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ABSTRACT

The Use of Cooperative Learning in EFL Classes and Student Perceptions: A Case Study
of NEC

Awawdah, Mariam
MA, Program English Language Teaching
Supervisor, Dr. Cise Cavusoglu
Co-supervisor, Assist. Prof. Dr. Doina Popescu

June, 2012

This study aims to examine the perceptions of students on the use of group work activities in the
English Foreign Language (EFL) classrooms at 7" and 8" grade levels in Near East College (NEC). It
also aims to analyze the classroom processes; teacher’s teaching techniques and students reactions, during
group work activities in the classroom. Qualitative and quantitative data were gathered in this study using
two types of instruments: a questionnaire and classroom observations. The researcher-made questionnaire
was given to 112 students to analyze student perceptions in NEC. The qualitative data was collected by
using two observation sheets focusing on cooperative skills and pre-speaking, while-speaking and post
speaking activities. Frequency counts, percentages, mean, standard deviation, t-test, and one-way
ANOVA calculations were conducted to analyze the quantitative data. Open coding and content analysis
were used to analyze the qualitative data.

Classroom observations revealed that the positive classroom atmosphere and the teachers’
positive approaches towards students appeared to positively affect the students’ responses to the activities.
Furthermore, group work activities seemed to enhance students’ interactions, encouragement, and
involvement with each other in EFL classes. The analysis of the questionnaire indicated that group work
is perceived positively by the students. The analysis also showed that 8" grade students preferred working
alone more than 7" grade level students despite the fact that both groups found group work useful. In
terms of gender, males seem to believe that they work better on their own compared to females
who are undecided about this issue. Similarly, in terms of communicating easily and confidently
in English, the “other” nationalities group appeared to be more confident compared to Cypriots
and Turkish students. However, in terms of group work, there did not seem to be any differences
between different national groups.

Keywords: Group work, Student Perceptions, Classroom Activities, English as a Foreign Language
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Ingilizce Yabanc Dil Simiflar1 ve Ogrenci Algilar1 Grup Cahsmasi Kullanimi: Tanimlayic
Cahisma
Awawdah, Mariam
MA, Program English Language Teaching
Danisman, Dr. Cise Cavusoglu
Yardimci1 Danigman, Assist. Prof. Dr. Doina Popescu

Haziran, 2012

Bu ¢alisma, Yakin Dogu Koleji olarak 7. ve 8. smif diizeyinde Ingilizce Yabanci Dil simflarda
grup caligmasi faaliyetlerinin kullanimina iliskin Ogrencilerin algilarini incelemektir. Ayrica sinif
siireglerini; Ogretmenlerin sinifta grup ¢aligmasi faaliyetleri sirasinda, teknik 6gretme ve 6grencilerin
tepkilerini analiz etmeyi amaglamaktadir. anket ve sinif gézlem araglar1 kullanilarak kalitatif ve kantitatif
veriler bu ¢aligmada toplanmistir. Aragtirmaci yapimi anket Yakin Dogu Koleji 6grencilerinin algilarini
analiz etmek igin 112 6grenciye verilmistir.Kalitatif veri isbirlik¢i yetenek ve 6n-konusmaya odakli iki
gozlem kagidi kullanilarak toplanmistir; konusma ve konusma sonrasi aktiviteleri. Kantitatif veri analizi
Frekans sayimi, yiizde, ortalama, standart sapma, t-testi ve tek yonlii ANOV A hesaplamalari yiiriitiilerek

analiz edilmistir. Kalitatif veri analizi a¢ik kodlama ve igerik analizi kullanilarak hazirlanmistir.

Sinif gozlemleri olumlu bir sinif ortamu ile, 6gretmenlerin d6grencilere olumlu yaklagimlar 6grencilerin de
faaliyetlere olumlu yaklasimini etkiledigini ortaya koymustur. Ayrica grup calismasi aktiviteleri
ogrencilerin etkilesimleri, cesaret, ve Ingilizce Yabanci Dil siniflarinda yine dgrencilerin birbirleriyle
istirag1 arttirdigl goriilmiistiir. Anketin kantitatif analizi grup ¢alismasimin 6grenciler tarafindan olumlu
olarak idrak edildigini belirtmektedir. Ancak, sinif diizeyi, cinsiyet ve milliyete dayali idrak edilmis grup
caligmalari arasinda istatistiksel olarak 6nemli farkliliklar bulunmustur. Analize gore her iki grubun da
grup c¢alismasini yararli bulmasina ragmen, 8.sinif 6grencilerin 7.simif diizeyindeki 6grencilerden daha
fazla tek basina calismak istemislerdir. Cinsiyet acisindan, erkeklerin bu konuda kararsiz olan kadinlara
kiyasla kendi baslarina daha iyi calisabildiklerine inanmaktadirlar. Benzer sekilde, Ingilizce olarak
kolayca ve giivenle iletisim kurma agisindan, “diger” milliyetler Kibrishi Tiirk ve 6grencilere gore daha
Ozgiivenli olduklar ortaya ¢ikmistir. Ancak, grup calismalar1 yoniinden, cesitli ulusal gruplar arasinda

farkliliklar goriillmemektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Grup Calismasi, Ogrenci Algilari, Sinif Faaliyetleri, Ingilizce Yabanct Dil
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