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ABSTRACT 

The new world order which emerged after the end of cold war has brought various 
social,political,cultural and economical problems: These problems affected the foundation of 
the nation state. The identity claims of ethnic groups in newly emerged democracies of 
previous communist era, raised the biggest concern among many developed countries in the 
late 90' s. Ethnicity and ethnic nationalism began to challenge the internal and external 
security of sovereign nation states. 

The ancient hatred schema may flare up in the new millenium once again. Macedonia as in 
the past, may find itself in the center of this new dilemma with its population of more than 
seven ethnic orientation. This small state had to overcome many obstacles after the declaration 
of independence in November 1991. It had to change its flag, part of its constitution and was, 
forced to use a different name against its will. There were many events involving ethnic 
albanians wich resulted with many deaths and imprisonment. The ethnic Albanians struggle to 
gain more rights continued until early 2001. The events involving armed rebels in early 2001 
brought this fragile country to the edge of destruction. 

As shown in this study,ethnicity and the movements of ethnic identity have apparent effects 
on Macedonias internal and external security athmosphere. It appears that the dreams of 
'Greater Albania,Greater Kosovo' still fill many peoples mind.Despite of some impovements, 
a portion of the Ethnic albanians in Macedonia still remain unsatisfied. It is certain that 
improved economic and social conditions for all of the members of the society will also 
reduce the ethnic tensions in social interactions. 

As the world changes, new methods must be found for preventing conflicts and reducing 
tensions between opposing groups.The Tree Model of volkan seems to offer a new way of 
corrective diplomacy and may benefit Macedonias multi-ethnic society if the international 
community understands this countries importance and sensitivities. Above all the mistakes of 
the past must not prevent the mankind to search the way for the better formula of co-existence 
in the future. 
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CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION 

Many academicians, authors, journalists, bureaucrats and even Balkan peoples resemble the 
Balkan region to " a boiling cauldron". This argument gained a special importance in the 
twentieth century. Under the influence of two historical events, the collapse of the 
communism and the end of the cold war, the concept of ethnic nationalism gained importance 
around the world. However, international community now faces new challenges and 
responsibilities to maintain peace and security in the world. 

With the dissolution of Yugoslavia, a new conflict has erupted into the region. Outbreak of 
the nationalism has showed the ancient hatred schema again in the Balkans. After the 
disintegration of Yugoslav Socialist Federation, many new states have been created. Today 
many ethnic groups have been interwoven into the region. For example, Macedonian 
population consists of 64.6% Macedonian, 22.9% Albanian, 5% Turkish, 2% Romany, and 2 
%Serbian origin. 1 

The Republic of Macedonia' declared independence in 1991. With the establishment of new 
republic, many problems arose; the Macedonian Question was reborn. Survival of Macedonia 
as a sovereign and independent state has threatened the neighboring states and their ideologies 
of nationalist movements. Greece still refuses to recognize Macedonian nation, language or 
Macedonian minority. Bulgaria, has been the first country to recognize Macedonian republic, 
but it refuses the existence of a Macedonian nation and Macedonian language. Serbia sees 
Macedonian people as Slavic people. 

Feroz E. K. Yasamee argues that nationality can be changed. The most striking example for 
this is South Slavs who define themselves as a different nation namely Macedon. 3 After the 
independence, the international community worried that Macedonia could become a new 
Bosnia. The international community seems to be aware of the importance of the political, 
economic and strategic aspects of this state's existence. Macedonian question is not only 
important for the stability of the region but also for the global society. The inter-ethnic 
relations are most important for the stability of Macedonia. 

The dynamics of ethnic conflict in the region and history of Macedonia have to be 
understood, because the security of Macedonia still poses a big problem for the world. The 
complexity of Macedonian question lies in the fact that cultural, geographical and political 
issues are all interwoven. It seems that the emergence of nationalism and ethnic politics 
threaten the boundaries of nation states. Therefore, the threat to Macedonian society comes 

