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ABSTRACT

ENVIRONMENTAL ATTITUDES AND AWARENESS OF TURKISH,
LIBYAN AND NORTHERN CYPRUS UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
ON WATER

Mawrad. S. BOAGLEL

Master Degree, Environmental Education and Management
Thesis Advisor: Dr.Fidan ASLANOVA

December 2015, 81 pages

This study aims at investigating environmental attitudes and awareness of
turkish, libyan and northern cyprus university students on water The environment and

water issues for the university students in North Cyprus, Libya and Turkey.

In order to determine attitudes and behavior of the university students in
environmental education and water usage, questionnaires were applied to emphasize the

importance of education in the formation of environmental awareness.

The purpose of the study is to determine with the help of surveys the attitudes
and awareness about water and investigate whether university students in North Cyprus,

Libya and Turkey have enough consciousness on the subject.

The research involves 300 university students in Northern Cyprus, Libya and
Turkey. This study applied the relational model with quantitative research methods; it
was carried out by giving students enough time to answer the questionnaire used as a
data collection tool . The data obtained from the survey results were analyzed by SPSS
20 program. The Participants who were unrelated to the case determined that varies
according to gender t — test, in determining whether parents’ education level varies
ANOVA, Cronbach's Alpha, Split-Half, Post Hoc test has been applied. Frequency and
percentage were utilized to examine the behavior of the students regarding the adequacy

of the environmental education.




The findings obtained in this study show that students lack of environmental

education concerning water and their general knowledge is not adequate.

Key words: Environmental education, environmental awareness,

environmental information, water.




OZET

KUZEY KIBRIS’TA, LIBYA’DA VE TURKIYE’DEKI UNIVERSITE
OGRENCILERININ SUKONUSUNDA CEVRE TUTUM VE BILINC
DUZEYLERININ SAPTANMASI

Mawrad. S. BOAGLEL

Yiiksek Lisans, Cevre Egitimi ve Yonetimi A.B.D.
Tez Danismani: Dr.Fidan ASLANOVA

Aralk 2018, 81 sayfa

Bu aragtirma Kuzey Kibris’ta, Libya’da ve Tiirkiye'deki {iniversite 6grencilerinin
gevre ve su konusunda tutum ve bilinc diizeylerinin yeterli olup olmadigim
aragtirmaktir. Universite ogrencilerinin ¢evre egitimi ve su konusundaki tutum ve
davranis diizeylerini belirlemek amaci ile anket uygulanmis ve g¢evre bilincinin

olusmasinda egitimin énemi vurgulanmstir.

Aragtirmanin evrenini Kuzey Kibris’ta, Libya’da ve Tiirkiye'de 6grenim goren
300 Universite ogrencisi olugturmaktadir. Nicel arastirma yontemi ile iliskisel tarama
modelinin uygulandigi bu ¢aligma, bilgi toplama araci olarak kullanilan anketlerin

yeterli zaman verilerek 6grencilerin cevaplamas: ile gergeklestirilmistir.

Verilerin toplanmasinda gevre anket formu kullamlmistir. Anket sonuglarindan
elde edilen veriler SPSS 20 programinda ¢dziimlenmistir. Cevre sorunlarinin biling ve
farkindalik ~ durumunun  katihmeilarin ~ cinsiyetlerine gore  farkhiik  gosterip
gostermediginin tespitinde iliskisiz t-testi, egitim, anne-babanin egitim durumuna gore
farklilik gdsterip gostermediginin belirlenmesinde ANOVA, Cronbach's Alpha, Split-
Half, Post Hoc testi uygulanmastir.

Ogrencilerin ¢evre egitiminin yeterliligine iliskin davramislarinin incelemek

lizere frekans ve ylizdelerden yararlanilmastir.




Aragtirmada elde edilen bulgular, 6grencilerin ¢evre egitimi ve su konusunda

genel olarak bilgi diizeylerinin yeterli diizeyde olmadigim belirtmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cevre egitimi, ¢evre bilinci, ¢evre bilgisi, su.
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TERMINOLOGY

ENVIRONMENT: Environment includes two types of living and non-living
‘environment. Living environment, sharing the same physical space with live and all
other living creatures are directly or indirectly affected by it. The a biotic environment
is a physicaxi\' place like rock or water where living creatures live in or on it. (Yiicel,
2006; Armagan, 2006).

ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS: It is a broader concept when compared to the
concept of environmental pollution. Thus environmental problems are discussed further
as deterioration contamination. Living (people's) behavior and ways of life are all

constituent negative factors (Erten, 2006).

- ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS: "The relationship between a person's
environment and being aware of the importance of their presence” (TUBA, 2002;
Vaizoglu ve dig, 2005).

