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ABSTRACT

As much of the modern approaches to learning in universities are supported by computer
technologies, the quality of the educational system often relies on how the technologies are used.
Most students only use a portion of the functionality available on their PCs. This might also be
influenced by their personality. This study explored the influence of personality on technology
acceptance in order to describe computer technology readiness and acceptance of students. The
researcher developed a questionnaire by combining the items of the streamlined Technology
Readiness Index (TRI 2.0) and an extended Technology Acceptance Model (TAM). This is to
figure out the influence of the personality trait dimensions of TRI 2.0 (i.e. Optimism,
Innovativeness, Discomfort and Insecurity) on the cognitive dimensions of the extended TAM
(i.e. Perceived Ease of Use, Perceived Usefulness and Perceived Access Barriers). The
questionnaire was administered to 708 students from 7 public universities located in
northwestern Nigeria. The data was analyzed using descriptive statistics and regression analysis.
The result revealed that personality traits had significant impact on students’ readiness to accept
and use computer technologies. Unexpectedly, the distinct positive (Optimism, Innovativeness)
and negative (Discomfort, Insecurity) dimensions of TRI 2.0 indicated a positive relationship;

implying that students are hesitatingly ready for computer-mediated learning.

The results of this study add empirical data to the relevant field and are expected to help

educational technologist, investors, and government decision makers.
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OZET

Universitelerde grenim her nekadar da bilgisayar teknolojisi tarafindan desteklense de, egitim
sisteminin kalitesi bu teknolojinin nasil kullanildigina baghdir. Birgok 6grenci, PC iizerinde
bulunan ve sadece kendilerini ilgilendiren belirli fonksiyonlari1 kullanirlar. Bu ¢alisma, sahsiyetin
teknolojiyi kabul etme tlizerindeki etkisini arastirarak 6grencilerin bilgisayar teknolojisini kabul
etmeye hazir olup olmadiklarin1 aragtirmaktadir. Arastirmaci, Technology Readiness Index (TRI
2.0) ve gelistirlmis Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) kullanarak bir anket gelistirmistir. Bu
sekilde TRI 2.0 (optimistik, yenilik¢i, rahatsiz ve giivenli olmama) boyutlarinin sahsiyetle olan
bagintis1 ve gelistirilmis TAM (algilanmis kullanim kolayligi, algilanmis kolaylik, ve algilanmis
giris zorluklar1) ile olan bagintis1 arastirilmistir. Anket, Kuzeybati Nijerya’da 7 devlet
iiniversitesinde okuyan 708 6grenciye uygulanmistir. Elde edilen veriler regresyon ve tanimsal
istatistik metodlar1 kullanilarak analiz edilmistir. Neticeler sunu gostermistir ki sahsiyetin
Ogrencilerin bilgisayar teknolojisine hazir olup olmadiklart konusunda biiyiik etkisi
bulunmaktadir. Calismanin ilging sonucu da, TRI 2.0 nin pozitif boyutlar1 (optimistik, yenilik¢i)
ve negatif boyutlar1 (rahatsiz ve gilivenli olmama) pozitif bir baginti gostermistir ve bu da

ogrencilerin isteksiz olarak bilgisayar-destekli egitime hazir olduklarin1 gosteriyor.

Bu calismanin neticeleri bu konuya empirik veri katmakta ve egitim teknolojileri ile ¢alisanlara,

arastirmacilara ve hiikiimetde karar verenlere yardimci olacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Technology Readiness Index, TRI 2.0, Genisletilmis Teknoloji Kabul
Modeli, TAM, bilgisayar teknolojisi, Ogrenci, tniversite, bilgisayar-

destekli 6grenim, 6grencilerin hazirbulunuslugu, kuzeybati Nijerya