1 
According to the census which was conducted in 1991, 21% of total population of 2,033,964 which equals to 

427,313 was of Albanian ethnic origin. Same census indicated that Macedonians make up 64.6 percent of total 
population, the Turks account 4.8.percent, Roma 2.7 percent, Serbs 2.2 percent, Muslims 1.7 percent and all 
others combined 2.6 percent. A second census funded and monitored by the auspices of Conference for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) in 1994.According to this census 22.9 percent of total population is ethnic 
Albanian. International Crisis Group (ICG), Balkans Report No.98, August 2000.4-5 Available at 
http://www. crisisweb. org/projects/showreport. cfm ?reportid= 15 
2 
The term 'Macedonia' refers to the temporary name adopted by the UN, Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia (FYROM). Titles like the Republic of Macedonia, F.Y.R. Macedonia also refer to Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia (FYROM). The geographical region of Macedonia, which is shared by three states, 
namely Greece, FYROM and Bulgaria is referred accordingly. Wherever reference is made to the Greek region 
of Macedonia, it is accordingly specified (e.g. 'Greek Macedonia') 
3 
Yasamee, F., A, K., Saybasli, K.,Ozcan,G.,editor (1997).Yeni Balkanlar Eski Sorunlar, p. 71-85 
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from within the state, not from other states. Ethnic minorities demands for more rights, 
cultural freedom, human rights, political autonomy and independence. 
After the collapse of communism and the end of the cold war a new world order appeared and 
new security environment took place. The evolution of new nation states seems to be a major 
problem. Newly emerging states worked very hard to gain and to protect their sovereignty. On 
the other hand in Western Europe the principle of sovereignty began loosing its influence. It 
seems that ethnicity and nationalism have become very important in twentieth century. 

1.1. The Study 

The aim of this study is to search for certain links between the ethnic orientations of 
Macedonian people and security of Republic of Macedonia, Balkans and Europe. 
Furthermore, this study aims to show the importance of the inter-ethnic relations within the 
Macedonian state. The stability and the security of Macedonia depends on the inter-ethnic 
balance. It seems that by giving more rights to the ethnic peoples of the state a new state's 
sense of security can be improved. In addition, today neighboring countries have to accept the 
fact that Macedonian state and a Macedonian nation exists and people feel Macedonian. 

In the onset of this study the terms and concepts such as ethnicity, nationalism, race and 
national identity are defined, because it is very important to distinguish these terms to avoid 
any confusion. As the study proceeds a brief historical analysis takes place in chapter I until 
declaration of Republic of Macedonia. Declaration of independent Macedonia and the issue 
surrounding the recognition as well as the reactions of neighboring countries, great powers, 
NATO and EU are examined in chapter II. Chapter III focuses on structure of Macedonian 
society and dynamics of ethnicity on the inter-ethnic relations in Macedonia. Finally latest 
developments are analyzed, as well as crises with ethnic Macedonian Albanians and 
consequences of ethnic tensions. 

In order to write this thesis numerous books and articles on the subject were used either 
directly or indirectly. Internet sources were used in order to note the current developments. 
Television networks as well as international and local newspapers were examined. In addition 
some views of the Republic of Macedonia were provided with great help of the Embassy of 
the Republic of Macedonia in Ankara. 

1.2. Definition of Ethnicity 

In the 1950's many liberals and socialists expected the death of ethnic, racial and national ties 
and the unification of world. Instead, ethnic movements re-surfaced with the end of the cold 
war. The collapse of the communism has encouraged ethnic conflicts and nationalist 
movements. With the establishment of new states new problems were created. Everybody 
started to discuss ethnic problems in the world as well as in the Balkans. Is this really the end 
of the cold war? Has the world become hotter with the ethnic conflicts and nationalist 
movements? 

Several ethnic conflicts erupted in l990's after the dissolution of the Soviet Union and 
Yugoslavia. Afterwards the term of ethnic cleansing was used to describe Serbian treatment 
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of Muslim and Croat minorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina, in the Former Yugoslav 
Republic. The term 'ethnicity" has become so important in contemporary politics. 
The main characteristic of the 19th century and 20th century is the clarity of ethnic sense. In 
addition after the 1990' s nationalist movements were increased by the ethnic peoples around 
the world. 

