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ABSTRACT

The Attitudes of Teachers and Students towards the Importance of Teaching

Cultural Aspects within English Language Classes in Northern Iraq
Nasih Ali, Shwany
MA Program, English Language Teaching
Supervisor, Asst. Prof. Dr. Asliye Dagman
July, 2013

This study explores the attitudes of teachers and students towards the importance of
teaching cultural aspects (CA) in English language classrooms at the University of Kirkuk
in Northern Irag. To this end, the study examines whether: firstly, teaching CA within
English classes assists the process of language learning and secondly, whether CA should
to be taken into consideration when designing text-books. To achieve these goals a number
of research questions were designed.

The sample of the study consisted 0f130 university students and 25 university teachers
at the English language department at Kirkuk University in Northern Iraq during the
academic year of 2012-2013.Two separate questionnaires were designed for students and

teachers in order to collect the relevant data.

Results of this study indicated it is necessary to incorporate the teaching of CA into
the English language classes. Both students and teachers feel that studying cultural aspects
in English classes is effective in improving their intercultural awareness and enhancing
students’ motivation. The role of culture in English Language Teaching (ELT) should

therefore be taken into consideration by syllabus designers.

Keywords: Culture, cultural aspects, cultural awareness, foreign language teaching.



OZET

Kuzey Irak ingiliz Dili SmiflarindaKultiirel Ogelerin Ogretiminin Onemi Hakkinda

Ogretmen ve Ogrenci Goriisleri

Ali, Nasih Shwany
Yiiksek Lisans Ingilizce Ogretmenligi
Damisman, Yrd. Dog. Dr. Asliye Dagman
Temmuz, 2013

Bu calisma, Kuzey Irak’ta bulunan Kerkiik Universite’sinin Ingiliz dili siniflarinda
kiiltiirel Ogelerin  6gretiminin  6nemi hakkinda O6gretmen ve Ogrenci gorislerini
incelemektedir. Bu amaca ulagsmak i¢in birincisi kiiltiiriin dil 6grenimine katkisi, ikincisi de
ders kitaplarinin tasarlanmasi asamasinda bu olgunun g6z 6niinde bulundurulmasinin

gerekliligi sorgulanmis ve bu baglamda cesitli arastirma sorular1 gelistirilmistir.

S6z konusu arastirmanin 6rneklemini 2012-2013 6gretim yili boyunca Kuzey Irak'in
Kerkiik Universitesi’nin Ingiliz Dili Boliimii'nde 6grenim gdrmekte olan 130 &grenci ile
ayni kurumda gorev alan 25 6gretmeni olusturmaktadir. Hedeflenen verilerin toplanilmasi

icin aragtirmaya katilan 6grenci ve 6gretmen gruplart i¢in iki ayr1 anket tasarlanmstir.

Yiiriitiilen arastirmanin sonucunda elde edilen bilgiler, kiiltiiriin dile katkisini ortaya
koymus olmakla birlikte bu olgunun derslere dahil edilmesinin gerekliligini vurgulamistir.
Hem ogretmenler, hem de ogrenciler Kkiiltiirel 6gelerin Ingilizce derslerine dahil
edilmesinin 6grencilerin  kiiltiirel farkindaliklarini =~ arttirmasinin - yani sira  onlarin
motivasyonunu da olumlu yonde etkiledigi yoniindeki goriislerini ortaya koymuslardir.
Mifredat belirleyen mercilerin kiiltiiriin  dil egitimindeki etkisini degerlendirmeleri

gerekmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kiiltiir, kiiltiirel 6geler, kiiltiirel farkindalik, yabanc1 dil 6grenimi
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