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ABSTRACT

FRENCH FOREIGN POLICY TOWARDS MIDDLE EAST ISSUES AFTER 2003

French foreign policy is driven by a number of motives that intertwine and overlap to form the
vision that drives France to take stances and policies that often seem unclear and even
contradict what a democratic country the size of France claims. This study is an attempt to
understand the dynamic nature of the dimensions of foreign policy. French towards Middle
East issues and files: The French strategy can be seen by defining its most important starting

points and main motives, including:

Political motive: France seeks to achieve achievements at the level of foreign policy, to
contribute to strengthening France's international influence. The region, with its various files -
especially the Syrian and Lebanese arenas - is considered the best area for the active

movement of French foreign policy in a way that can be used to serve its supreme interests.

Economic motive: For decades, France has secured itself economically by controlling its old
colonies, and given the decline in its role in the region, in addition to the growing roles of
competitors, France is trying to throw all its weight using the various possible files in Syria,
Iraq, Lebanon and Libya, in order to employ them to establish a foothold. In the Middle East,
especially after it was revealed that the amount of gas available in the eastern Mediterranean

is equivalent to France’s consumption of natural gas for about 50 years.

The security motive: The security dimension is inseparable from other dimensions, as
European countries have always considered the Middle East as their own protectorates,
especially after the outbreak of the Arab revolutions that followed them form the currents of
the counter-revolution through which the influential countries - including France - seek to
contain the scene in a way that serves their interests. This is evident through its adoption of a
military approach in Africa, especially in the Libyan file, as it is seen that the continuation of
chaos in the Middle East first undermines its strategy, and secondly leads to the expansion of
terrorist organizations that may threaten the security of the world and Europe, including
France.Restoring its role as a global actor France is trying to restore its leadership in the
Mediterranean, as it believes that it is qualified for this leadership given that it is the
Mediterranean country that has a permanent seat on the Security Council, in addition to its
military and nuclear capabilities, so it is trying to take advantage of the current turmoil in order to
establish its strategic foundations for it in the eastern region. Middle East, which is currently a vital area
for restoring influence and balancing power. The region is an arena for international and regional

competition

Keywords :French foreign policy - the Middle East - international crises - international

standing - the Syrian crisis.
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2003 Yilindan Sonra Orta Dogu Sorunlari lle llgili Fransiz Dig Politikasi

Fransiz dis politikasi, Fransa'yi genellikle belirsiz goériinen ve hatta Fransa buyukligundeki
demokratik bir Glkenin iddia ettigi seyle celisen tutumlar ve politikalar almaya iten vizyonu
olusturmak icin i¢ ice gecen ve drtisen bir dizi gidu tarafindan yonlendiriimektedir. dis politika
boyutlarinin dinamik dogasi Fransizlarin Orta Dogu meseleleri ve dosyalari: Fransiz stratejisi,
asagidakiler de dahil olmak Uzere en 6nemli baslangi¢c noktalarini ve ana gudulerini
tanimlayarak gorulebilir:Siyasi sebep: Fransa, Fransa'nin uluslararasi nufuzunu
glclendirmeye katkida bulunmak igin dis politika dizeyinde basarilar elde etmeyi
amagclamaktadir. Bolge, 6zellikle Suriye ve Libnan arenalari olmak Gzere gesitli dosyalariyla,
Fransiz dis politikasinin kendi yiksek ¢ikarlarina hizmet edecek sekilde aktif hareket etmesi
icin en iyi alan olarak kabul ediliyor.Ekonomik neden: Fransa, onlarca yildir eski kolonilerini
kontrol ederek ekonomik olarak kendini guvence altina aldi ve bdlgedeki rolinin azalmasina
ek olarak rakiplerinin artan rolleri géz 6nline alindiginda, Fransa cesitli olasi dosyalari
kullanarak tim agirhigini vermeye calisiyor. Suriye, Irak, Libnan ve Libya'da kendilerine yer
edinebilmek icin istihdam saglamak amaciyla Orta Dogu'da 6zellikle Dogu Akdeniz'de bulunan
gaz miktarinin Fransa'nin yaklasik 50 yillik dogal gaz tiketimine esdeder oldugunun ortaya
citkmasinin ardindan yil.Glvenlik gerekgesi: Glvenlik boyutu diger boyutlardan ayrilamaz,
cunku Avrupa ulkeleri Ortadogu'yu her zaman kendi himayeleri olarak gérmuslerdir, 6zellikle
de onlan takip eden Arap devrimlerinin patlak vermesinin ardindan etkili guglerin i¢cinden
gectigi karsi-devrim akimlari olusmustur. Ortadogu'da kaosun devam ettiginin géraldagu Libya
dosyasi basta olmak Uzere Afrika'da askeri bir yaklagim benimsemesi de Fransa'nin da
aralarinda bulundugu ulkelerin sahneyi kendi ¢ikarlarina hizmet edecek sekilde kontrol altina
almaya calisiyor. birincisi stratejisini baltalamakta, ikincisi ise dunyanin ve Fransa dahil
Avrupa'nin gavenligini tehdit edebilecek terdr érgutlerinin yayillmasina yol agmaktadir.Kiresel
bir aktér olarak rolinl geri kazaniyor Akdeniz'deki liderligini geri kazanmaya ¢alisan Fransa,
ordusuna ek olarak Guvenlik Konseyi'nde daimi bir sandalyeye sahip olan Akdeniz Ulkesi
oldugu igin bu liderlige uygun olduguna inaniyor. ve nikleer yetenekler, bu nedenle, su anda niifuzunu
yeniden kazanmak ve glici dengelemek icin hayati bir alan olan dogu bélgesinde, Orta Dogu'da
stratejik temellerini olusturmak icin mevcut kargasadan yararlanmaya calisiyor. Boélge, uluslararasi ve

bdlgesel rekabet icin bir arenadir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Fransiz dis politikasi - Orta Dogu - uluslararasi krizler - uluslararasi durus

- Suriye krizi.
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