According to Ernest Gellner, ethnicity exists with the cultural differentiation. This 
differentiation helps us to become more aware of our cultural heritage and to become directed 
against rival cultures. 5 In addition Ernest Gellner stressed that if economic welfare is spread, 
the intensity of ethnic feelings decreases. 6 

Anthony Smith lists the six major qualities of an ethnic group as follows: a common name; a 
myth of common ancestry; shared historical memories; one or more elements of common 
culture; a link with a homeland; a sense of solidarity.7 'First, the group must have a name for 
itself This is important; a lack of name reflects an inadequate sense of collective identity. 
Second, the people in the group must believe in a common ancestry. This is more important 
than genetic ties". An example is Alexander the Great, who established a great Macedonian 
empire in 336 BC. The Greeks argue that Alexander Great was Greek and that he will stay as 
Greek, but Macedonians do not accept this. The Macedonians, on the other hand believe that 
Alexander the Great was Macedonian. Actually these two nations want to strengthen their 
national myths. 

Third major quality is 'the members of the group must share historical memories, that there 
are often myths passed from generation to generation by word of mouth'. Macedonian people 
gained a national identity during the Tito's period, during which a Macedonian nation was 
created (or re-created). 'Fourth, the group must have a shared culture; frequently it is based on 
union of religion, language, music, dress, institutions, customs, traditions, laws, and 
architectures, even food. Fifth, the group must feel an attachment to specific piece of territory. 
Sixth, the people in a group have to think of themselves as a group in order to constitute an 
ethnic community; that is, they must have a sense of their common ethnicity". All of these 
characteristics were obtained in Tito's period within the Socialist Republic of Macedonia. 

The distinction between race and ethnicity is difficult. 'The term race refers to a person's 
observed body characteristics, as skin color, the most important single determinant of persons 
racial status. Ethnicity pertains to cultural differences like language, religion, customs and 
national origin.r'" In Richard Schermerhon's view, "an ethnic group is defined here as a 

4 'The term ethnicity first appeared in the 1950's in the English language. The English adjective 'ethnic'in turn 
derives from the ancient Greek term ethnos; it was used as a synonym of gentile, that is, non-Christian and non­ 
Jewish pagan. As the English language has no concrete noun for ethnos or ethnie, the French term is used to 
denote an 'ethnic community' or 'ethnic group'. We find it also in the English and American ( White Anglo­ 
Saxon, Protestant) tendency to reserve the term 'nation' for themselves and 'ethnic' for immigrant peoples, as in 
the frequently used term 'ethnic minorities'. Hutchinson, J.; Smith, A.,D., (1996) Ethnicity, p. 4-5. 
5 Gellner, E., (1998). Encounters with Nationalism (Milliyetcilige Bakmak,) Cesar, S.; Ozerturk, S.; Soyark,N., 
translator and editor, p.62. 
6 Gellner,(1998), p.71 
7 Brown,M.,E.,(1993), Ethnic Conflict and International Security, p4-5, Smith, A, (1999), Milli Kimlik 
(National Identity), p.42 also see; Hutchinson, J.; Smith, A.,D., (1996), Ethnicity, p. 4-5. also see; Ryan, S., 
(1995), Ethnic Conflict and International Relations, p.4 
8 Brown (1993) p.4-5, also, according to Ernest Gellner, ethnicity loses its importance in the industrial society. 
Gellner, E., (1998), p.72 
9 Brown, (1993), p.5 
1° Cockerham, (1995), The Global Society, An Introduction to Sociology, p.357 
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collectivity within a larger society having common ancestry (real or myth), memories of 
shared historical past and cultural focus on one or more symbolic elements, defined as the 
epitome of their peoplehood. Examples of such symbolic elements are: language, tribal 
affiliation, nationality, phenotypic features, or any combination of these".11 The pattern of 
kinship, physical conformity ( as localism vs. sectionalism etc.), religious affiliations and 
language or dialect forms may also be used. 12 

According to Thomas Hylland Eriksen "ethnicity still has a ring of 'minority issues' and 'race 
relations', but in social anthropology it refers to aspects of relationship between groups which 
consider themselves, and are regarded by others as being culturally distinctive". 13 As we can 
see ethnicity focuses on the two concepts, one is 'us' and the other is 'them'. 

