
The Second Treatise on Government



 “Men living together according to reason,
without a common superior on Earth, with
authority to judge between them, is properly the
State of Nature”.

 “…and that is a state of perfect freedom to order
their actions, and dispose of their possessions,
and persons as they think fit, within the bounds
of the law of Nature, without asking leave, or
depending upon the will of any other man.



 “The first is to do whatsoever he thinks fit for the 
preservation of himself, and others within the 
permission of the law of nature: by which law, 
common to them all, he and all the rest of 
mankind are one community, make up one 
society, distinct from all other creatures. And 
were it not for the corruption and vitiousness of 
degenerate men, there would be no need of any 
other; no necessity that men should separate from 
this great and natural community, and by positive 
agreements combine into smaller and divided.“



If man in the state of nature be so free, as has been said; if he be absolute 

lord of his own person and possessions, equal to the greatest, and subject 

to nobody, why will he part with his freedom? Why will he give up this 

empire, and subject himself to the dominion and control of any other 

power? To which it is obvious to answer, that though in the state of nature 

he hath such a right, yet the enjoyment of it is very uncertain, and 

constantly exposed to the invasion of others: for all being kings as much as 

he, every man his equal, and the greater part no strict observers of equity 

and justice, the enjoyment of the property he has in this state is very 

unsafe, very insecure. This makes him willing to quit a condition, which, 

however free, is full of fears and continual dangers: and it is not without 

reason, that he seeks out, and is willing to join in society with others, who 

are already united, or have a mind to unite, for the mutual preservation of 

their lives, liberties and estates, which I call by the general name, property.



 "The great and chief end, therefore, of men's 

uniting into commonwealths, and putting 

themselves under government, is the 

preservation of their property. To which in the 

state of nature there are many things wanting.”



"…the power of the society, or legislative
constituted by them, can never be supposed to
extend farther, than the common good; but is
obliged to secure every one's property, by
providing against those defects above
mentioned, that made the state of nature so
unsafe and uneasy.”



 "The legislative, or supreme authority, cannot assume
to its self a power to rule by extemporary arbitrary
decrees, but is bound to dispense justice, and decide
the rights of the subject by promulgated standing laws,
and known authorized judges: for the law of nature
being unwritten, and so no where to be found but in the
minds of men, they who through passion or interest
shall miscite, or misapply it, cannot so easily be
convinced of their mistake where there is no
established judge: and so it serves not, as it ought, to
determine the rights, and fence the properties of those
that live under it, especially where every one is judge,
interpreter, and executioner of it too…”.



 "It is true, governments cannot be supported without 
great charge, and it is fit every one who enjoys his 
share of the protection, should pay out of his estate his 
proportion for the maintenance of it. But still it must be 
with his own consent, i.e. the consent of the majority, 
giving it either by themselves, or their representatives 
chosen by them: for if any one shall claim a power to 
lay and levy taxes on the people, by his own authority, 
and without such consent of the people, he thereby 
invades the fundamental law of property, and subverts 
the end of government: for what property have I in 
that, which another may by right take, when he pleases, 
to himself?”


