The Communist Manifesto



The history of all hitherto existing society is the
history of class struggles. Freeman and slave,
patrician and plebeian, lord and serf, guildmaster and journeyman, in a word, oppressor
and oppressed, stood in constant opposition to
one another, carried on an uninterrupted, now
hidden, now open fight, a fight that each time
ended, either in a revolutionary reconstitution of
society at large, or in the common ruin of the
contending classes.



The feudal system of industry, in which
industrial production was monopolized by
closed guilds, now no longer sufficed for the
growing wants of the new markets. The
manufacturing system took its place. The
guild-masters were pushed aside by the
manufacturing middle class; division of
labour between the different corporate guilds
vanished in the face of division of labour in
each single workshop.



Meantime the markets kept ever growing,
the demand ever rising. Even manufacturer
no longer sufficed. Thereupon, steam and
machinery revolutionised industrial
production. The place of manufacture was
taken by the giant, Modern Industry; the
place of the industrial middle class by
industrial millionaires, the leaders of the
whole industrial armies, the modern
bourgeois.



The bourgeoisie has at last, since the
establishment of Modern Industry and of the
world market, conquered for itself, in the
modern representative State, exclusive
political sway. The executive of the modern
state is but a committee for managing the
common affairs of the whole bourgeoisie.



The bourgeoisie, by the rapid improvement of all
instruments of production, by the immensely
facilitated means of communication, draws all, even
the most barbarian, nations into civilisation. The
cheap prices of commodities are the heavy artillery
with which it batters down all Chinese walls, with
which it forces the barbarians’ intensely obstinate
hatred of foreigners to capitulate. It compels all
nations, on pain of extinction, to adopt the bourgeois
mode of production; it compels them to introduce
what it calls civilisation into their midst, i.e., to
become bourgeois themselves. In one word, it creates
a world after its own image.



In proportion as the bourgeoisie, i.e., capital, is
developed, in the same proportion is the
proletariat, the modern working class,
developed— a class of labourers, who live only
so long as they find work, and who find work
only so long as their labour increases capital.
These labourers, who must sell themselves
piecemeal, are a commodity, like every other
article of commerce, and are consequently
exposed to all the vicissitudes of competition, to
all the fluctuations of the market.



Owing to the extensive use of machinery, and to
the division of labour, the work of the
proletarians has lost all individual character, and,
consequently, all charm for the workman. He
becomes an appendage of the machine, and it is
only the most simple, most monotonous, and
most easily acquired knack, that is required of
him. Hence, the cost of production of a
workman is restricted, almost entirely, to the
means of subsistence that he requires for
maintenance, and for the propagation of his
race.



Modern Industry has converted the little workshop of the
patriarchal master into the great factory of the industrial
capitalist. Masses of labourers, crowded into the factory,
are organised like soldiers. As privates of the industrial
army they are placed under the command of a perfect
hierarchy of officers and sergeants. Not only are they
slaves of the bourgeois class, and of the bourgeois State;
they are daily and hourly enslaved by the machine, by the
overlooker, and, above all, by the individual bourgeois
manufacturer himself. The more openly this despotism
proclaims gain to be its end and aim, the more petty, the
more hateful and the more embittering it is.



The lower strata of the middle class — the small
tradespeople, shopkeepers, and retired
tradesmen generally, the handicraftsmen and
peasants— all these sink gradually into the
proletariat, partly because their diminutive
capital does not suffice for the scale on which
Modern Industry is carried on, and is swamped in
the competition with the large capitalists, partly
because their specialised skill is rendered
worthless by new methods of production. Thus
the proletariat is recruited from all classes of the
population.



The proletariat goes through various stages of
development. With its birth begins its struggle
with the bourgeoisie. At first the contest is
carried on by individual labourers, then by the
workpeople of a factory, then by the operative of
one trade, in one locality, against the individual
bourgeois who directly exploits them…At this
stage, the labourers still form an incoherent
mass scattered over the whole country, and
broken up by their mutual competition…



But with the development of industry, the proletariat not only increases
in number; it becomes concentrated in greater masses, its strength
grows, and it feels that strength more. The various interests and
conditions of life within the ranks of the proletariat are more and more
equalised, in proportion as machinery obliterates all distinctions of
labour, and nearly everywhere reduces wages to the same low level. The
growing competition among the bourgeois, and the resulting
commercial crises, make the wages of the workers ever more fluctuating.
The increasing improvement of machinery, ever more rapidly
developing, makes their livelihood more and more precarious; the
collisions between individual workmen and individual bourgeois take
more and more the character of collisions between two classes.
Thereupon, the workers begin to form combinations (Trade Unions)
against the bourgeois; they club together in order to keep up the rate of
wages; they found permanent associations in order to make provision
beforehand for these occasional revolts. Here and there, the contest
breaks out into riots.



