
NEAR EAST UNIVERSITY

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM AND INSTRUCTION

DETERMINATION THE POSSIBILITY OF USING INSTRUCTIONAL

MATERIALS BY GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS IN ERBIL SCHOOLS

MASTER THESIS

..
SARWAH MOHAMMED SHAREEF

Nicosia

July, 2014



NEAR EAST UNIVERSITY

Graduate School of Educational Sciences

Department of Educational Programs and Instruction

Determination the Possibility of Using Instructional Materials by

Geography Teachers in Erbil Schools

Master Thesis

Sarwah Mohammed Shareef

..
Supervisor: Assist. Prof. Dr. Çiğdem Hürsen

Nicosia

July, 2014



I / 2014

This study by our jury at the Department of Educational Programs and

Instruction has been recognized as a MASTER THESIS.

Head of the Committee: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Fezile Özdamlı

Committee Member: Assist. Prof. Dr. Çiğdem Hürse~

Committee Member:

Approval
I confirmed that above signatures are belonq to the department members .

..



ii

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Words cannot express my deepest gratitude to my supervisor Assist.

Prof. Dr. Çiğdem Hürsen for her encouragement every time, being a part of

her group and to work on this very interesting topic. I also wish to emphasize

her guidance which helped me to develop and improve at all times of my

research. I admire her great knowledge, enthusiasm, patience, motivation

and her great help. She is definitely the finest person to work with.

I would like to express my appreciation to all of my teachers at Near

East University for giving me valuable evidence, leadership, information and

guidance from the beginning of my master study. Also my great gratitude to

all of those participated in this study for collecting the data at the basic

schools of Erbil city.

Finally, my gratefulness goes to my mum, and to my father. Also

special thanks to my fantastic husband for his supporting and his magical

love. I want to dedicate this study to my husband and to my "jewels", Taman

and Waren, really I love you both. And thank you for all prayers and supports

of my relatives and friends.

Sarwah Mohammed Shareef 



iii

ABSTRACT 

DETERMINATION THE POSSIBILITY OF USING INSTRUCTIONAL

MATERIALS BY GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS IN ERBIL SCHOOLS

Sarwah Mohammed Shareef

MA, Educational Program and Instruction

Supervisor: Assist. Prof. Dr. Çiğdem Hürsen

July, 2014

Instructional materials are very important element for scaffolding the
educational process. Nowadays understanding how to improve and use it
efficiently are more significant than ever. Therefore, this study sheds light on
the possibility of using learning aids and materials in basic schools in the
geography subject area. It addresses to examine the ability of teachers in
using new technology and utilizing educational materials in their teaching
process. Furthermore, the research aims to find out the availability and
adequacy of instructional materials in schools' classrooms .

../

This quantitative research was conducted with the participation of
geography instructors in the Erbil basic schools of Kurdistan Region-Iraq.
Additionally, in order to collect and evaluate the required data a survey
questionnaire which consisted of two parts involved 14 items was used and
121 teachers were selected to participate in this study. Moreover, in order to
calculate the percentages, frequencies, and chi-square test, SPSS program
version 20 was used and the quantitative data was analysed descriptively.

The results of the present study showed that majority of the
respondents are facing problems and obstacles in relation to accessibility to
Instructional materials resources, lack of training courses or in-service
training opportunities and variojıs administrative and technical problems still
need to be solved. On the other hand, the study revealed differences
between teachers' perceptions on using instructional materials according to
their gender, year of experiences. Moreover, the study discovered that
geography teachers had faced lack of Instructional materials in their
classrooms due to unavailability of these supporting materials and devices.

Key Words: Instructional materials, technology, geography lesson, teachers'

skills and basic schools.
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ÖZET 

ERBILOKULLARINDAGÖREVYAPAN COGRAFYAÖGRETMENLERININ
ÖGRETIMMATERYALLERiNiKULLANIMOLASILIKLARININSAPTANMASI

SarwahMohammedShareef
MA, Eğitim Programıve Öğretim

Supervisor:Yard. Doç. Dr. Çiğdem Hürsen
Temmuz,2014

Günümüzdeöğretim materyalleri eğitim süreci için çok önemli unsure
olup, bu materyallerietkili bir biçimde kullanmanınve geliştirmeninönemi ise _,,,
her geçen gün artmaktadır. Bu çalışma, Erbil'de görev yapan öğretmenlerin
coğrafya öğretiminde faydalandıkları materyallere ışık tutmayı
amaçlamaktadır. Bunun yanında, gerçekleştirilen bu çalışma ile coğrafya
öğretmenlerinin, öğretim süreçlerinde yeni eğitim teknolojilerini ve
materyalleri kullanma becerilerini de incelemeyi hedeflemektedir. Ayrıca,
incelenen bölgedeki devlet okullarında materyallerin kullanılabilirliği ve
yeterliliğide incelenecektir.