The distinction between ethnicity and nation has to be understood. Then, what is a nation? 
According to Anthony Smith 'nation' is a group of people that shares a historical 
land/country, common myths and historical memory, a common culture, common economy, 
rights and responsibilities.14 The typical meaning of nation is based on several criteria such as 
language, common territory, common history, common cultural features etc. According to 
Ernest Renan two things are necessary to build up a nation "The one is possession in common 
of rich heritage of all memories. And the other is the actual agreement, desire to live together, 
and the will to continue to make the most joint inheritance." 15 

Jack Synder defines 'nationalism' as the doctrine in which the most important line of cleavage 
for establishing membership in a conflict group is nationality.16 He adds that ''Nationality, in 
tum, might be defined in one of two ways: by ethnic or civic criteria. Ethnic nationality is 
based on the consciousness of a shared identity within a group, rooted in a shared culture and 
a belief in common ancestry. Civic nationality, by contrast is inclusive within a territory. 
Membership in the national group is generally open to everyone who is born or permanently 

_ resident within the national territory, irrespective oflanguage, culture or ancestry.t''" 

It seems that Nationalism is an ideological movement (political movement) aimed at creating 
a state which starts with an autonomous area within a state leading to the establishment of 
own states. Macedonians argue that ethnic Macedonian Albanians try to create their 
autonomous state that will divide or destroy Macedonian stability in the region. Smith refers 
to the main sensation of nationalist movement as being territory/country, history and people.18 
According to A Smith nationalism is an ideological movement and that a nation will try to 
obtain and keep some criteria namely autonomy, unity and identity.19 

As we explained, the Balkan nationalism aimed to create independent states and to establish 
self-rule by the secessionism and irredentism. Throughout the history of the Balkans, all 
Balkan borders moved back and forth. As a result of these circumstances many borders were 
shifted and all Balkan peoples have been interwoven around the region. Albanians today live 

"Schermerhom, R.(1996), Ethnicity and Minority Groups, p. 17 
12Prof.Dr.Jouni Suistola, March 27,2002 Nicosia. Prof.Dr.Jouni Suistola is the Head of the Department of 
International Relations in the Near East University. 
13 Eriksen, T., H., (1996), Ethnicity, Race, Class and Nation, p. 28-29 
14 Smith,(1998), Milli Kimlik (National Identity),p.32 
15 Zotiades, (1961), Macedonian Controversy, the Institute for Balkan Studies, Thessalonike, p. 32 
16 Synder, J., (1993) Nationalism and the Crises of the Post Soviet state, p.81 
17 Synder, 1993,p.81 
18 Smith, (1998) Milli Kimlik (National Identity), p.127 
19 Smith, (1998), p.122 
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within many Balkan states. Especially after the First World War Albanians were divided by 
the other powers. A small part of region became an Albanian state in 1912. Today 23% of 
ethnic Albanian people are living in the Republic of Macedonia. 

Ethnicity has been used in many different meanings. Many scholars explain ethnicity 
differently and actually there is no universal definition. Ethnicity has become an important 
element in many social processes. In this limited study, many other alternative approaches 
have not been examined on the concept of ethnicity. In this respect some definitions of 
ethnicity were given in very short details. 

Generally the concepts of the ethnic group and the minority group have similar meaning. The 
international law explains minorities as a collective community which consists of people in a 
state, that has a different race, language or religion from the others. 20 But in fact the UN still 
has not explained the definition of minorities. Capatorti defined the legal perspective of the 
concept of minority. Non-dominant, to be smaller in numbers than the remaining population 
of the state, to be different from other group from ethnic, religious, linguistic perspective, to 
have sense of solidarity to protect own cultural, traditional, linguistic values.21 In general, 
ethnic group is a group that is distinct from others with common historical memories, 
common culture, language and religion. An ethnic group generally wants to protect its 
collective ethnic identity. 

The ethnic conflict is a struggle between different ethnic groups for political power and 
political status.22 Many ethnic conflicts start as a domestic dispute but become interstate 
conflicts. Some cases it spills over neighboring countries. In some other cases neighboring 
powers intervene to protect the interests of their brethren in domestic disputes. Ethnic 
conflicts often become internationalized for humanitarian reasons, because civilians may be 
attacked. 

· What is the goal of the ethnic conflict? Ethnic groups see themselves different from others. 
They are distinct from the perspective of religion, language, customs, traditions. If one side is 
"A" other side is "B". In general, an ethnic group wants to dominate other. One ethnic group 
tries to show the other group as bad, brutal, barbarians. V olkan calls this as ''we-ness" and 
"other-ness". 23 As a result, ethnic cleansing can become a tool to dominate others. 

