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The European Union as an organization has been involved in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict

over the past 40 years. Sustainable solution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has always been

important priority on the foreign policy agenda of the European Union. The main aim of this

thesis is to analyze the role of the European Union in the Israeli-Palestinian peace process.

However, effectiveness of the European Union in the Middle East peace process suffers from

geographic instability in the region. By this way, this thesis tries to evaluate the European

Union’s efficiency and credibility both in political and social-economical cases. Since the

1970s, the Community started to show its desire to become an actor in the Israeli-Palestinian

peace process because of the European Union’s historical ties and proximity of the region. In

the length of time, the EU has been becoming political actor in the Israel-Palestinian peace

process. The role of the European Union changed from declaratory actor to politically active

actor. However, these changes are not enough for the European Union’s Mediterranean and

Middle East strategy. The European Union’s position is limited in the Middle East peace

process because of its institutional weaknesses, lack of unity in the foreign and security

policies of the European Union. In this respect, this thesis tries to point out the changing

perception of the European Union’s political role in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.

Keywords: European Union, Israel, Palestine, Middle East, peace process, Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership, European Neighbourhood Policy.
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Support.

The European Atomic Energy Community

The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

High Representative

Middle East and North Africa
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