WATER: Is a basic molecule made up of two hydrogen atoms and one oxygen atom.

ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION: All activities of the environmental changes that
affect people in a negative way or incorrect use of our resources in the wrong place, In
other words, modern people's ecosystem is defined as a force which cannot be

considered ecologically (Erten, 2000).
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CHAPTERI
INTRODUCTION

Environment is a set of living and inanimate interaction. The world also increased
environmental pollution, especially starting from the kindergarten school and the
necessity of the environmental education at university. The environment has largely
~replaced the environmental education on the new generations to grow up in terms of
environmental issues and the importance of the quest for greater than (Sungurtekin,
- 2001).

All people in the audience and environmental education are also sensitive to the
environment, the development of positive attitudes and behaviors regarding
environmental protection. If included in school curricula, environmental education can be
- provided to achieve the objectives of environmental issues. Environmental education is
fundamental for the protection of nature and natural resources. But air, water, soil, plants
~and biosphere in order to understand how to protect the fauna and to be able to get into
: biomes and ecosystems must be well known all around. For this, the pre-school education
~ should provid materials to make a variety of activities and environments where children
use their senses and are required to demonstrate feedback. Children realize their
theoretical knowledge of the environment and they forms environmental profective
habits. Life-long habits and values that we obtain by environmental education should start
- from early childhood that develops in the first years of our lives ($imgsekli, 2001).

Water, the main source of life, is the most essential need for all living beings.At
first glance the earth of sufficient amount of water for all living beings. Although the
total amount of water in the world is 1.4 billion km3, 97.5% of the water is the oceans
and seas as salty water, 2.5% as fresh water in rivers and lakes. Less than 90% of fresh
water resources are polarity and therefor men is trapped underground easily due to very
limited amount of fresh water suitable to benefit from. On the other hand, the rapid
growth of the population and as a result of industrialization global water resources are
also consumed and the situation is tainted and pressure on these resources is increasing

with each day.

Especially in recent years, lack of rain, and inefficient use of water resources in
the world raised the need to top level. Today water scarcity in many regions of the world

has become one of the most important issues of this century and global water crisis has



began to be pronounced. In 2000, the Stockholm Water Symposium, about 350 million
people in 26 countries drawn by thirst, and do not have sufficient water resources number
of people were reported to be 1.2 billion people. These figures are taken into account as

much as one third of the world population means when faced with water problem
(Atabey, 2005).

Today, water has ceased to be the subject of only engineering work; economy has
become the subject of ecology and social sciences. “Sustainable water management”,
“integrated water resources management”, “water management” put forward a number of
new concepts and began to discuss the implementation of these concepts. These
discussions are particularly developed and developing countries continues, to face water
k pollution on, deficiencies in water supply, natural disasters such as droughts and floods.
Since the 1990s, the World Water Council has ensured global cooperation and solidarity
by setting up new international institutions such as the Global Water Partnership (Bilen,
2008).

Under these conditions, effective management of water resources has begun to
hold one of the priority issues of the country. At the same time, sustainable use of limited
freshwater resources, for the countries where it is crucial necessity of saving water saving

is of vital importance for world order and prosperity.

1.2.Problem
Do the university students from Northern Cyprus, Libya and Turkey have

sufficient awareness of using water?

1.2.1.Sub-Problems
* Do the university student from Nothern Cyprus, Libya and Turkey have sufficient

awareness of using water?

* Are there any differences on water awareness between male and female university

students?

* Are there any differences between environmental education & water awareness of

university students and financial situations of their families?




* Are there any differences between environmental education & water awareness of

university students and educational backgrounds of their families?
* Do the students being a member of any association affect this situation?

1.3.Aim Of The Research
The aim of this research is to determine the level of the university students’, from
Northern Cyprus, Libya and Turkey, attitude towards and awareness of water by survey,

and to research if those students have sufficient awareness of this point or not.

Educators bear great responsibility for informing the society about environment
and environmental concerns, and training individuals who will be active to find solutions
for those concerns. So, at this point, the importance of training educators who have
~qualifications and capabilities enough to give the education mentioned above arise again
(Altin, 2001).

This research is all-important in terms of the fact that it contributes to increase
environment-related knowledge of the university students and their awareness of the
environment, and to be an example of this kind of researches. Also, it has importance

because of being a kind of resource for the future researchers.

In this research, we tried to highlight the importance of the environment, and to
- understand and to make understood how serious the environmental concerns are.
Moreover, this research is important in terms of contributing to improve individual and

social awareness of environment.

1.4. The Importance Of The Study

After scanning the literature carried out in this research, it was understood that
such kind of research has not ever been conducted, and it has been thought that this
research would be a model for other researches. It was believed that it would be helpful,

to increase the students’ awareness of the subject.
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