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ABSTRACT 

Northern Cyprus can be categorized as a small island country with a small domestic

market and extremely limited industrial production rely it's development on services

sector. ln the last few years special interest tourism through educational tourism has

developed and contributed to tbe growth of the economy extensively.

In this study using the information gathered from the TRNC's State Planning

Organization, tbe contribution of educational tourists and their relatives or/and visitors on

tbe Northern Cyprus economy is caiculated. Their expenditure on goods and services are

obtained through a survey. Using the results obtained from the study, the total

contribution of the expenditures of the total foreign students studying in all of the

universities in North Cyprus is approximate. The finding showed the importance of

educational tourism in the development of north Cyprus Economy.

Keywords: "education tourism, edu-tourism, trnc edu-tourism, special interest tourism, foreign student
expenditures"
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I. Introduction 

1.1 Tourism as a Means of Income Generation 

Tourism is often called an invisible export because many nations accumulate large

sums in foreign currency by successfully encouraging foreign visitors to travel inside their

countries. Catering to the traveler from abroad is so important that some countries depend on

it for a substantial amount of national income. Countries go to far lengths to create attractions

so that they receive a part of the world's tourism revenue. Some nations possess the natural

beauties or landmarks that act as a tourist magnet while some other nations try to create these

attractions artificially. The competition between nations in receipt of the foreign tourism

revenues has resulted in a variety of ways through which foreigners are offered services they

would not otherwise receive domestically.

Tourism is a dynamic and competitive industry that requires the ability to constantly

adapt to customers' changing needs and desires, as the customer's satisfaction, safety and

enjoyment are particularly the focus of tourism businesses. "more mature travelling public

seeking experiences that satisfy a whole spectrum of interests has given rise to one of the

fastest growing segments in the tourism industry: special interest tourism." (Douglas et. Al.,

2001). People seek foreign experiences based on unavailability of certain services

domestically or due to cost saving matters. Whatever the reason, people often travel from one

place to another in search of various services they desire and they spend a substantial amount

of money in obtaining them. Be it medical, sports, education or adventure oriented, special

interest tourism has grown over the years and more people have gained mobility.

1.2 History of Tourism as an Educational Experience 

Tourism has often been used as a means of educating people throughout the history.

CGS Infotech states that "During the seventeenth century ... the sons of the nobility and gentry
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were sent upon an extended tour of Europe as an educational experience" (Buhostalcusco,

2006). Perhaps this was viewed as a beneficial experience for those who were engaged in the

so-called grand tour of Europe but people often failed to see the positive effects of these

potential education tourists for the receiving countries. In due course the resorts of the

industrialised world built fair grounds, theatres, museums, galleries, menageries and gardens

drawing upon the culture, artefacts, flora and fauna of the world around them. Fairs like the

Kursaal at Southend-on-Sea, Dreamland at Margate, and the Paradi um at Great Y armouth

(Pearson, 1991) derived excitement from representations, however distorted, of reality.

Visiting great houses and museums, and the educational value that related to such excursions,

has been a recent subject of analysis (Tinniswood 1989, Ousby 1990). Ousby says that

"Travel was a leading instrument of that post-Reformation spirit of enquiry which valued

empirical knowledge over abstract speculation or book-learning derived merely from

tradition"(Ousby, 1990).

Formal education out of doors is little covered in tourism books, yet it is one which by

its variety and early encounter by students must underlie so much of their subsequent interest

in travel. A very early example of this activity is that of the herbarizing organised by the

Society of Apothecaries of London. This was the practical means by which apprentice

apothecaries could be taught to recognise plants which would have medicinal values (Allen,

1976). Virtually all forms of tourism began for educational reasons. Holloway (1989, pl 79)

makes a statement about "tourists and locals alike widening their horizons".
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1.3 Education Tourism in the World

Educational tourism is an expression used to describe the act of traveling from one

ountry to another for educational reasons. Gaining a diploma, a desired certificate, a degree

or even for language acknowledgment. Education tourism is defined as any "program in

which participants travel to a location as a group with the primary purpose of engaging in a

learning experience" (Rodger, 1998). Educational tourism is a desire for a higher educational

level. Higher quality education in advanced nations attract a considerable amount of overseas

students, some of whom stay in those advanced nations and join the labor force and some of

whom return back to their native countries and often obtain high-ranked positions. Regardless

of their future fates, education tourists seek travel due to various reasons. First of all, tuition

fees could be relatively lower at an international destination or the quality of educatioun could

simply be higher. In addition, some people might prefer to travel abroad for educational

purposes simply because they want to have a foreign experience. Educational tourists pay for

fees, accommodation, catering, food, clothing, transportation and entertainment. Several

students host their families or relatives with them, which indeed means that they will also

have extra expenditures in the host country.
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II. The Economy of Northern Cyprus

