        BILGE AZGIN
PERSONAL INFORMATION
Nationality: Turkish Cypriot 
E-mail Address: bilge.azgin12@gmail.com 
Address in Cyprus: 8 Tevfik Fikret Street, Köşklüçiftlik. Nicosia. Cyprus. 

EDUCATION 

BA in History (minored in Political Science and Philosophy) (2002)                   
Louisiana State University, USA 

MA in Political Science (2003-2005)
Portland State University, USA  
MA Thesis “Democratization Reforms in Turkey”

MA Advisor: Professor Birol A. Yesilada

PhD in Politics (January 2009- June 2012)
University of Manchester, UK
PhD Thesis “The Uneasy Democratization of Turkey’s Laic-Ethnocracy”
ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS
Cyprus American Scholarship Program (CASP) given by Cyprus Fulbright Commission in 2002 for a master degree (2003-2005). 
European Community Scholarships Programme 2007-2008
ACADEMIC WORK EXPERIENCE

MA Research Assistant at Portland State University (2004-2005)
Lecturer at Cyprus International University (2005–2007)
Administrative Duties: Acting Head of the International Relations Department and Coordinator of the International Relations Student Club (2005-2006)

Classes that I taught at International Relations Department in two years:
1- Comparative European Politics
2- History of Western Civilization (1789-1945)
3- International Political Economy 

4- Introduction to Political Science
Part-time Lecturer at the University of Cyprus (2006-2007)

Classes that I taught at the Turkish and Middle East Studies Department:

1- Problems of Democratization in Contemporary Turkey
2- EU-Turkey Relations
Teaching Assistant at the University of Manchester (2010-2012)
1- Introduction to Comparative Politics 
2- Mediterranean Politics (comparative study of Italy, Greece and Spain)
4- The European Union: Politics and Policy Making (co-taught with Professor Dimitris Papadimitriou/ MA level) 
Full-Time Lecturer at the Near East University (2013-2014)
1- Theories on Democracy and Democratization (MA level)
2- History of Modern Turkey 

3- Political Sociology (BA and MA level) 

4- Secularism and Democracy (BA and MA level)

5- Problems of Democratization in Turkey

6- Introduction to Sociology

7- Eastern Philosophy and Religions
PAPERS PRESENTED at CONFERENCES 

1-Fourth Annual International Graduate Conference, American Graduate School (2009) 
“Rethinking Democracy versus Authoritarian Dichotomy in the 21st Century: Radical Democracy and Regime Hybridity” 
2- Political Studies Graduate Conference, University of Oxford (2010)
“Assessing the pro-EU turn of Turkey’s pro-Islamic Political Movement vis-à-vis Three Criteria of Democratic Secularism”

3- First Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence Manchester Conference (2011)

“The Curious Case of AKP: Europeanization, Post-Islamism and Secularism in Turkey”

4- 61st Annual International Conference by Political Studies Association (2011)
“Problems of Democratic Transition and Consolidation Paradigm: Hybrid Regime Typologies and the Case of Turkey” 


5- ECPR Joint Session Workshop “National Minorities between protection and empowerment: Contemporary minority politics in Europe” (March, 2013 at Mainz, Germany). 
“Accessing the Impact of the EU Accession on Turkey’s Kurdish Minority Rights”

6- Fourth World Congress for Middle East Studies on “Post-Islamism” (August 2014,            Ankara, Turkey).  

“Post-Islamism through a Glass Darkly: The Case of AKP”
RESEARCH METHOD COURSES
Post-graduate courses that I took at the University of Manchester with my own initiative: 

“Intro to Quantitative Methods” offered by the Social Research Methods and Statistics Department (2012-2013).

“Survey Research” offered by the Social Research Methods and Statistics Department (2012-2013).

Short course on “Cognitive Interviewing for Testing Survey Questions” offered by CCSR (Cathie Marsh Centre for Census and Survey Research) at the University of Manchester (2012). 

“Practicing Participant Observation” offered by the Anthropology Department (2009).

RESEARCH INTERESTS 
1- Theories and comparative studies on democracy and democratization: Particular focus on poststructuralist accounts of radical democracy and the concept of ‘intersectionality’.  
2- Nationalism: citizenship, identity, minority studies, multiculturalism and ethnic conflict.

3- European Union Studies and the Enlargement. 
4- Theories and comparative studies on secularism and populism. 
5- Contemporary politics and history of Turkey and Cyprus.

JOURNAL PAPERS
My article “Exploring the Grey Hybrid Zone beyond the Dahlian Procedural Democratic Minimum” is in the process of submission to the Journal of Democratization.
After the ECPR Joint Session, our workshop group “National Minorities between Protection and Empowerment” plans to publish ECPR series book on this topic. 
LANGUAGE SKILLS
Languages: fluent in English and Turkish, studied French for two years, Greek for one year and German for only one semester.
Passed grade five for the Piano exam of the Royal School of Music. Interested in musicology and history of western music. 
REFERENCES
Professor Dimitris Papadimitriou. Politics Department at School of Social Sciences. Director of Manchester Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence, University of Manchester.

 Email: Dimitris.Papadimitriou@manchester.ac.uk
Professor Birol A. Yesilada., Division of Political Science, Endowed Contemporary Turkish Studies Chair, Portland State University, Portland, OR 
Email: yesilada@pdx.edu
Professor Niyazi Kizilyurek. University of Cyprus.
Email: niyazi@ucy.ac.cy 