Bu nicel bir çalışma olup, lrak'ın Kürdistan bölgesindeki Erbil devlet
okullarındaçalışan coğrafya öğretmenleri ile sınırlandırılmıştır.Veri toplama
amacı iki bölümden oluşmakta olup, birinci bölümde öğretmenlerin
demografik özellikleri belirlenirken, anketin ikinci bölümünde ise coğrafya
öğretmenlerinin öğretim materyallerini kullanma olasılıklarını belirlemeye
yönelik ifadeler yer almaktadır. Anket, 121 coğrafya öğretmeni tarafından
doldurulmuş,yüzdelik, sıklık ve ki- kare analizi hesaplamaları için SPPS 20
programıkullanılmıştır.

•.
Bu çalışmadan elde edilen sonuçlara göre öğretmenlerin büyük bir

çoğunluğunun öğretim materyallerine ulaşamadığı sonucuna ulaşılmıştır.
Ayrıca çalışmadan elde edilen sonuçlara göre, öğretmenlerin öğretim
materyallerini kullanma durumları, cinsiyetlerine ve mesleki tecrübelerine
göre de farklılıkgöstermektedir.

Anahtar Sözcükler: Öğretimmateryalleri,Teknoloji,Coğrafyadersi,
Öğretmenbecerileri,Devletokulları
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION 

Presentation 

In the last ten years, developments in educational technology and

digital learning resources as instructional materials have made significant

effects on educational field. In particular, the use of new Instructional

materials in assisting learning and teaching has become a new educational

matter for many researchers, educators and instructors. They are also largely

guided to adopt new technology to improve their teaching process (Lawless

& Pellegrino, 2007; Welch & Dooley, 2013). Moreover, the rapid development

of technology and Instructional materials has become a challenge for

teachers who don't have enough information about new technology, so the

governments must train teachers on how to use the new educational

methods and materials and keep up with technological development (Hsu, et

al. 2012). To begin, this chapter includes the background of the study, the

problem of the study, the aim of the study, the significance of the study, and

the limitations.

Background of the Study 

Nowadays, modern ways, methods and instructional materials to teach

social studies have become very iııteresting and important issues, especially

the geography subject because at the beginning of the third millennium,

human societies have witnessed rapid changes in communications and

information technology. The development of technology provided an

opportunity to human beings for dealing with geographical phenomena and

employing them to serve the community all over the world. This made the

associated information an indispensable requirement for human life and their

thinking in the world (Adekunle, 1991; Bahrani & Sim, 2013). On the other

hand, using instructional materials and keeping up with technological

advances in teaching process have become very interested subject because
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technology has been an important part of the education situation. In the past,

fieldtrips were used to develop geographical information in many institutions

or schools but nowadays by new technology and new instructional materials

teachers can bring geographical information inside the class for the same

purpose (Kerawallaa, Littletona & Scanlonb, 2012).

According to many researches and studies, the development of

communication, information technology and improvement of new instructional

materials directly or indirectly affected the teaching and learning pedagogy

curriculum. The researchers, scientists and teachers have consequently tried

to find suitable and beneficial methods for transferring knowledge to learners

by using modern educational tools, devices and materials. However, they

have offered possible ways to support classroom learning through using new

learning aids in order to decrease the obstacles that become factors for

advancement in teaching and learning processes (Robert, 2003; Alhomod &

Shafi, 2013).

When researchers talk about technology in education process, the

word instructional materials are often used because in many recent articles

education technology was defined as synonymous of audio-visual instruction.

And the most important issue is how to integrate technology in teaching and

learning field. Therefore, multiple teaching aids and techniques that teachers

have used in the fields of education should serve the process (Luppicini,

2005). On the other hand, numbers of earlier studies in the field of education

have shown that a suitable usage of new technology can increase learning

quality and relate education process to real life. Nyambane (2014) believes

that mixing technology with education is expected to be inter-curricular rather

than studied in separate course like computer schools' subject. New

technology and new educational materials should be used as a supplement

tools to assist educational objectives like abilities in searching and evaluating

facts, assistances, communications, discussions and educational problem

solving which are very essential for preparing well-informed students.

Therefore, every single schoolroom teacher should use instructional

materials and new learning technologies to improve his/her students' learning
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bject because it can encourage students to think, deduce and

~,~~\~w.~.

The enormousdevelopment in the processesof learninghappenedat
the end of the twentieth century, especially in the field of educational
technology, which has a significant impact on various methods of teaching.
These methods enabled teachers in growing range of choice in the
application of new discoveries in educational technology. Therefore, the
students can learn throughdifferent teaching methodswith different teaching­
learning aids and materials even by using traditional methods (Osin, 1998;
Alhomod & Shafi, 2013).