2.1 An Overview

Northern Cyprus can be categorized as a small island country with a small

domestic market and extremely limited industrial production. Being exposed to

international boycotts and trade embargoes, Northern Cyprus is not able to take

advantage of the workings of a liberal economy and globalization. This leaves Turkish

Cypriots Turkey as the only outlet to the outside world. Turkey as the only country to

formally recognize Northern Cyprus as an independent entity has been the main trading

partner of Northern Cyprus as well as a major aid donor. Although Turkish aid and

acknowledgement bas helped Turkish Cypriots in terms of communication with the

outside world, this situation has made Northern Cyprus dependent on Turkey for

economic and political decisions. The following table summarizes economic activity of

Northern Cyprus between 1977 and 2005.

Table 1: Trading Activity of Northern Cyprus between 1977-2005

Year GNP/capita Exports Expoıts to imports Imports I Foreign Aid
from from Turkey

(million$) (million$) Turkey (million$)
Turkey (million $)

(million$)
(million$)

I 1978 1463 I 30.8 6.3 84.2
,.,,.,

I 23.l.)_)

I
I 1979 1556 35.8 I 7.5 90.8 39. 1 23.4

I I
I 1980 1561 44.5 6.1 94.4 41.5 ı 25.6 

(I

I
1981 1435 36.9 7.1 104.1 44.2 I 30.7

11982 1361 39.5
., ,., 119.9 49.5 37.7ı . .J

1983 1305 40.7 6.5 145.3 65.3
I

405
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1984 1274 38.8 8.4 136.3 61.5 38.3

1985 1498 46.3 5.4 143 65.1 36.4

1986 1757 52 7.7 153 .2 70.1 43.5

1987 2009 55.1 I 7.9 221 94.3 35.5

1988 2043 52.4 6.3 218.1 I 101.9 10.9

I

1989 2513 55.2
I

9.2 262.5 112.5 15.6

1990 3447 65.5 I
7.9 381.5 153.5 22.5

I 1991 I 3116 52.5 7.3
I

301.l 143 i 49.6

I
I
I

! 1992 3343 54.6 I 9.1 371.4 178.7 36.8

I I
1993 I 3528 54.5 I 12.5 I 363.9 150.9 30. l

! I I

1994 3093 53 .4 10.4 286.6 129.3 22.l

1995 4167 67.3 20.2 366.l 194.8 28.4

1996 I 4222 70.5 30.4 318.4 176.l I 82.8

I I

1997 3763 57.7 27.l 356.6 202 I
88.4

1998 4361 53.4 27 I 430.5 251.5 168.7

1999 I
4666 52.4 I 27.9 412.7 256.4 95.4

2000 4978 50.4 18.7 424.9 275.1 105.5

2001 4303 34.6 12.8 272 173.5
I

133.7

~
2002 4409 45.4 18.3 309.6 195 202.3

I
2003 5949 50.8 22.9 477.8 399.3 178.7

2004 8095 62 28.7 853. J 512.4 175.3

I I

I 2005 10567 68.1 34.2 1255 .5 817.4 217.2

Source: State Planning Organization of Northern Cyprus, Statistical Yearbook of 2006

There are several points worth mentioning in this table. First of all, as evidenced

by the figure above, dependence on Turkish imports has grown over the lifespan of

Northern Cyprus. In terms of financing trade outlays, "the Turkish economy extends its
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generous economic aid packages to Northern Cyprus every year. In a way, the Turkish

economy incentivizes its own producers by helping Noıthern Cyprus buy Turkish

exports. The nature of relationship tends to be good-willed and beneficial; however, the

pattern of dependence it creates is somewhat burdensome to the TRNC economy"

(Ozdeser, Ozyigit. 2007). This dependence exploits the Turkish Cypriot economy greatly

since the value of imports exceeds the value of exports by a far greater amount. This

necessitates formulation of an alternative method for income generation since exports do

not provide an outlet for economic growth and prosperity.

The next table illustrates the sectoral distribution of Gross National Product of

Northern Cyprus:

Table 2: Sectoral distribution of GNP in Northern Cyprus in selected years.

