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This study examines and reports on the awareness of dyslexia of primary school English language teachers in North Cyprus. It analyzes the responses of teachers (n= 81) who are currently employed as English language teachers both in private and public sectors. It is aimed at identifying the levels of awareness and knowledge of this condition amongst the professionals. 


The study addresses four issues: To what extent are the English language teachers in primary schools in North Cyprus aware of the definition of dyslexia, its causes, effects, symptoms, possible common strengths, diagnostic methods and treatment and teaching methods that are available? Are there significant differences among English language teachers in awareness of dyslexia according to the teachers’ gender, age, experience, place of graduation, location and region of work, and type of institutions? How do English language teachers assist dyslexic children? And finally, how do other pupils react to dyslexic children? A detailed questionnaire was used to assess the existing knowledge of educators and the current educational practice concerning children with specific language learning disabilities. The results of this survey are discussed in this thesis.

The findings indicate that the educational provisions provided by the National Ministry of Education and Culture fail to acknowledge the need for differentiated education. There is a serious lack of ability in recognizing dyslexia and in identifying the dyslexic child within the mainstream classroom. Furthermore, the educators are unaware of the specific educational needs of the dyslexic child and thus unable to provide adequate support which could enable the dyslexic child to progress academically. Significant differences have been identified in the awareness of dyslexia between the teachers in private and public sectors of education. Although limited, a greater awareness of dyslexia in private schools has been identified. 

The findings of this thesis suggest that more importance must be placed on identifying and addressing children with language learning disabilities. Greater educational provisions should be provided to help, integrate and educate the dyslexic child. This thesis is written in the hope that it will shed a light on the problems faced by dyslexic individuals.
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