According to Bowen and Bradley (2013), from the perspective of
modernity, teaching is not just a process of transferring information,but it is
also a planned activity aims at achieving desirable educational outcomes
among students.That is, the students should be the centre in the classrooms
not the teachers. It also means that teachers' role, according to this modern
view of the teaching process,will not only deliver information.Yet, students'
role also cannot be limited in memorizing this information for uttering it. So
those who are interested in teaching geography have tried to find modern
strategies, methods, new technology and materials of teaching, which are
relevant to the scientific development of geographic information and recent
developments(Ali, 2002).

In spite of the fact that using instructional materials help students to
understandthe knowledge of the lesson better, it can add audio-visual aids
as supportive tools for learnirag. But training teachers in how to use
educational tools are more important than providing these digital learning
resources. The way they teach students to learn via multimedia resources
are not less important because when learners interact with the audio-visual
aid information,they encode this data into their working memoryor long-term
memory and he/she cannot forget it easily (Mayer, 2008 & Amorim, et al.
2011).

Alsobha and Senger (1997); Hamp-Lyons (2012) state that, the
modern methods of teaching and modern aids and materials always do not
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impacts on students' learning. Instructional materials provide strong shared

group experience and connected the textbooks with the real life, because

one of the most important components of teaching approach is the use of

supporting materials and tools.

In addition, the utilization of instructional materials in the classrooms is

an essential element of instructional courseware strategy to provide

interactive learning environments for learners. Traditionally teachers were

using only textbooks as educational materials to transfer information to their

students without audio-visual supporting materials and tools. For this reason

the teaching process was limited only to memorize information without

understanding (Lawless & Pellegrino, 2007).

Traditionally, Teaching-learning process was depends on attending

classrooms, studying textbooks, listening to teachers and good performing in

the lesson examinations that is means teacher-centered classrooms

(Alhomod & Shafi, 2013). But depending to new educational approaches by

using new technology teachers can teach better, students can learn better

and teaching process can move to learner-centered classrooms (Varol,

2013). According to Hew and Brush (2007); Bhalla (2012) there are many

obstacles which limited using of new technology and instructional materials

and aids in schools and these barriers are different in time and place. They

summarized these obstacles into six main groups including lack of resource,

teachers' ability and skills in using technology, administrative support, subject

type, attitudes and beliefs' of teachers and student assessment. But in many..
countries some of these barriers or obstacles are overcome like resource

access and administrative support. Otherwise, teachers' knowledge and skills

in using educational materials and tools still considered as large obstacles to

the development of educational process. This is due to the limited time of

training and learning for new digital technology tools and aids that teachers

can use in their teaching and learning procedure.

Like other schools' subjects geography lesson has special instructional

materials and aids and tools which are used for supporting and transferring

information to the learner in the easiest way (Gecit, 201O). Furthermore, the
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success of adapting new technology and utilization of instructional materials

vary from subject to subject, depending on the methods of using and

applying. It also depends on the school equipment and supplication with new

tools and devices. Teachers cannot do their work as instructors properly

without supporting. The delay in providing new technology for schools'

classrooms will lead to poor teaching and poor performance by learners in

public exams (Mudulia, 2012).

Several investigators pointed out that effective learning and teaching

of any lessons' subject depends on the teaching-learning methods, and all

learners absorb better where many instruction methods were used by

teachers. Ozdilek and Ozkan (2009) reported that using various learning

strategies aids, tools and methods during teaching increase the mental

learning and cognitive thinking of pupils with different education styles.

Furthermore, using multiple strategies and methods provide educators with

flexibility, and improve activities to be suitable for different teaching- learning

styles.

Sezer (201 O) mentions that, nowadays connecting geography

information with the new technology like internet is very important for

geographic teachers. Because according to Aljabr (1991) and Gecit (201O)

geography occupies of an excellence canter between school curriculum

materials in any educational stage to play a role in achieving the educational

goals for the curriculum, so that it is an interesting material in the study and in

the process their subject and relate directly to the environment experienced

by the student. Also the importance of geography as a school subject cannot

be overemphasized or neglect it (Artvinli, 2010). So the investigation study of

geography for the student to these goals depends on many factors, such as

curriculums, teachers, teaching aids, materials, way of teaching and other

factors. The method of teaching and using instructional materials are most

effective and important factors for achieving educational goals. Because they

are able to fill what may arises from gaps in the curriculum or book or even

the teacher (Sarah, 2004 & Sezer, 201 O).

Then, Jami (2001) and Balci (2012) confirm that, the purpose of

teaching geography is not just to provide students as much as possible of the