1 Year Agriculture% Industry % Tourism% Public Services %

I
11980 18.6 14.6 ı ı s.« 21.3

I

I 1985 16 ı ı 0.2 19.7 ?? ~--·:> 

I 1990 19.2 13.7 38 18.4

I 1995 10.9 113.6 29 17.9

I
12000 7.9 12.2 19.1 16.4

! 2005 9.1 10.5 14.1 13.1

I
Source: State Planning Organization of Northern Cyprus, Statistical Yearbook of 2006

Although the share of agriculture has declined over the years, the share of

industry did not pick up the slack. Tourism's share of GNP has been somewhat unsteady.

Although it followed an increasing pattern between 1980 and 1990, this share

substantially declined starting from mid-l 990s. This period coincides with the ECJ

decision of trade-ban on North Cyprus. However, this finding stili looks somewhat odd.

First of all, although the volume of foreign students visiting Northern Cyprus for
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education has dramatically increased, this has not increased the share of tourism in GNP.

This is because education tourists are considered to be regular consumers who demand

products just like local people. Secondly, the contribution of foreign students is spread

over all the sectors of the economy; therefore, it is somewhat difficult to identify the pure

effect of foreign students as tourists.

2.2 Educational tourism in North Cyprus

Higher education is one of tbe main economic sectors of North Cyprus. The

following table (marked as table 3) shows the number of foreign students comparing with

the number of students in North Cyprus. The highest ratio was 11.68 in the years 1988-89

the reason for this increase was opening of the second university in North Cyprus Near

East University. Of course increase in number of student depends to the number of the

universities, in 1980 there wasn't any foreign student because there was just one

university that was Eastern Mediterranean University, but by building more university the

number of students and foreign students dramatically increased in table 3. In case of

Turkish students, who are considered foreign students as well, the highest ratio of

Turkish students to the total number of students was 64.05 in the years 1991-92 as

observed in table 4.

Table 3: Ratio of foreign students to the general volume of students Northern Cyprus

1979-2006:

I Year Total No. of students I No. of foreign student Ratio of foreign students \

i
I I

to total no. of student

\
1979-80 105 I - -

1980-81 215 I - -
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I 98 l -82 287 - -

1982-83 207 - -

1983-84 347 ~ 0.86·'

1984-85 747 35 4.69

1985-86 1,437 93 6.47

1986-87 1,879 100 I 5.32

I
1987-88 2,803 243 8.67

1988-89 3,748 438 I il .69

I I
[ 1989-90 4,966 521 10.49

Ii 1990-9 l 6,515 568 8.72

i ı

11991-92 8,146 594 7.29

I
' 1992-93 9,128 667 7.31

II
1993-94 I 11,683 697 5.97

I
1994-95 14,883 718 I 4.82

1995-96 16,651 762 4.58

1996-97 19,262 920 4.78

1997-98 20,844 1,052 5.05

1998-99 21,498 1,331 6.19

I 1999-00 23,931 1,678 7 .O 1

2000-01 25,765 1,901 7.38

2001-02 26,321 1,952 7.42

2002-03 27,748 2,304 8.30

2003-04 30,605 2,285 7.4 7
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i 2004-05 35,473 2,476 6.98
ıl

2005-06 41,865 2,714 6.48

Source: State Planning Organization of Northern Cyprus, Statistical Yearbook of2006

Table 4: Ratio of Turkish students to the general volume of students Northern Cyprus

1979-2006:

I Year

I
Total No. of students No. of Turkish students Ratio of Turkish

I students to total no. of

I I
students

I
1979-80 1105 -

1980-81 215 -

198]-82 287 -
I

1982-83 207 6 2.90

1983-84 I 347 87 25.07

I
1984-85 747 I 238

31.86

1985-86 1,437 4 ..,'7 30.41.J,

I
l 986-87 1,879 812 43.21

11987-88 2,803 1,185 42.28
I
I

I 1988-89 3,748 1,490 39.75

i

I 1989-90 4,966 2,502 I 50.38
I

1990-91 6,515 3,879 59.54

1991-92 8,146 5,218 64.06

11992-93 9,128 5,633 I 61.7 ı

1993-94 11,683 6,805 58.25
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1994-95 14,883 8,717 58.57

1995-96 16,651 10,024 60.20

1996-97 19,262 11,821 61.37

1997-98 120,844 12,365 I 59.32

!998-99 21,498 12,157 56.55
'

ım-oo 23,931 13,562 156.67

.:'.ôlJ0-0 l 25,765 14,632 56.79

2001-02 26,321 14,830 156.34.