1.3. Ethnic Nationalism and Regional Security 

After the fall of the bipolar world, the notion of the security has changed. It appears that there 
is a certain link between ethnic conflict and international security. The disintegration of the 
former Yugoslavia brought ethnic and political tensions, as well as social and economic 
concerns. After the collapse of the Soviet Union and the break up of Yugoslavia, the world 

20 After the establishment of the UN the definition of minorities has been tried to explain. F. Copotorti who was 
the special reporter of the Sub-Committee on Human Rights of the UN tried to define the concept of minorities. 
But his definition. has not been found appropriate by the other states, The UN still does not have a clear 
definition of the term 'minorities'. About the subject see Pazarci, Uluslararasi Hukuk Dersleri, Volumell (1998), 
p.184-186 
21. Minority refers to a group of people smaller in numbers, non-dominant, different from the majority Altug, Y., 
( 1993) Minorities and Ethnies in the Balkans, Turkish Review of Balkan Studies. Annual l ,p.177-178 
22Nevers,R.Brown.,M.E., Democratization and Ethnic Conflict.,(1993), Ethnic Conflict and International 
Security, p.62 
23Lecture notes, Analysis of IR and Current International Problems, Prof.Dr. Jouni Suistola, Near East 
University, Nicosia, 1997 
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order has totally changed. Many states have been created. With the collapse of the 
communism and the death of the bi-polar security system, new world order, new security 
system and new actors appeared in the world. 

During the communist period the security of the many communist states was depended on the 
membership of the Warsaw Pact. In fact, majority of the communist states were under the 
Soviet security umbrella. Today main goals of post-communist societies are to reach 
democracy and to join European institutions. At the beginning of the 1990's many ethnic 
conflicts resurfaced within the states and fragile democracies emerged as in the example of 
Balkans. Many ethnic minorities. have demanded. their cultural freedom, human rights, and 
political autonomy even national independence within a state. Nevertheless, new independent 
states tried to establish democratic administration and to provide stability around the region 
and to gain access to the European institutions. But in fact these new states still have many 
problems like economic instability, ethnic tensions, backwardness, etc. All of these affect the 
European security system and jeopardize the situation. International community has tried to 
stop hostilities and create conditions for the new democracies to build institutions and reach 
economic prosperity. 

In fact, in order to analyze the post-cold war dynamics in the Balkans, especially the Republic 
of Macedonia, first, we have to look at the history of the Republic of Macedonia in this part of 
the world. The Macedonian question has resurfaced in the international arena with the 
establishment of a new and the young nation of the Farmer Socialist Republic of Macedonia. 
The conflict over Macedonian identity and national belonging still exist. Struggle of identities 
is also continued in Macedonia. In January 1992, the Albanian minority of Macedonia held a 
referendum and as a result they wanted to create political and territorial autonomy with the 
establishment of their own state, the republic of Ilirida. However, this situation shows that 
Macedonia seriously was threatened both on internal and external fronts by nationalist 
ideologies and movements. In addition, Macedonia's neighbors are still a threat over the 
Republic of Macedonia integrity. For example there are claims of neighbors, ''Four Tigers" 
which are Bulgaria, Serbia, Greece, and Albania. 

Since the nineteenth century, Balkan peoples have faced annihilation, cultural and religious 
assimilation and also ethnic cleansing. Ethnic nationalism can be abolished only if states give 
more cultural rights, such as language and religion for ethnic groups. As a result ethnic 
nationalism will decline in any state. Actually, these cultural rights may cause the ethnic 
groups to claim regional autonomy. 

In the beginning of the nineteenth century many ethnic groups wanted to create their own 
sovereign state, for this aim, two aspects were used. First is secession and the second 
irredentism. Perhaps newly independent states in the Balkan region, adopted one mission, 
which is 'annexation' with their national territory. As a result "Greater Serbia", "Greater 
Albania", "Greater Bulgaria", "Greater Macedonia" and "Greater Greece" claims appeared. It 
seems that some people with nationalist tendency continue to have the same dream. With the 
Balkan Wars, WWI and WWII, Balkan borders were drawn according to the great power 
desires. Today some nationalists are still continuing their dream over the republic of 
Macedonia. 'Bulgaria, while it recognizes the existence of a Macedonian state, refuses to 
recognize the existence of Macedonian nation on the grounds that Macedonians are really 
Bulgarians' .24 Greeks argue that the term 'Macedonia' and 'Macedonian' are holy Greek 

24Danforth, M., L., (1995) The Macedonian Conflict, p.12 