Now and then the workers are victorious, but
only for a time. The real fruit of their battles lies,
not in the immediate result, but in the ever
expanding union of the workers…This
organisation of the proletarians into a class, and,
consequently into a political party, is continually
being upset again by the competition between
the workers themselves. But it ever rises up
again, stronger, firmer, mightier. It compels
legislative recognition of particular interests of
the workers, by taking advantage of the
divisions among the bourgeoisie itself.



Of all the classes that stand face to face with the
bourgeoisie today, the proletariat alone is a
really revolutionary class. The other classes
decay and finally disappear in the face of
Modern Industry; the proletariat is its special and
essential product…The lower middle class, the
small manufacturer, the shopkeeper, the artisan,
the peasant, all these fight against the
bourgeoisie, to save from extinction their
existence as fractions of the middle class. They
are therefore not revolutionary, but
conservative.



All the preceding classes that got the upper hand sought to fortify their
already acquired status by subjecting society at large to their conditions
of appropriation. The proletarians cannot become masters of the
productive forces of society, except by abolishing their own previous
mode of appropriation, and thereby also every other previous mode of
appropriation. They have nothing of their own to secure and to fortify;
their mission is to destroy all previous securities for, and insurances of,
individual property…All previous historical movements were movements
of minorities, or in the interest of minorities. The proletarian movement
is the self-conscious, independent movement of the immense majority,
in the interest of the immense majority.



Though not in substance, yet in form, the struggle of the proletariat with
the bourgeoisie is at first a national struggle. The proletariat of each
country must, of course, first of all settle matters with its own
bourgeoisie.



In what relation do the Communists stand to the proletarians as a whole?
The Communists do not form a separate party opposed to the other
working-class parties. They have no interests separate and apart from
those of the proletariat as a whole. They do not set up any sectarian
principles of their own, by which to shape and mould the proletarian
movement.



The Communists are distinguished from the other working-class parties
by this only: 1. In the national struggles of the proletarians of the
different countries, they point out and bring to the front the common
interests of the entire proletariat, independently of all nationality. 2. In
the various stages of development which the struggle of the working
class against the bourgeoisie has to pass through, they always and
everywhere represent the interests of the movement as a whole.

.


The immediate aim of the Communists is the same as that of all other
proletarian parties: formation of the proletariat into a class, overthrow of
the bourgeois supremacy, conquest of political power by the proletariat.



1. Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to public
purposes.
2. A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.
3. Abolition of all rights of inheritance.
4. Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels.
5. Centralisation of credit in the hands of the state, by means of a national bank
with State capital and an exclusive monopoly.
6. Centralisation of the means of communication and transport in the hands of
the State.
7. Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the State; the
bringing into cultivation of waste-lands, and the improvement of the soil
generally in accordance with a common plan.
8. Equal liability of all to work. Establishment of industrial armies, especially for
agriculture.
9. Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries; gradual abolition of
all the distinction between town and country by a more equable distribution of
the populace over the country.
10. Free education for all children in public schools. Abolition of children’s factory
labour in its present form. Combination of education with industrial production,
etc.



When, in the course of development, class distinctions have
disappeared, and all production has been concentrated in the
hands of a vast association of the whole nation, the public power
will lose its political character. Political power, properly so called, is
merely the organised power of one class for oppressing another. If
the proletariat during its contest with the bourgeoisie is
compelled, by the force of circumstances, to organise itself as a
class, if, by means of a revolution, it makes itself the ruling class,
and, as such, sweeps away by force the old conditions of
production, then it will, along with these conditions, have swept
away the conditions for the existence of class antagonisms and of
classes generally, and will thereby have abolished its own
supremacy as a class. In place of the old bourgeois society, with its
classes and class antagonisms, we shall have an association, in
which the free development of each is the condition for the free
development of all.



The Communists disdain to conceal their
views and aims. They openly declare that
their ends can be attained only by the forcible
overthrow of all existing social conditions. Let
the ruling classes tremble at a Communistic
revolution. The proletarians have nothing to
lose but their chains. They have a world to
win. Workingmen of all countries, unite!