I
~2-03 27,748 I , - ~o- I 55. ı 6.ı. ::ı,~' I 

:::OO:i-04 30,605 18,398 60.11

~5 35,473 22,626 63.78

- :-w5-06 I 41,865 28,565 I 68.23

- - . - ~- . t ,r~----L--1. -.C'"'lf\f'ıf.
.P 

The above table provides us with information that is of crucial importance for two

ns. First of all, the ratio of education tourists to the overall volume of tourists has

creased over time. This is an important fact since it represents the growing importance

edu-tourism in Northern Cyprus. Secondly, as will be suggested in the upcoming

ion. foreign students studying in Northern Cyprus often have visiting relatives, who

..,. counted in tourist statistics. Therefore, the observed increase in the volume of tourist

· 'als also includes relatives visiting students studying in Northern Cyprus.

Incoming foreign students are not only important for the Northern Cyprus

omy because they are net consumers of products and services, but also because a

ge volume of edu-tourists also increase the domestic population temporarily and their
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sumption of goods and services necessitates higher levels of production, higher levels

- employment and many other positive externalities. For instance, the construction

sector enjoys such positive externalities. Existence of a large volume of foreign students

higher education necessitates building of new faculty buildings, dormitories and many

- ı-, er facilities. As a result, more construction workers find employment, more

construction related products are sold and architects and designers become employed.

- e most obvious employment creation perhaps takes place in universities. Higher

number of students requires higher number of teaching staff and faculty and a higher

number of administrative staff

It is no secret that the contribution of edu-tourism to the Northern Cyprus

economy ıs far greater than many other income generating sectors. I measure this

contribution in the upcoming section.

11



III. Data and Methodology

.1 The Survey

A questionnaire composed of 42 questions adopted from previous study was used

- d out the expenditure patterns of the education tourists and their visitors in North

Cyprus. Due to the limited time and resources the survey was limited only to 187 students

in ~ear East University and excluded the international students in the other universities in

. .orth Cyprus. The 200 questioners which distributed randomly to the students, only 187

- um them had been chosen, the other 13 questioners either had been wasted or discarded

oecause of inaccurately. The survey includes a board range of questions ranging from

• ersonal expenditure to tuition fees and so on. Broadly, the questions were classified

ncer five subgroups. Once the survey results were collected, SPSS data analysis

software was used to interpret results. Furthermore, this interpretation was then used in

econometric analysis to depict the impact of education tourists on the Northern Cyprus

economy.

3.2 Survey Results

1. The sample has included 180 Turkish students 7 from other overseas countries,

the students were selected randomly.

118 out of 187 students were males with a percentage of 63.1 % the rest represent

females participated in the survey. As shown on the pie chart below.
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Gender
0 Mal('
O Female

Most of the sample size was from Economics and Administrative Sciences faculty

with a percentage of 68.6%.

1 O 1 Students who participated in this survey stay in apartments shared with

friends who represent 54.3% from the whole sample, but 33.9% from only stay

on-campus dormitory.

5. 43.5% of students stayed more than 121 days outside North Cyprus during the

years, the rest between 0-120 days. 20% only stayed no longer than 90 days in

total last year.

6. 40.6% of the sample had no relatives visited North Cyprus within the past 12

months, whereas, 59.4% have got at least 1 visitor during last year.

7. Half of the sample visitors stayed in houses and the other half stayed in hotels,

motels ... etc.

8. Most)y visitors stay with the students from 1-20 days with a 78.4%, and 21.6% of

the sample stay more than 21 days.

9. 33.6% of the visitors had spent more than lOOlYTL but 66.4% of them had spent

less than this amount during their stay.
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10. 90.4% of the random sample does not own a car. Whereas, 3.7% of them brought

urchased one in North Cypr ~--

e phone with 90.3%, other percentage

do.

12. 2 out 187 s. 16 students have part time jobs. But 169

students vi pıe do not work.

et subscription in their residential areas.

ased on monthly or annual terms.

-:200YTL monthly on clothing and shoes

re. With the mean of 2.51.

15. 22% ~--

•••••••• _._ With the mean of3.27.

entertainment purposes; on the other hand

- ..300YTL monthly, the rest spent more. (M=2.57).

e co not consume tobacco products, but 43 .6% consume

between .._.._,u.uıı,·. l 0.9% consumes more than 200YTL per month.

(M-' <;·~. - .•.• L-'

t consume alcohol beverages at all; on the other

(M=2.0-5
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