the 15-17 age group.

are 14 public ordinary Lycees and 4 private colleges in TRNC.

enterance to the ordinary lycees are free except colleges and 20 TEMMUZ
~. Each year an enterance exam is made for the 20 T FL. Also one for the

rt of the colleges for the pupils in private colleges who want to pass to the

T FL was chosen as a pilot school in order to try the credit system by the
education council held in 1995. But this system didn't work and cancelled.

enrolment ratio is raised from 33.3% to 60°/o and the ratio of pupils to
tmctıers lowered from 16.7 to 12.8. {Table IV).

cl VOCATIONALAND TECHNICALSCHOOLS:

· - level of education is intended for the 15-17 age group.

are 12 commercial schools attached to the ministery education.The
• sıiııg and Midwifery school attached to the Ministry of health was a vocation

technical high schools but in 1995 with a law it is changed as an university.

Pg 11
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,TION:

eılucation which is intended for the 18-21age group; 3 public and 6
1Stltutionsare operating in TRNC.Theseare:

•
• Public

Private

number of students in the higher education institutions in TRNC•

Pg14
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